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Next week the subject of prayer will have promi- 
nence in our columns, in view of the approach of 
the Week of Prayer. Special contributions will be 
given by Professor Austin Phelps, Chancellor How- 
ard Crosby, President William W. Patton, and Mr. 
Dwight L. Moody, besides the usual series of lesson 
helps. 


A fine illustration of Christian charity and Chris- 
tian courtesy outside of what is called the Christian 


pale, is given in the recent rebuke of a New York | in permanent form, and issued in good shape by a 
humorous journal by The Jewish Messenger, after | Boston publishing concern. 
this sort: “ Puck has lately been crusading against | of these articles, no one of which falls below a very 

It is well for our cotemporary | high standard in thought and style. 


‘Christian charity.’ 
to consider that in the Christian pulpit there are 
a hundred Howard Crosbys to one Chadband, and 


in Christian social life a hundred Florence Nightin- | the choicest of religious essays extant ; they are rich 
gales to one Pecksniff.” It would be well if all jour- in thought, are models in style, and are overflowing 


nals showed as much Christian charity as is uniformly 
displayed in the columns of The Jewish Messenger. 


There is a new mission, it seems, for the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. In New 
York it has interfered to stop the exhibition of a lit- 
tle one whose only claim to prominence was that it 
was little—so little that at eight montis old it weighed 
only a pound. There was no charge against the par- 





ents save that they exhibited their baby, and the | 
Society is of opinion that babies ought not to be 


exhibited. And now that the Society has this opin- 
ion and maintains it, we hope that it will follow up 


its good beginning and stop the exhibition of little 


| 


lic. We agree with the S. P. C. C. 


A man may take his choice as a leader of his fel- 
lows. He may have the satisfaction of leading; or 
he may have the reputation of leading: but he can- 
not well have both. The world is willing enough to 
be led, provided it is not asked to admit that it is 
following anybody in particular. But when a man 
insists on the credit of leading, the world refuses to 
follow him. A pastor or a superintendent ought to 
have this in mind. If he seems always willing to 
receive suggestions—to seek them—and to let others 
have the credit of leading, so long as things are going 
as he wants them to go, he can do about as he pleases 
with his flock. But if he seems disposed to take 
things into his own hands without consulting others, 
and insists on having it understood that he always 
leads and never follows, he had better look up a new 
flock. His old one is already tired of him. 


Every now and then somebody starts up with the 
revival of a long-ago exploded notion, and calls it a 
new invention. One of the latest fancies in this line 
is “ the one-class plan,” or the proposal to have but a 
single teacher for an entire Sunday-school. This is 
the old plan which the modern Sunday-school dis- 
placed. The catechetical exercises of former days 
were conducted in that way. Children’s Services 
down to the present time have had the same form. 
But the small-class system, whereby each scholar can 
receive the personal instruction of a teacher, is an 
essential feature of the modern Sunday-school. With- 
out this feature a Sunday-school is not a Sunday- 
school; it cannot do its distinctive work for the 
scholarsindividually. As Dr. Duryea once effectively 
put it, “ The sick soul needs not a lecture on medicine, 
but a prescription.” Unless the physician can feel his 
patient’s pulse, and question him as to his feelings and 
needs, he cannot prescribe for him to advantage. 


Our many readers who were delighted with the 
admirable articles by Professor Austin Phelps, on 
themes suggested by the lessons of the first half of 
this year, will be glad to know that they are gathered 


There are twenty-four 
Two of them, 


The Prophet of the Broken Heart, and Christ the 
Center of Biblical Thought, are to be counted among 





with the spirit of Christian tenderness and devotion. 
So indeed it might be said of A Model of Prayer in 
Emergencies ; Fidelity to the Religion of a Godly 
Ancestry ; Intertwining of God’s Plans with the 
Plans of Man, and others of the series. Sosure are 
we that many of our subscribers desire to obtain this 


book that we take pleasure in saying that it can be 
ordered of Mr. Wattles, our publisher, and will be sent 
post-paid, by mail, on receipt of $1.40, its retail price | 
| 
ignorance or confusion concerning the true distinction 
between the necessary and the unnecessary in life. | 
Surely a man ought to perform with fidelity the or- 


Much of the world’s misery and sin comes from 


leaves those dependent upon him in absolute destitu- 
tion, so far as the best things in lifeare concerned. It 
is better that a child should be sent to school in a 
torn dress than that its heart should be denied affec- 
tion and encouragement. There are better uses of 
time than to make money, or to pay attention to per- 
sonal appearance, or even to furnish food to the hun- 
gry. That man is indeed poor whose whole time, or 
whose best time, is spent in that toil which is com- 
monly called “ necessary work.” The soul has the 
first claim, then the mind, then the body. At the very 
time when your round of routine labor is most 
abruptly broken, you may be called to your most 
important work. If Simon Peter and Andrew had 
insisted on fishing without interruption until sun- 
down, they never would have become fishers of men. 


To imitate a great man’s peculiarities is the poorest 
of all ways to emulate his example; but this is a 
lesson which has to be taught anew to every genera- 
tion, and which, after all, most persons have to learn 
by experience. It isso easy to put on Tennyson’s 
long cloak, or to wear Webster’s brass buttons, or to 
part one’s hair in the middle like Lowell, that a 
good many persons think it very commendable to 
take this first step, in hopes that the second may 
follow. During the prosperous career of the late 
Emperor of the French, very satisfactory Napoleon 
the Thirds were by no means uncommon on the 
streets of New York; and in many a city church 
strangers are shown to their seats by ushers whose 
entire make-up is in humble, but quite successful, 
imitation of the pastors in whose service they labor. 
A similar habit on the part of pages and messenger- 
boys amuses those familiar with legislative halls. 
But all this foolish copying is something more than 
laughable, for it too often brings absolute ruin to 
the poor copyist. Next after the adoption of a 
great man’s foibles comes the following of his vices 
to the neglect of his virtues. In all this the leaders 
have a duty, as well as the followers. Ministers 
and lawyers and teachers, and all men of influence, 
can hardly overestimate their influence in lesser 
sins. ‘“ The moon looks on many brooks; the brook 
can see no moon but this.” 


HOW TO BE ALWAYS FRESH. 


To hold his power as a writer or a speaker on reli- 
gious topics, a man must be fresh, if not original ; 
bright and striking in his forms of statement, if not 
absolutely novel in the truth he presents. He can- 
not long keep up the interest of his hearers or readers 
if he gives them nothing but the tritest sayings, or 
the merest commonplaces of thought; or if he is 
continually repeating himself in his own little round 
of personal opinion and fancy. How to be always 
fresh on religious themes, is therefore an important 
question to preacher and teacher and editor, and 
hardly less so to parent and friend. It is worth con- 
sidering by every Christian. , 

To be always giving out that which is fresh, a man 
must be always taking in that which is fresh. No 
mental cistern will hold a life supply of the waters 
of knowledge. Communication must be kept open 


children on Sunday-school platforms. No matter if | dinary duties of his business, just as @ mother ought | with an ever-flowing fountain, to meet a never- 
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ending demand at the spigot. When the incom- 
ing of the waters is cut off, the end of their out- 
going is not far away. Indeed, the distributing- 
pipes cannot empty themselves when they lose 
the pressure of a new supply from their origi- 
nal source; hence, as soon as a man stops learn- 
ing, he inevitably stops teaching—to any real advan- 
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treasure yet inexhausted, if not inexhaustible. More | 
persons are prompt to tell what they think about 
a Bible theme than are careful to ascertain rev-| 
erently what God knows —and has declared — 
about it. As a Hartford pastor recently put it, 
“Many people come to the study of their Bibles, 
saying, ‘Hear, Lord; for thy servant speaketh!” | 





tage. The original source of religious knowledge is 
the Bible; that, in fact, is the only source of such 
knowledge, and without a continual re-supply of his 
mental furnishing from the Bible no man can retain | 
freshness as a religious writer or speaker or thinker. | 
To this rule there are positively no exceptions ; there 
never was one. Just so surely as God knows more | 
than all mankind put together, | 
just so surely the book which God has written on 
that subject has more in it than all other books put 
together ; and just so surely the man who gets his 
knowledge of religion directly from that book, and 
who keeps up getting such knowledge from the sam¢ 
unfailing source, has the best knowledge, has it 
freshest, and can use it to greatest advantage. No 
other man is so sure as he to be always fresh and 
striking and forceful in his presentations of religious 
truth. 

If ever there was a preacher, or a teacher, who had 
a right to draw on his own resources, and to limit 
himself to his own ideas of religious truth, it was 
Jesus of Nazareth ; yet he was pre-eminently a Bible 
student from his earliest to his latest ministry on 
earth, and his preaching and his teaching from first 
to last gave evidence of his close and ever-fresh 
acquaintance with the already existing Scriptures, 
even while he was himself preparing added Scriptures 
for his followers. The one glimpse given to us of his 
boyhood finds him a scholar in a Bible school ; and 
his declaration concerning his occupation of then 
was that he was about his “ Father’s business ;” the 
very best business in which it was possible for him 
to engage. The beginning of his public ministry was 
in an exposition of “the book of the prophet Isaiah ” 
in his home synagogue at Nazareth. His very latest 
earthly discourse was in a talk with two of his dis- 
ciples on their way to Emmaus, after his resurrection, 
when “ beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 


about religion 


| bring up specimens of the ore to tempt the eyes and 
'to satisfy the longings of those whom they address. 


| ness can be fairly dispensed with. 
| the gold with a free hand will surely have the lead 


'also, who brings out of the Bible its hidden treasures 





concerning himself.” He did not tell those disciples 
what he thought, or what he knew, about the Messiah ; 
he told them what God had said on the subject ; and | 
that was just the freshest and the best thing that could | 
be said on it; just the thing surest to make their hearts | 
burn within them as they heard it. When Jesus was 

tempted of the Devil, he battled his adversary with 

Scripture; and all the way along his life, in his public 

and private teachings, he was pointing his disciples | 
to the truths of the Scriptures, and enjoining it upon 
them to search those Scriptures for themselves, if they 
would have knowledge or comfort or hope. Even 

after Jesus was again in heaven, aid was sending 

back messages to his churches by the Patmos preacher, | 
his words were full of references to the Old Testa- 

ment Scriptures. Jesus was the model preacher and 

the model teacher ; and unless a preacher or a teacher 

claims to have more knoWledge about divine things, 

and more original thoughts upon religious subjects, 

than Jesus had, he had better keep as close to the 

Bible as Jesus did, in his religious teaching and 

preaching, if he would be always fresh, always wise, 

always accurate, and always effective. 

But the method of Jesus as a teacher and a preacher 
is not the method most common among those who 
speak or write in his name. There are compara- 
tively few who realize that they can find fresher 
thoughts on religious themes in the Bible than out- 
side of it ; that they can be more striking and more 
pointed in their preaching and teaching by the 
unexpected use of Bible declarations than by any- 
thing which is original with themselves. Quite too 
many have the idea that Bible phrases are thread- 
bare, but their own are fresh and novel; that the 
contents of the Bible are already familiar to the 


Or again, those who really believe that the truths of 
the Bible are more to be desired than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold, are often readier to stand over the 
mine of precious ore and deliver a discourse on the 
value and uses of gold, than to dig into the mine and 


It is only the worth of the gold which gives any 
worth toa lecture on gold. When the gold itself 
can be had in abundance, the lecture on its precious- 
He who scatters 


as a benefactor of the poor in contrast with him 
who talks about gold with the glibbest tongue. He 


will be a fresher and a more effective speaker or 
writer than he who tells of the abundant treasures 
which the Bible contains; or than he who proffers 
any other treasures as a substitute for these. 

To-day there is no book in all the world which 
comprises such a wealth of unused thought, and such 
stores of novel material for practical use in writing 
and speaking, as the Bible. Nor is there any human 
mind which can gain from all sources outside of that 
book such freshness of thought, such richness of new 
illustration, such startling novelty of pertinent and 
pungent application of important practical truth to 
every conceivable condition of life, as may be ob- 
tained through a closer and longer continued study of 
that Book of books. Preachers, teachers, and par- 
ents—the wisest and best of them—have yet a great 
deal to learn directly from the Bible. If they 
neglect the study of that book, they will grow dry 
and stale in thought and in expression, from whatever 
else they are seeking to learn. If they are constant 
in prayerful and expectant study of the Bible, they 
will be fresher and fuller, brighter and broader, in 
their mental and spiritual acquirements and activities, 
than otherwise they possibly could be. 

Let, then, this be the prayer of every child of God 
as he comes to the book of God: “ Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law.” The wondrous things are there. He who finds 
the most of them shall be ever the freshest teacher of 
the truths of God. 





A FEW DUTIES OF LETTER WRITERS. 


It is stated, in a recent biographical sketch of one 


of the most prominent members of the United States 


Senate, that he never permitted a letter to go unan- | 
swered, no matter how humble the source from which 
it came. He thought that any person who took the 
trouble to write to him on any subject connected 
with himself or his doings, was entitled to the cour- 
tesy of areply. Doubtless much of the popularity, 
influence, and knowledge of public opinion possessed 
by this energetic Senator was due to this habit of 
prompt and faithful correspondence. 

The duty of answering letters courteously and in 
due season rests upon a higher obligation than that 
of advisability or of personal advantage. 





The whole | 
question of correspondence is one which is governed | 
by moral laws just as much as that of spoken speech. | 
A neglect to answer a letter received,—any letter | 
which ought to be answered,—is not different from 
rude inattention to a personal address; nor should | 
improper delay in letter-writing be considered more 
excusable than the refusal to make a speedy reply to | 
a spoken word. In nothing is the old saying more | 
true: “He gives twice who gives quickly.” Gen- | 
erally speaking, those who receive the greatest num- | 
ber of letters are those who answer them the most | 
promptly. The demands made upon the time of a | 


statesman, a minister, or an editor, are such that he | 


| be numbered for multitude.” 


[Vol. 

reduces his life to a system in correspondence, as 
in all other things. The person who is most neglect- 
ful of his correspondents is generally he who has 
fewest. 

Again, perfunctory letters, and those which are not 
perfunctory, should be carefully distinguished in the 
writer's mind. Some letters must have a_business- 
like brevity and clearness, while others should pos- 
sess the gentler courtesy of ordinary social life. 
Many merchants and lawyers unwittingly grieve, and 
even insult, their friends who are unaccustomed to 
the ways of business, by the abruptness of their 
would-be friendly letters. One who has just parted 
from a friend, after a conversation of the utmost 
intimacy and affection, is almost shocked to receive 
from that friend, next day, a note beginning “ Mr. 
John Smith: Dear sir.” It would be better that busi- 
ness correspondence should be conformed to friendly 
letter-writing, than that written conversation between 
friends should be reduced to the stiff formality of 
ordinary mercantile transactions. 

Of course, even in the most intimate correspond- 
ence, discretion should be observed. It would bea 
pity if the hateful maxim of the foxy Frenchman— 
“Never write a letter, and never destroy one ”— 
were to banish enthusiasm and candor from the 
written page. Yet the writer should bear in mind, 
toa certain extent, the unpleasant possibilities con- 
nected with the survival of the letter he sends forth. 
This discretion should be observed by an honest per- 
son, who is not ashamed of what he writes, chiefly 
because of the utter lack of perspective which most 
single letters must have. Statements may be per- 
fectly true and right in themselves, and yet, presented 
without explanation to a reader ignorant of the 
writer’s nature or of the circumstances under which 
he wrote, may give a distorted or utterly false notion 
of his words, or even his character. It is not neces- 
sary to present any examples of this danger ; it will 
be sufficiently illustrated if any person accidentally 
comes upon some forgotten letter of his own. He 
will very likely be utterly at a loss to understand 
the meaning or the justification of some of his own 
expressions. Yet that very letter might be to some 
stranger, or even to some grandson or other relative, 
the most prominent picture of a man’s whole life. In 
this connection it is plain that the recipient of a 
letter has also an imperative duty, too often neglected, 
of destroying it, or providing for its destruction, or 
marking it in such a way that its meaning or relative 
position may not be grossly misunderstood. 

Letter-writers should also take care that their 
missives be not mere weather chronicles or records 
of daily doings. A new aspiration or a_ bright 
thought is better worth sending to a friend than an 
account of a day’s history or a report of petty per- 
sonal ailments. Then, too, many persons can be 
reached by a judicious letter, to be read in privacy, 
who would be unapproachable in the ruder contact 
of personal speech. Sometimes it is the most impera- 
tive of duties to send forth the right letter at the 
right time, with its words of cheer, or consolation, or 
advice. He who leaves letter-writing out of his 
ordinary duties throws away, carelessly or culpably, 
one of the most valuable of moral weapons. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Plans for the training of Sunday-school teachers are at 
the best but crude and imperfect as yet. 
work is much of it only a name. Institute work is insuf- 
ficient to its aim and end. Assemblies cannot make good 
teachers out of poor ones—nor yet out of nothing—in six 
weeks, even though the courses of study compressed into 
that period be “asthe sand of the sea, which cannot 


Norma! class 


All these agencies are 


| helps and promptings to something not yet realized: they 


do not meet the want which their existence indicates. 
They are in the direction of a hopeful progress. A well- 
known theological professor expresses his thoughts on the 
whole subject, after this fashion : 

I lately took part in the meeting of a normal Sunday-school 
class, and what I noticed set me to thinking. The most of those 
present were quick to take up ideas, anxious to improve them- 


world, while the contents of their minds are a | cannot allow himself to fall behind, and therefore he | selves, in all respects the best of learners. But I could not help 
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December 28, 1878.] 





feeling that what such persons need is careful training by a 
competent teacher. Lectures by different persons, however 
celebrated, will not do the work. Patient drill by one leader 
for years is necessary, if our Sunday-school feachers are to be 
weil fitted for the work before them. We shall need a higher 
grade of teachers for the next generation from a variety of 


eauses. The infidel tendencies, the secularizing of common- 





school education, the absence of formal doctrinal instruction by | 


the churches, all these things will call for well-trained teachers, 
if the children are to become intelligent Christians. 
ought to give this training? 


Now, who | 
The superintendent of a large | 


school needs executive ability more than those qualifications 


which would make him the teacher of a normal class. The pas- 


tor seems to be the proper person. I am sure that this is a far 
better position for him to hold in relation to the Sunday-school 
than that of teacher of an adult or congregational Bible class. 
He can really impart more instruction by being teacher of the 
teachers. Our Lord’s example tells strongly in favor of this 
method. Other reasons, no doubt, suggest themselves to your 
own mind. Here, however, is where the matter becomes prob- 
lematie in my thoughts ; 
do such work ? 


are our pastors themselves trained to 
The answer to this question involves a discus- 
sion of the methods of exegetical instruction in our theological 
seminaries, and of the habits of study prevalent among the min- 
isters. Into such a discussion I do not wish to enter, but some 
day it must be discussed, and with earnestness too. 

This is worth thinking about. It needs thought. The 
day is at hand when it shall have the attention it de- 
serves. Its growing importance is recognized more and 
more widely. Sunday-school teachers of the present day 
know a great deal more of the Bible than their prede- 
cessors knew ; yet they need to know a great deal more 
than they now know. And it is important that pastors 
be so trained as to keep ahead of their flocks in Bible 
knowledge. How shall all this be secured ? 


As a good illustration of methods in Bible class teach- 
ing, we give the following sketch from the pen of a well- 
known pastor in Central New York: 


We were greatly interested in and interested by a Bible class 
which we recently attended, conducted by the Hon. C. T. Hul- 
burd, in the Presbyterian Church, Brasher Falls, New York. 
Mr. Hulburd is a college graduate, and a man of very extensive 
reading. His large library has a theological department more 
voluminous than most ministers are able to own. In this 
respect he has better facilities than most laymen. The class 
meets an hour before the morning service, and is composed of 
the teachers in the Sunday-school and of adult members of the 
congregation. The attendance is voluntary. The lesson is that 
of the Sunday-school, which meets after the morning service ; 
and the class was started on account of the want of time to go 
through the lesson as thoroughly as was desired in the Sunday- 
school. Mr. Hulburd’s method of study and teaching instruc- 
His success may stimulate many educated laymen to 
undertake the same thing. We found him in his library early 
in the morning, before breakfast, studying the lesson; and 
often during every day of the week, when he could get a few 
moments, he would be reading in connection with the subject. 
No sooner does he return from the Sunday services than he 
begins on the lesson of the following Sunday. His preparation 
is as thorough and exhaustive as he can possibly make; and the 
study is itself, to him, a great delight and reward, often so absorb- 
ing that he is obliged to stop. The Greek of the Septuigant 
and the New Testament is the basis of his study, and then he 
gets the views of all the commentaries and lesson helps, and 
digests and arranges for use. 


tive. 


He had on his table seven com- 
mentaries, and said that from each one he got some new phase 
of the subject, and something which none of the others had 
noticed. Besides this, is general reading for preparation and 
illustration of special points. Doubtless as much time as, if 
not more than, ministers give to a sermon is given to this work. 
Filled thus with his subject, he goes before the class. A few 
verses carefully selected and bearing on the lesson are read, a 
short prayer is offered, and, with book in hand, standing in the 
aisle, he begins to question the class by name generally, 
although following in order. The treatment of the lesson we 
heard was almost exhaustive, the force of every important word 
being brought out. The questions were suggestive, and soon there 
was a glow of interest on all faces. The class was permitted 
to ask questions ; and often he was fairly pelted with them, 
several asking at once. The minister was referred to on hard 
points, and was often put on his mettle. 
was not long enough for such a class 


plished 


An hour, of course, 
; but the result was accom- 
to awaken an interest in the lesson which brought 
them to the Sunday-school full of zeal for its further study. 
Nor did the time given to the Sunday-school satisfy many ; 
but the talk upon the lesson continued in the porch, and on the 
way home, some stopping at the corners of 





the streets for 
And the next morning, as they met, the lesson 
was still the theme of conversation. 


another word. 
Nothing a layman could 
do would be of greater help to a pastor ; and with such a waking 
up of thought in Bible study there must follow growth in grace, 
and the conversion of souls. And here is a field for educated 
We felt that it would have been 
better to have continued this study through another hour, than 
to have retired for the usual service, could the whole congregation 
have been present ; for few sermons awaken thought as did this 
exercise. We are also persuaded that such exhaustive, thorough 
preparation on the part of the leader will make any teachers’- 
meeting or Bible class interesting, and so interesting as to rise 
to the degree of enthusiasm for such study of the Bible. 


laymen largely unoccupied. 
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ON THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD. 


BY THE REV. H. 8. LATHAM, JR. 
{Translated from the Latin. ]} 

A boy is born in Bethlehem, 

Who fills with joy Jerusalem. 

He lieth in a manger low, 

Whose reign the worlds and ages know. 

The ox and ass were well aware 

Their Lord himself was lying there. 

Sabeean kings to greet him fare ; 

Frankincense, myrrh, and gold they bear. 

From virgin mother life he drew, 

Nor human father ever knew ; 

Without the serpent’s wound and shame, 

sut yet of our own blood he came ; 

So like to us in flesh, within 

So unlike on account of sin ; 

That he might render even us men 

Like to himself and God again. 

Oh, let us in this birthday joy 

To bless the Lord our tongues employ ; 

The holy Trinity be praised, 

To God our thankful voices raised! 


LESSONS FROM AN OLD BIOGRAPHY. 


BY THE REV. J. R. MILLER. 

In recent studies on the life of Moses there were many 
lessons that impressed me deeply. One or two of these 
I may note here for their intense practicalness. 

The first is the superiority of great moral power over 
mere eloquent speech. Moses was not a man of words, 
and Aaron became his mouthpiece. The great lawgiver 
was certainly set somewhat in the background by his elo- 
quent brother. He spoke to Aaron in private the words 
of God, and Aaron spoke to Pharaoh, and to the people, 
and performed the signs and wonders, and apparently 
became the bearer of the sacred staff, the emblem of 
power. Thus he, and not Moses, stood most prominently 
and conspiculousy before the people as their leader 
and teacher. And yet Moses, the silent man, was 
ever the inspiring power behind the eloquent tongue, 
though not always, perhaps, recognized as such, nor 
fully appreciated. His greatness was doubtless over- 
shadowed many atime by the popular gifts of him who 
was only his mouthpiece. Aaron received the praise, 
while Moses was forgotten. 

But he could well afford to wait. As time rolled on, 
and as the first transient impression wore away and the 
real work began to take its abiding shape, the mere 


speaker dropped out of view; his eloquence died away; | 


and “ Moses, the dumb, backward, disinterested prophet,”’ 
was seen in his true place, clad in his true power, esti- 
caated at his true worth, as the real leader of the people, 
the founder of the sacred nation. 

The lesson I get from all this is, that something 
more is required to influence men and mould their lives: 
to make deep and permanent impressions on their hearts; 
to leave great and lasting blessings in the world; some- 
thing more is needed than the gift of fluent speech. There 
must be a soul behind the musical voice, touched and 
quickened by the very life of God. There must be great 
thoughts as well as fluent utterance. In the preparation, 
therefore, for usefulness in this world, there is more 
requisite than vocal culture. Our hearts must be trained. 
There must be soul culture. Tongues of angels, without 
love to inspire their eloquent strains, are but as sounding 
brass. Life is infinitely more potent than speech. 

And let not those of slow or stammering tongue repine, 
and say that because they cannot speak well, they can be 
of no use. 
more impressive, far, than the most brilliant arts of ora- 
tory. Let your soul be filled with God’s spirit ; let your 
heart be fragrant with God’s love; let your life be 
emptied out in self-sacrifice, as Christ may give you 
opportunity ; then, though no eloquent tongue be yours 
though multitudes be not thrilled or moved, or swayed, 
by your burning tones, yet your work will be true, deep, 
and abiding. 
shall have died away in the air, your influence will still 
remain, a living power in the hearts of men, and an 
unfading light in the world. When the true history of 
life comes to be read, in the final and universal disclos- 
ure, many a noiseless, silent, unappreciated ministry will 
appear to be radiant and glorious, while many a life of 


| great earthly prominence, landed and honored here, shall 
| shrivel into emptiness and nothingness. 


There is another thought that has come to me with 


startling distinctness as I have pondered this wonderful | 
It is this, that the life of Moses was, after all, 


history. 


The eloquence of noble life is richer and | 


And when the accents of silvery speech | 
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almost a failure. After his long course of training, ex- 
tending over fourscore years, when God called him to 
begin his life-work, he sought to be excused, urging plea 
after plea, and at the last almost positively refused to go. 
He almost folded up his talent ina napkin to hide it 
away. As it was, he probably lost part of the blessing 
and glory that might have been his, had he not so shrunk 
back. It startles us to think that with another word of hesi- 
| tation from his lips, the Lord might have turned 
| away and left him in the wilderness, sending some other 
one on the great mission for which he had been trained, 
and that over that great life would have been written 
failure. And myriads of lives, with glorious possibilities, 
have been utter failures, because men and women 
have not gone promptiy to duty at the divine call. God 
has made us all sovereigns. He will never force us to 
| serve him, nor will he always strive. 
| At Baalbec, in a quarry, lies a magnificent column, the 
| largest worked stone in the world, almost detached and 
ready for transportation. And in the ruined Temple of 
| the Sun, near by, is a niche still waiting for it, after forty 
centuries. 








So large, so grand, it isa failure, because it 
never filled the place for which it was quarried and hewn. 

Like failures are many human lives. Who can tell 
how many men lie among the waste and ruins of life, 
| whom God designed to fill grand places, but who, when 
called, refused to go? They folded their talents away 
| 
| 


and buried them, and forever they will lie in the quarries, 
pale ghosts of glorious “ might-have-beens,” while the 
| niches in God’s temple which they were meant to fill 
| remain forever vacant. 

We can only make our lives successful by promptly 
and joyfully accepting every call of our Master to his ser- 
vice, by putting ourselves utterly into his hands, to be 
used anywhere, in any way, for any end, as he may 
direct. 


A VIEW OF ANCIENT EPHESUS. 


BY CAMARDEEN, 


To those who love to trace the great forces and the mov- 
ing events in human history, the city of Ephesus is full 
| of interest. The secular philosopher will delight to glean 
from ancient chronicles how Androcles laid its founda- 
tions, with a colony of Athenians; how for centuries it 
preserved its independence as one of the twelve Greek 
free cities of Asia; though the first marauding band of 
Cimmerians laid it waste and burned its temple; how it 
was besieged and captured by the wealthy Creesus, not- 
withstanding the Ephesians, to save their city, dedicated 
| it to Diana, stretching for the purpose a long rope to her 
temple from the city wall, a distance of seven stadia. He 
will find instruction in its vicissitudes through the inva- 
| sions of Xerxes and Cyrus, when strangely, and almost 
alone of the shrines of Asia, its temple escaped the icono- 
clastic zeal of the monotheistic Persians; only, however, 
_ to be burned on the night of the birth of Alexander by one 

Eratostratus, who thus transmitted his name to posterity ; 
and again to be rebuilt in greater magnificence by joint 
contribution of all the cities of the Panionium. He will 
study with roused attention the second irruption of the 
Gallic Cimmerians—smaller prototype of the flood that 
long afterward dismembered the Roman Empire—who 
overran Ephesus with the rest of Asia Minor, leaving 
their name, their colonies and their language farther to 
| the east, in the province of Galatia. Nor will he cease to 
| be absorbed in its lessons, till he has followed the city 
through the Roman conquest, after which, helped on by 
the fall of Miletus, it became more than ever the entrepéot 
and mart of Asia, and still more the honorable worshiper 
of the great Diana; so thet even the emperors delighted 
to render her glorious with precious gifts and a more 
ample dwelling. Nor will he, the cold philosopher, be 
content to look without interest upon its reception of the 
new religion. He may have observed with curiosity the 
impress which the half-mythical Amazons of the region 
left upon the rites of the priestesses of Diana, in their 
naked sword dances, and other savage exercises ; as well 
as the mingling of the mysteries of Cybele and the Phe- 
nician gods with those of the Greek Artemis. He may 
have wondered at the far-famed mystic characters on 
Diana’s image, of powerful charm; with the Ephesian 
practice of magic, scarcely less noted than the games, the 
asiarchs, the temple, and the commerce ; but he will es- 
teem these as nothing in comparison with the world of 
social and religious questions that open before him as he 
sees the old rites give way to the new belief, and Ephesus 
presenting to the world the chief success and most glori- 
ous beginning of that which has proved the most endur- 
ing empire of time. 

And to the Christian student, likewise, this one of the 

seven churches must ever be most dear and prominent, 
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He will think of Apollos, mighty in the Scriptures, who, | 
knowing as yet only the baptism of John, preached the 
kingdom of heaven at hand, baptized unto repentance, | 
and in this moral wilderness prepared a highway for our 
God. Aquila and Priscilla will appear in their gentle | 
and beautiful light, privately instructing Apollos in the 
perfect way, till the apostles come to tell of the Holy | 
Spirit and baptize in the name of the Lord Jesus, Paul | 
will next come, discussing for two full years in the school 
of Tyrannus, opposing Ephesian magic with no ordinary 
miracles till the books of curious arts are brought and 
burned together, preaching from house to house, ceasing 
not daily to warn with tears, and gathering the noblest 
church of early Christendom. And, last, the beloved, 
aged John, returned from his exile to the city hill-tops 
whence Patmos is almost in sight away over the island 
of Samos, will be seen standing in the church whose works 
and patience the Lord knew, which for the Name’s sake 
had labored and had not fallen, exhorting to love one 
another ; and finally leaving to the city as its name his 
familiar title of “‘ The Divine,” which name, by the laws 
of language regularly distorted into ‘ Ayasoluk,” continues 
unto this day. 

But of these and kindred matters, we can scarce'at present 
give further hint. They may be hunted out, at industri- 
ous leisure, on the library shelves. Our present attention 
is to be confined to such particulars as may be seen or 
illustrated by the explorations of the present day. 

Approaching ancient Ephesus by sea, as was the wont 
of the Greeks, who, whether as settlers, invaders, or his- 
torians, have left abundant records of its former state, 
we pass along due east from Athens, northward of the 
island of Samos, into a wide, somewhat retreating bay, 
shallowing inland till it meets the alluvium of the Cays- 
ter. Before us is a level plain, some five or six miles 
broad: to the northward we see Mt. Pagytus, a pro- 
longation of the ridge of Dracon and Tmolus. One of 
those two peaks between which the ridge breaks, is one 
of the many named Olympus. Just through that break 
lies Smyrna, at the end of the valley of the Hermus. In 
that same valley, in a line running up the centre of our 
Cayster plain, northeastwards, over the wild passes of 
Tmolus, along the road by which St. Paul first descended 
to Ephesus—a road whose pavement still in part remains 
—lies Sardis, the royal city of Lydian Croesus. To the 
south is Coressus, a lengthened spur of the Messogis 
mountains, running seaward to end in Mount Mycale. 
At the extremity of Mount Mycale is the promontory of 
Trogyllium, a point often rounded by the apostles in 
their missionary journeys. Between this point and the 
island of Samos is a narrow strait, through which, accord- 
ing to the experience of the great biblical critic, Tischen- 
dorf, it isa whole day’s long, sea-sick sail to Patmos. Over 
Mycale, on a bay into which empties the Meander, lie 
Myus, Miletus the old rival of Ephesus, and Priene, 
which has lately yielded up some unique treasures to the 
British Museum. Along the coast, a little northward, is 
Colophon; a little southward are Pygela the outer port 
of Ephesus, Neapolis, and the famous Panionium built 
by and for the united cities of Asia. Inland we see 
Ephesus, rising from the plain along the mountain side 
for a mile and a half; its western wall running along the 
ridge of Coressus. Near at hand, joined by a saddle to 
Coressus, a high sugar-loaf hill meets the eye, crowned 
by a fortified watch-tower, or minature acropolis, which 
later generations will fancifully style St. Paul’s Prison. 
This is the outermost limit of the city. Along the foot 
of this sugar-loaf, and beyond, runs an artificial harbor, 
extending quite up to the principal public buildings of 
Ephesus, which the Romans have filled up somewhat to 
make ground for new edifices. In front is the immense forum 
with a large gymnasium, with the agora or market-place 
at its left; while just behind both, on the side of a hill 
called Lepre, is the famous theater, whither the tumultu- 
ous throng rushed, and for two hours long shouted “Great 
is Diana of the Ephesians.” Arriving at this point, we 
can see that a deep depression, running around to the 
left, separates Lepre from Coressus. In this narrow 
depression are a public fountain, a smaller theater or 
Odeon, another gymnasium, and several smaller public 
buildings, scattered along as far as the gate that leads to 
Magnesia. Along the side hill, too, is a little obscure 
aqueduct. At the Magnesian gate the wall descends 
from Coressus along a slope called Opistholepria (the 
hill behind Lepre), and then rises on the other side over 
a double hill. The first half of this double hill is still 

Lepre. The other half is a hill which moderns generally 


call Mt. Prion, or the saw-edged ; but which new investi- 
gations of manuscripts show rather to be Mt. Pion, or the 
fat ; one passage, indeed, relating that it was so named 
from its fertility. Over the saddle between Lepre and 
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to the Temple of Diana: the Via Sacra; just as in Rome 
the Via Sacra runs from the Forum to the Colisenm. 
Outside the wall, on the eastern slope of Lepre, is a street 


| of tombs, and near them the most ancient tomb of Ephe- 


sus, perhaps that of Androcles, its founder. Following 


| the wall over Mt. Pion, we come to the immense Stadium, | 


built with huge arches, just on the western edge of the 


precipitous hill, and confronted by another hill that is | 
| crowned witha very singular rock sanctuary. Northof the 


Stadium a little way, its outer wall coincident with the 
earlier city wall, isanothergymnasium. Below the outer 
portion of the city descended upon the plain, taking in 
another street of tombs. On the north side of Pion, the 
sea mingled with the marshy edge of the Cayster, stretch- 
ing inwards more than a mile beyond the Stadium, till 
stopped by a sudden rise of land. Just below this rise, 
built in the marshy ground to avoid destruction by earth- 
quakes, close to the sea’s inmost extremity, and just seven 
Greek stadia distant from the nearest corner of the wall 
at the gymnasium of the Stadium, stands the famous 
Artemision, the temple of Artemis, or Diana. 

Already in ancient times it was known that these “Cays- 
trian meadows,” composed of marsh and alluvium, had 
formerly been part of the sea. The pre-historic sea- 
shore was doubtless the rise of land just mentioned, just 
above the temple. But the plain is to fill up still more, 
till, except in the ruins of the artificial harbor, the sea 
removes three miles away from the temple. And not only 
that, but the whole coast is to slowly rise from the sea: 
the mouths of the Meander are to silt up and gradually 
destroy the harbor of Miletus ; and many islands along 
the coast are to rise higher from the sea and form prom- 
ontories. 

The temple meets our eyes as a splendid group of col- 
onnades, partly roofed over. Within is a small adytum, 
the cell of the goddess, containing the rude image; and 
inside this image, most likely, was one of those betyli, or 
meteoric sacred stones, “fallen down from Jupiter,” or 
heaven. The colonnades cover an area four hundred and 
twenty-five feet in length, by two hundred and twenty in 
breadth. The columns are sixty feet high, one hundred 
and twenty-seven in number, each the gift of aking; and 
thirty-six of them are enriched with sculptures in high- 
relief, with coloring and goldén ornaments. In these 
colonnades was first matured the graceful Ionic order of 
architecture. Rude representations of this temple and 
of its ugly idol are stamped upon the coins of Ephesus ; 
whose legends often bear the Greek Testament name of 
Ephesus, “the temple-sweeper of Artemis ;” for by this 
name is Diana known to the Greek Testament and to the 
ancient world. The temple is of the whitest marble, dug 
on Mt. Pion, where traces of the tools are still visible in 
the dripping quarries. This is no common marble; a 
shepherd, one Pixodorus, for its discovery was re-named 
Evangelus, the bringer of glad tidings, and after his death 
received divine honor. The folding-doors of the temple 
are of cypress wood, That portion of the temple not 
open to the sky is roofed with cedar; and the staircase is 
made from a vegetable wonder, the wood of a single vine 
that grew in the island of Cyprus. This temple is a wit- 
ness of all the changes from Croesus to Alexander, from 
Alexander to Constantine. Indeed, it would seem that 
before Androcles founded Ephesus, a temple of Diana 
stood on thisspot, guarded by the Amazons, and especially 
cherished by the Phoczan navigators. Now it is the chief 
treasury and resort for worship of all the world; and, in 
the words of the German Guhl, “ what the Bank of Eng- 
land is to the modern world.” 

But a vision of ancient Ephesus must be somewhat 
dim, and dimmer still as ages roll away. The glory of its 
ancient games and worship are dispersed by a better light. 
The splendid parts and pillars of its heathen temple are 
dispersed to adorn the Christian churches in Constanti- 
nople and the cities of Italy. Its superstitions and its 
ruins are alike buried in the dust of marching generations; 
and at last the delving of the historian, and the pick and 
spade of the antiquary, are needed in order, little by little, 
to let in the day upon the stores of knowledge hid beneath 
the marshy ground, and concealed among tangled thickets 
and jumbled rocks. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


SANTA CLAUS’S BIRTHDAY. 


BY M. E. WINSLOW. 


“T tell yer it is. It’s a birthday, teacher said so. 
I axed her last Sunday and she said yes,—there !” and Jim 
looked as if that settled it. 

“T tell yer, it’s jest Santer Claws, that’s wot Christmas 





Pion runs the main street from the Forum and Theatre 





is, Didn’t sister Suke go to it last year and brought home 
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|a orange and a Johnny-jump? My! how she cried when 

the Johnny’s string broke and he wouldn’t jump any 
more—how I’d hate ter be a gurl. 
rotten spot inter it too. 
how.” 


The orange had a 
Santer Claws is all a sham any- 


“T say it’s a birthday; teacher said so,” reiterated Jim, 
doggedly, while a group of boys gathered closely round 
with great appearance of interest and some signs of a 
fight. 

“Come, boys, don’t quarrel,” said a big, good-natured 
looking fellow, who sometimes acted as peacemaker when 
it seemed worth while. “S’pose it is a birthday, and 
s’pose it is Santer Claws, why, it’s jes’ Santer Claws’s 
birthday, that’s all. Don’t fight about it, fellers.” 

“ What does Santer Claws do on his birthday, and why 
do they call it Christmas?” asked a little fellow, whose 
hair, could the dirt have been combed from its tangled 
masses by gentle, loving hands, would have presented 
| many a wavy line of ruddy gold. 

“T dunno why they call it Christmas ’cept ’cause it’s a 
birthday,” said persistent Jim; “ but they has cakes, an’ 
apples, an’ peanuts, an’ shoes an’ sich, an’ teacher she 
said ef any boy’d come for four weeks reg’lar he could 
come ter the Christmas-tree too. ’Tain’t hard work, 
boys, s’pose you try it. I’m goin’ ter, any way.” 

Most of the boys laughed. But little Jake did not fail 
to present himself at the school door the next Sunday. 

“That’s a bold, rough boy,” said one of the mission 
teachers, at the close of the Christmas festival, when the 
usual tree had been lighted, the usual carols sung, the 
usual gifts distributed,—“‘a bold, rough boy, though he 
does look so small and innocent. Did you see how he 
grabbed everything he could lay his hands on, pushed 
away the girls and younger children, and seemed to have 
no interest in the festival or what it teaches, no thought 
beyond getting as much as possible of all these good 
things for himself. I even saw him wrench two of the 
candles from the tree, when he thought no one saw him. 
It is thankless work, this mission school teaching; it is 
sowing seed in such radically bad soil that 1 sometimes 
think we shall never get any crop.” 

“T don’t agree with you,” said the young lady 
addressed. By the way she often did not agree with the 
speaker, which did not, by any means, prevent his seek- 
ing her society on every occasion. “TI think there is 
more in that boy than we see. I have meant to look him 
up ever since he was put in my class, and should have 
done so if the preparations for the festival had not 
absorbed my time and attention. Did you notice he did 
not eat one of the good things which, as you say, he 
‘grabbed’ so unceremoniously? He put the toys care- 
fully in his ragged pockets, and when the shoes were 
tried on, persisted in taking a pair small enough for a 
child of three years old, saying he knew what he was 
about and it was all right. I’m going to speak to him. 
Why, there he goes, first of all the children to leave; 
let’s follow him;” and the impetuous young lady, fol- 
lowed, of course, by her somewhat unwilling admirer, 
dashed out into the frosty night air, and, with some diffi- 
culty, kept in sight of a shadowy little figure, which 
turned corners, crossed streets, and wound in and out, and 
finally disappeared in the dark doorway of a large but 
very dilapidated house. Following him here, she was 
confronted by a stalwart woman, who asked her business, 
and, on being answered, said: 

“Tt’s the childer ye be afther wantin’, sure; and it’s 
toime some one was comin’ to’em, and me seein’ to ’em 
when I can, and niver gittin’ no blessed cint o’ rent fur 
the room all these tin months an’ more since the miser- 
able old drunken father wint aff an’ left ’em, and me 
that saft-loike that I couldn’t bear to turn ’em into the 
street.” 

“Ten months!” said the young lady, as she and her 
escort prepared to follow the Irish woman upstairs. 
“ Have you fed them all that time?” 

“No, I can’t say that. I have my own mouths to pro- 
vide for. There’s only two of ’em, and I guess the bhoy’s 
managed well enough; there’s the room,” said she, point- 
ing to the farthest door in the garret, and seeming to feel 
that her extreme goodness to “the childer” was not 
appreciated as she thought it deserved. 

The door stood slightly ajar so that the visitors could, 
unobserved themselves, watch the singular and unex- 
pected scene within. A few old articles of furniture 
stood around the room, a few cinders smouldered in the 
grate, to which the recent addition of a pile of chips 
had added a cheerful blaze. On a little table stood a 
twig of evergreen, the refuse of some church dressing, 
propped up with wooden blocks and lighted with two 
small pink candles, inartistically tied on with string. A 
pop-corn chain hung across it, and ranged around were 
oranges, apples, cakes, nuts, candy, one or two cheap toys, 
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and the little shoes. On a wooden stool stood a sunny- 
haired, blue-eyed girl of about three, clapping her hands, 
crowing, and shouting with almost inarticulate delight. 

“ That’s Christmas, Baby,” said Jake; “ it’s somebody’s 
birthday, maybe Santer Claws, but I don’t know ’zactly. 
Anyway he’s sent yer all these things, and these shoes, so’s 
yer can go out with buddy in the snow and not get wet 
feet. That’s a Christmas-tree, and they sing at it so—” 
and he sang in a clear, little voice, with a wonderfully 
correct ear, one of the carols learned at the mission school. 
Baby did not pay much attention, being already engaged 
in laying in a good,if not over-digestible, supper of 
dainties; but the boy went on talking to her in a solilo- 
quizing way that seemed a habit with him. “Who do 
yer suppose Jesus is that we sing about; do yer think it’s 
Santer Claws what sent yer the goodies? We know ’bout 
heaven, ’cause that’s where mother said she was goin’ 
when she told me to be a good boy and take care o’ Baby. 
Father didn’t use to take no care of yer, Baby; wonder 
if he’s gone off to heaven too, to beat mother, when he’s 
drunk, as he used ter do.” 

The young Sunday-school visitor could stand this no 
longer, but bursting into the room, and catching the 
astonished Baby in her arms, she said: “ Jake, little 
Jake, do you live here all alone, and support your little 
sister? ” 

“Yes’m, mother told me to. I wash and dress her 
just as I usei to see her do; an I’ve got a kit, an’ give 
boots a shine; an’ sometimes people give me pennies, an’ 
so Baby and [ have enough to eat. She’s just as good 
when I’m out; plays with blocks and .goes ter sleep, and 
don’t tech the fire; and summer nights I used ter carry 
her out in the Park, but yer see she’s getting so big I can’t 
carry her, that’s why I brought the shoes.” 

‘* When did your mother go to heaven?” 

“* Most two years ago,” said Jake; “an’ she telled me to 
take good care o’ Baby.” 

“ Please, teacher,” said little Jake, presently, “ won’t 
you tell me whose birthday Christmas is, and who is 
Jesus?” 

And so the sweet old story, never so appropriate as on 
Christmas night, was told again by sweet, young lips to 
an eager, interested listener. Jake’s blue eyes opened 
wide with astonishment at the angels and the shep- 
herds, but dimmed with sympathetic moisture at the 
Babe of Bethlehem. He shuddered at the cross and its 
surroundings, but lingered with an endless string of ques: 
tions at the kind arms which encircled and blessed little 
children. 

“ Jake, this blessed Jesus is alive, and loves you now. 
Christmas is his birthday, not Santa Claus’s. He wants 
you to love him, and be good and gentle, not to lie or 
steal or fight.” 

“To take care of Baby?” said Jake, to whom the whole 
moral law seemed embodied in this expression. 

“Of course! He loves Baby too. Don’t you remember 
he was a little baby at Bethlehem ?” . 

Jake gave a satisfied nod, and, turning to his little 
sister, said: 

“ Baby, I made a mistake, it ain’t Santer Claws’s birth- 
day, but Jesus’; an’ he sent yer ther goodies, an’ ther 
shoes. He loves yer, cause he was once a baby hisself. 
I’m goin’ to love him, and then, teacher, won’t he help 
me ter be good, and take care of Baby?” 

A new home nest has been fitted up since last Christ- 
mas, and among its appointments is a golden-haired boy, 
who cleans boots, attends the door, and goes of errands, 
flitting about the house, the pet of its young mistress; 
but the care of the little errand-boy is a bright, delicate- 
looking four-year-old, who answers to no other name but 
“Baby.” It is again Christmas evening, and as the 
children again rejoice in their newly received treasures, 
Jake, from the moral stand-point of all he has learned 
during the past year, is overheard to say : 

“Baby, ain’t you glad that Jesus was born a little baby 
on Christmas Day? and wasn’t I a fool to think it was 
Santa Claus’s birthday?” 


EZRA’S HEROIC FAITH. 
[From Maclaren’s Week-day Evening Addresses. } 
The memory of Ezra the scribe has scarcely had fair 
play among Bible-reading people. True, neither his 


character nor the incidents of his life reach the height of 


interest or of grandeur belonging to the earlier men and 
their times. He is no hero, or prophet; only a scribe; 
there is a certain narrowness as well as a prosaic turn 
about his mind, and altogether one feels that he is a 
smaller man than the Elijahs and Davids of the older 
days. But the homely garb of the scribe covered a very 
brave, devout heart, and the story of his life deserves to 
be more familiar to us than it is. 

This scrap from the account of his preparations for the 





march from Babylon to Jerusalem gives us a glimpse of 
high-toned faith, and a noble strain of feeling. He and 
his company had a long, weary journey of four months 
before them. They had had little experience of arms and 
warfare, or of hardships and desert marches, in their 
Babylonian homes. Their caravan was made unwieldy 
and feeble by: the presence of a large proportion of women 
and children. They had much valuable property with 
them. The stony desert, which stretches unbroken from 
the Euphrates to the uplands on the east of Jordan, was 
infested then as now by wild bands of marauders, who 
might easily swoop down on the encumbered march of 
Ezra and his men, and make a clean sweep of all which they 
had. And he knew that he had but toask and have an escort 
from the king that would ensure their safety till they saw 
Jerusalem. Artaxerxes’ surname, “the long-handed,” 
may have described a physical peculiarity, but it also 
expressed the reach of his power; his arm could reach 
these wandering plunderers, and if Ezra and his troop 
were visibly under his protection, they could march secure. 
So it was not a small exercise of trust in a higher hand 
that is told us here so simply. It took some strength of 
principle to abstain from asking what it would have been 
so natural to ask, so easy to get, so comfortable to have. 
But, as he says, he remembered how confidently he had 
spoken of God’s defense, and he feels that he must be 
true to his professed creed, even if it deprives him of 
the king’s guards. He halts his followers for three days 
at the last station before the desert, and there, with fast- 
ing and prayer, they put themselves in God’s hand; and 
then the band, with their wives and little ones, and their 
substance,—a heavily-loaded and feeble caravan,—fling 
themselves into the dangers of the long, dreary, robber- 
haunted march, Did notthe scribe’s robe cover as brave a 
heart as ever beat beneath a breastplate? 

That symbolic phrase, “the hand of our God,” as 
expressive of the divine protection, occurs with remark- 
able frequency in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, and 
though not peculiar to them, is yet strikingly character- 
istic of them. It has a certain beauty and force of its own. 
The hand is, of course, the seat of active power. It is on 
or over a man likesome great shield held aloft above him, 
below which there is safe hiding. So that great hand 
bends itself over us, and we are secure beneath its hollow. 
As a child sometimes carries a tender-winged butterfly in 
the globe of its two hands, that the bloom on its wings 
may not be ruffled by its fluttering, so he carries our feeble 
unarmored souls enclosed in the covert of his almighty 


hand. ‘“ Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of 


hishand?” “ Who hath gathered the wind in his fists?” 
In that curved palm, where all the seas lie as a very little 
thing, we are held; the grasp that keeps back the tem- 
pests from their wild rush, keeps us, too, from being 
smitten by theirblast. Asa father may lay his own large, 
muscular hand on his child’s tiny fingers to help him, or 
as “ Elisha put his hands on the king’s hands,” that the 
contact might strengthen him to shoot the arrow of the 
Lord’s deliverance, so the hand of our God is upon us to 
impart power as well as protection; and our “ bow abides 
in strength” when “the arms of our hands are made 
strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.” That 
was Ezra’s faith, and that should be ours. 

Note Ezra’s sensitive shrinking from anything like in- 
consistency between his creed and his practice. It was easy 
to talk about God’s protection when he was safe behind 
the walls of Babylon; but now the push had come. There 
was a real danger before him and his unwarlike followers. 


No doubt, too, there were plenty of people who would | 
have been delighted to catch him tripping; and he felt | 


that his cheeks would have tingled with shame if they 
had been able to say, “ Ah! that is what all his fine pro- 
fessions come to, is it? He wants aconvoy, doeshe? We 
thought as much. It is always so with these people who 
talk in that style. They are just like the rest of us when 
the pinch comes.”’ So with a high and keen sense of what 
was required by his avowed principles, he will have no 
guards for the road. There was a man whose religion 
was, at any rate, not a fair-weather religion. It did notgo 


off in fine speeches about trusting to the protection of 


God, spoken from behind the skirts of the king, or from 
the middle of a phalanx of his soldiers. He clearly meant 
what he said, and believed every word of it asa prose 
fact, which was solid enough to build conduct on. 

I am afraid a great many of us would rather have tried 
to reconcile our asking for a band of horsemen with our 
professed trust in God’s hand; and there would have 
been plenty of excuses very ready about using means as 
well as exercising faith, and not being called upon to 
abandon advantages, and not pushing a good principle to 
Quixotic lengths, and so on, and so on. But whatever 


truth there is in such considerations, at any rate, we may | 


well learn the lesson of this story—to be true to our pro- 
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fessed principles; to beware of making our religion a 
matter of words; to live, when the time for putting them 
into practice comes, by the maxims which we have been 
forward to proclaim when there was no risk in applying 
them; and to try sometimes to look at our lives with the 
eyes of people who do not share our faith, that we may 
bring our actions up to the mark of what they expect of 
us. If “the church” would oftener think of what “ the 
world” looks for from it, it would seldomer have cause 
to be ashamed of the terrible gap between its words and 
its deeds. 

There is very little fear of any of us pushing that prin- 
ciple to Quixotic lengths. The danger is all the other 
way. So it is worth while to notice that we have here an 
instance of a man’s being carried by a certain lofty enthu- 
siasm further than the mere law of duty would take 
him. There would have been no harm in Ezra’s asking 
an escort, seeing that his whole enterprise was made pos- 
sible by the king’s support. He would not have been 
“leaning on an arm of flesh” by availing himself of the 
royal troops, any more than when he used the royal firman, 
But a true man often feels that he cannot do the things 
which he might without sin do. “ All things are lawful 
for me, but all things are not expedient,” said Paul. And 
the same apostle eagerly contended that he had a perfect 
right to money support from the Gentile churches; and 
then, in the next breath, flamed up into, “I have used 
none of these things, for it were better for me to die, than 
that any man should make my glorying void.” A sensi- 
tive spirit, or one profoundly stirred by religious emotion, 
will, like the apostle whose feet were moved by love, far 
outrun the slower soul, whose steps are only impelled by 
the thought of duty. Better that the cup should run 
over than that it should not be full. Where we delight 
to do his will, there will often be more than a scrupulously 
regulated enough ; and where there is not sometimes that 
“more,” there will never be enough. 

“ Give all thou canst; high heaven rejects the lore 
Of nicely calculated less or more.” 

What shall we say of people who profess that God is 
their portion, and are as eager in the scramble for money 
as anybody? What kind of commentary will sharp- 
sighted, sharp-tongued observers have a right to make on 
us, whose creed is so unlike theirs, while our lives are 
identical? Do you believe, friends, that “the hand of 
our God is upon all them for good that seek him?” Then 
do you not think that racing after the prizes of this world, 
with flushed cheeks and laboring breath, or longing with 
a gnawing hunger of heart, for any earthly good, or 
lamenting over the removal of creatural defenses and 
joys, as if heaven were empty because some one’s place 
here is, or as if God were dead because dear ones die, 
may well be a shame to us, and a taunt on the lips of our 
enemies, Let us learn again the lesson from this old 
story,—that if our faith in God is not the veriest sham, 
it demands, and will produce, the abandonment some- 
times, the subordination always, of external helps and 
material good. 

Notice, too, Ezra’s preparation for receiving the divine 





help. There by the river Ahava, he halts his company, 
like a prudent leader, to repair omissions, and put the 
| last touches to their organization before facing the wilder- 
| ness. But he has another purpose also. “I proclaimed 
| a fast there, to seek of God a right way for us.” There 
| was no fool-hardiness in his courage ; he was well aware 
of all the possible dangers on the road; and whilst he is 
confident of the divine protection, he knows that, in his 
| own quiet, matter-of-fact words, it is given “to all them 
| that seek him.” So his faith not only impels him to the 
| renunciation of the Babylonian guard, but to earnest sup- 
| plication for the defense in which he isso confident. He 
| is sure it will be given—so sure, that he will have no other 
shield ; and yet he fasts and prays that he and his com- 
pany may receive it. He prays because he issure that he 
will receive it, and does receive it because he prays and is 
sure. 

So for us, the condition and preparation on and by 
which we are sheltered by that great hand, is the faith 
that asks, and the asking of faith. We must forsake the 
earthly props, but we must also believingly desire to be 
upheld by the heavenly arms. We make God responsible 
for our safety whenwe abandon other defense, and com- 
mit ourselves to him. With eyes open to our dangers, 
and full consciousness of our own unarmed and unwarlike 
weakness, let us solemnly commend ourselves to him, 
rolling all our burden on his strong arms, knowing that he 
is able to keep that which we have committed to him. He 
will accept the trust, and set his guards about us, As the 
song of the returning exiles, which may have been sung 
by the river Ahava, has it: “My help cometh from the 
Lord. The Lord is thy keeper. The Lord is thy shade 
| upon thy right hand.” 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


| Fourth Quarter, 1878. | 
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE. 


13. December 29.— Review. 


| First Quarter, 1879. | 

1. January 5.—The Second Temple.............. ooceseccccccee ere 3 : 1-13 
2. January 12. The Dedication EE = eae ee Ezra 6: 14-22 
%. January 19.—The Mission of Nehemiah........ ..... Nehemiah 2: 1-8 
4. January %.—The Builders Interrupted._........-... Nehemiah 4: 7-18 
5. February 2.—The Reading of the Law................ Nehemiah 8: 1-8 
6. February 9.—The Keeping of the Sabbath ..Nehemiah 13: 15-22 
7. February 16.—The Way of the Righteous Psalm 1: 1-6 
8 February 23.—The King in Zion bon Psalm 2; 1-12 
9. March 2.—The Prayer of the Penitent...... a .----Psalm 51: 1-13 
10, March 9.—The Joy of Forgiveness..... .. Psalm 32: 1-11 
1}, March 16.—Delight in God's House -..--. Psalin 84; 1-12 
12. March 23.—The All-seeing God Psalm 139: 1-12 
13. March 30,—Review. 


LESSON 2, SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 
Title: THE DEDICATION. 
GOLDEN TEXT: THE GLORY OF THIS LATTER HOUSE SHALL BE 


GREATER THAN OF THE FORMER, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS; AND IN 
THIS PLACE WILL I GIVE PRKACR, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. — Haggai2:9. 


1879. 


Lesson Topie: Building to God’s Honor. 


{ 1. Finishing, vy. 14, 15. 
2. Dedicating, v. 16-18. 
3. Purifying, v. 19-22. 


Outline : 


HOME READINGS. 

Monday, Jan. 6: Ezra 6: 14-22. 
Tuesday, Jan. 7: Zech. 4: 1-14. Building with God’s promise. 
Wednesday, Jan. 8: Psa, 127: 1-5. 
Psa. 132: 1-18. 
Friday, Jan. 10: 1 Kings 8 : 54-66. 
Saturday, Jan. 11: 
the temple. 
Sunday, Jan, 12: 


Building to God’s honor. 


Building by God’s help, 

Thursday, Jan. 9: David’s purpose. 
Solomon’s dedication. 

15-36. 


2 Chron, 29: Hezekiah purifying 


Mark 11: 1-17. Jesus purifying the temple. 
LESSON TEXT. 


[Ezra 6: 14-22.] 


14. And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered | 
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah 
the son of Iddo, And they builded, and finished it, according 
to the commandment of the God of Israel, and, according to the | 
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of 
Persia. 

15. And this house was finished on the thirdday of the month | 
Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king. 


16, And the children of Israel, the priests, aud the Levites, 
and the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication 
of this house of God with joy, 

17. And offered at the dedication of this house of God a hun- 
dred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for 
asin offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, according to the 
number of the tribes of Israel. 

18, And they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites 
in their courses, for the service of God, which 7s at Jerusalem ; 
as it is written in the book of Moses. 

19. And the children of the captivity kept the passover upon 
the fourteenth day of the first month. 

20. For the priests and the Levites were purified together, all 
of them were pure, and killed the passover for all the children 
of the captivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for them- 
selves, 

21. And the children of Israel, which were come again out of 
captivity, and all such as had separated themselves unto them 
from the filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the Lorp 
God of Israel, did eat, 

22. And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with 
joy : for the Lorp had made them joyful, and turned the heart 
of the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in 
the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. 


BIBLE LIGHTS, 


Ezra6: 14. Through the prophesying.——Then the 
prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 
prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in 
the name of the God of Israel, even unto them, 


Then rose up 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and began to build the house ef God which is at Jerusalem : 
and with them were the prophets of God helping them. Ezra 
5: 1, 2.——Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua 
the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the 
people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words 
of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him, and 
the people did fear before the Lord. And they came and did 
work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God. Hag. 
1: 12, 14, 
Finished it.——The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and 
thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. 





| . . : P 
Zech. 4: 9. | place some eighty years before he became prominent in 


assembly : 


and the feast seven days. 


| fices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great 


| of Jerusalem was heard even afar off. 


| four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. Rev. 


tabernacle of the congregation. 





THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES, 


Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: 
even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the tem- 
ple, Thy foundation shall be laid. Isa. 44: 28.——Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. Go up to the moun- 
tain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take 
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord. 

V. 16. The dedication, 


fice of peace offering 


—And Solomon offered a sacri- 
3, which he offered unto the Lord. . . . So 
the king and all children of Israel] dedicated the house of the 
Lord. 1 Kings &: 63. -[n the eighth day they made a solemn 
for they kept the dedication of the altar seven days, 
And it was at Jeru- 


2 Chron.7: 9 


salem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. John 
10: 22. 
With joy.——And there ye shall eat before the Lord your 


God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto. 
Deut. 12: 7.——Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the cor- 
net, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with 
i Chron, 15: 2 


away into their tents, glad and merry in heart for the goodness 


psalteries and harps. Hesent the people 
that the Lord had shewed unto David, and to Solomon, and to 


Israel his people. 2 Chron. 7: 10. So there was great joy in 


Jerusalem : for since the time of Solomon the son of David 


king of Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem. 2 Chron. 
30: 26.——And all the people shouted with a great shout, when | 


they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of | 


the Lord was laid. Ezra 3: 11.—--7his day is holy unto our | 


Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your 
Neh. 8: 


strength. 10.— Also that day they offered great sacri- 


joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy 


Neh. 12: 43.——I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord. Psa. 122: 


I say, Rejoice. 


1.— Rejoice in the Lord always: 
Phil. 4: 4. 

V.17. According to ... the tribes.——And Elijah 
took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the | 
1 Kings 18: 31..—And I appoint unto you | 
. that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, | 


and again 


sons of Jacob. 


and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Luke 
22: 29, 30.— And there were sealed a hundred and forty and 


7: 4.—And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel. Rev. 21: 12. 


V. 18. As it is written. And the Lord spake unto | 
Moses, saying, Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them 





before Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto him. 
Num. 3: 5, 6.——And thou shalt bring the Levites before the 
Num. 8: 9. 





V.19. Kept the passover.—-And ye shall observe this 
thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons forever. Ex. 


12: 24.——And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgah, and | 
kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even | 
Josh. 5: 10.—The king had taken | 
counsel, and his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, 
2 Chron. 30: 2. 


in the plains of Jericho. 


to keep the passover in the second month. 





V. 20. Purified together.——But the priests were too 
few, so that they could not flay all the burnt offerings: where- | 


fore their brethren the Levites did help them, till the work was | 
ended, and until the other priests had sanctified themselves : for 
the Levites were 


more upright in heart to sanctify them- 


selves than the priests. 2 Chron. 29: 34.——And the priests 
and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and 
brought in the burnt offerings ‘into the house of the Lord. | 
2 Chron, 30; 15. 
V. 21. Separated themselves. The land, into which 
ye go to possess it, is an unclean land with the filthiness of the 
people of the lands; with their abominations, which have 
filled it from one end to another with their uncleanness. Ezra 
9: 11.——Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no 


unclean thing; go ye outof the midst of her; be ye clean, that 
bear the vessels of the Lord. Isa, 52: 11.——The heathen 
shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I 
Ezek. 36: 23. 


Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, | 





shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 


| saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 


2 Cor. 6: 17.——Let us cleanse ourselves from all | 





receive you. 


| filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear | 


of God. 2 Cor.7: 1. 
V. 22. Turned the heart.——Blessed be the Lord God of 
our fathers, which hath put such a thing as this in the king’s | 
heart, to beautify the house of the Lord which és in Jerusalem. 
Ezra 7: 27.——The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as 
the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. 
ant & 


against me, except it were given thee from above. 


Prov. 
—Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at ali 
John 19: 11. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK, 


BY THE REV. GEORGE A, PELTZ. 


The last lesson brought up the narrative of the return 
from Babylon to the former laying of the temple foundation, 
—a ceremony causing joy tothe mass of the people, but bring- 
ing tears from the few who had seen the former structure. 
Though recorded in the Book of Ezra, yet these events took 


According to the commandment.——That saith of | Jewish history. The first return from the captivity was 


| recorded in Ezra 4; 17-22. 


| work (Ezra 5: 2). 


[Vol. XX., No. 52. 


— 
under Zerubbabel, B. C. 536. The foundation of the temple 


was formally laid the next year (Ezra 3: 8), B. C. 535. 

The rebuilding did not long proceed without interruption. 
The descendants of the colonists whom Esar-haddon settled 
in Samaria after the ten tribes were carried captive soon 
claimed affinity with the highly favored Jews, and proposed 
to assist in their work. This proposal was promptly rejected 
(Ezra 4: 1-3), and then the would-be friends at once became 
opposers. By annoyances at Jerusalem, and by intrigues at 
the court of Cyrus, they did all in their power to stop the 
work (Ezra 4: 4, 5). There is no evidence that Cyrus 
changed his policy with respect to the Jews, but he was so 
occupied in wars that the temple work was overlooked by 
him. His son Cambyses (the Ahasuerus of Ezra 4: 6) was 
preoccupied with an expedition against Egypt, and therefore 


could pay no attention to the letter accusing the Jews (Ezra 


4:6). After a seven years’ reign he was succeeded by the 
usurper Gomates, known as Pseudo-Smerdis, because he per- 
This is the 
Artaxerxes of Ezra 4: 7-23. An artful letter to this sover- 


sonated Smerdis, the younger son of Cyrus. 


eign was prepared with great ceremony, setting forth the 
rebellious conduct of the Jews in former times ( Ezra 4: 7-16). 
This appeal had the desired effect of calling forth the answer 
The adversaries were not slow 
in executing their commission (Ezra 4: 23), and the work of 
rebuilding the temple was brought completely to an end, 
B. C. 522. Up to this time during a space of about fourteen 
years, any work put upon the temple was under much dis- 
couragement and at great disadvantage. 

Within the last few months many new facts have come to 
light respecting Cyrus, Cambyses, and Gomates, the Pseudo- 
Smerdis (called also Bardes, or Bardiya in Assyrian), through 
the discovery of a series of dated tablets extending through 
the later years of Darius, all the reign of Cambyses the year 
of Gomates’s (the false), Bardiya’s accession, and many years 
of Darius ; but as all the data are not yet given to the public, 
the chronology of the previous and common data is here pro- 
visionally adhered to; and it probably is correct. Yet it is 
pretty certain that Cambyses was joint sovereign with his 
father Cyrus for some years; and that certain} events hith- 
erto supposed to have occurred after his death really took 
place during his life. 

The weakening of the hands of the people of Judah, and 
troubling them in building, and hiring counselors to frustrate 
their purpose all the days of Cyrus, king of Persia, even unto 
the reign of Darius, king of Persia (Ezra 4: 4, 5), is one of 
the fine touches of accuracy and quiet evidences of Jewish 
thought that should not be passed over. Cambyses is not 
mentioned, as he was of the house of Cyrus; nor is Gomates 
the usurper, who personated Smerdis (Bardes or Bardiya), 
Cambyses’ brother, but Darius, the first sovereign of the next 
reigning house. Darius, however, was of the same stock, an 
Achamenean. Cyrus was busy in his wars with the northern 
tribes, in which he lost his life; and Cambyses was busy in 
Egypt as above mentioned, and it was not at all unusual for 
the satraps to make war with each other on various pretexts ; 
either for their private ends, trusting to their distance from 
the sovereign, or the latter’s preoccupation with other busi- 


ness, for hope of non-interference ; or sometimes under pretext 


| that their opponent was disloyal to the sovereign, in hopes to 


gain credit with him for exemplary loyalty. Examples in 
point are to be found in the opening chapters of Xenophon’s 
Anabasis. 

After a seven months’ reign Gomates was slain, and 
Darius, the son of Hystaspes, a Persian nobleman, was placed 
upon the throne, B. C. 521. In the second year of his reign, 
the prophets Haggai and Zechariah began their prophecies 
(Ezra 4: 24; 5:1). The books of these two prophets should 
be read carefully in this connection, especially the reproofs 
Under 


this new inspiration Zerubbabel and Jeshua resumed their 


of Haggai because the temple work was neglected. 


For this they were called to account by 
Tatnai, who was the Persian governor of all west of the 
Suphrates, His action was not of a malicious sort, but was 
a proper judicial inquiry. The whole case was finally laid 
before Darius ina letter (Ezra 5: 3-27), upon receipt of which 
This 


being found (Ezra 6: 1-5), Darius issued:a supplementary 


search was made for the original decree of Cyrus. 


edict, directing Tatnai and his associates not only not to 
hinder the work, but to aid it in all possible ways, under 
heavy penalties (Ezra 6: 6-12). This decree was issued 
B. C. 519, and it was speedily obeyed (Ezra 6: 13). 

At this point the lesson now in hand begins, narrating the 
new vigor of the builders (v. 14), and the completion of the 
work on “the third day of the month Adar,” in “the sixth 
year of the reign of Darius” (v. 15); a date answering to 
the last of March, B. C. 515. Artaxerxes is mentioned by 
anticipation in vy. 14, because of his later decree (Ezra 
7: 11-26) on the same subject. He it was under whom Ezra 
flourished. The completion of this temple was the occasion 
of a hearty celebration of various religious ceremonies. In 

connection with the dedication services they offered seven 
hundred victims as a burnt offering and twelve goats for a 
sin offering. They also reorganized the courses of the priests 
and the Levites. The passover was then kept at its appointed 














December 28, 1878.] 


time, and the feast of unleavened bread for seven days. For | 
this dedicatory service it is supposed that the following 
Psalms were prepared, namely, Psa. 48, 81, 146, 147, 148, 149, 
150. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(14.) And the elders of the Jews built and prospered 
through the prophecy of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah 
the son of Iddo; and they built and finished by the com- 
mandment of the God of Israel, and by the commandment of 
Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia. (15.) And 
this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, | 
in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. (16.) And 
the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the 
rest of the children of the captivity, celebrated the dedication 
of this house of God with joy; (17.) and offered at the | 
dedication of this house of God a hundred bullocks, two 
hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and for a sin-offering for 
all Israel twelve he-goats, according to the number of the 
tribes of Israel. (18.) And they set the priests in their 
divisions and the Levites in their classes, for the service of 
God which is in Jerusalem, as it is written in the book of 
Moses. (19.) And the children of the captivity kept the 
passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. (20.) For 
the priests and the Levites had purified themselves as one 
man, all of them were pure; and they killed the passover for 
all the children of the captivity, and for their brethren, 
the priests, and for themselves. (21.) And the children of 
Israel who had returned from the captivity, and all who had 
separated themselves to them from the uncleanness of the 
nations of the land, to seek Jehovah the God of Israel, ate, 
(22.) and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with 
joy; for Jehovah had made them joyful, and turned the | 
heart of the king of Assyria to them, to strengthen their | 
hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. 


NOTES. 


3etween this lesson and the last, a period of about fifteen 
years has elapsed. The returned exiles had just succeeded in 
building the altar and laying the foundation of the temple 
with great outlay of money, and with mingled feelings of | 
joy and sorrow (chapter 3), when the governors of the 
neighboring provinces, jealous of the reviving prosperity of | 
Jerusalem (it was the old national hatred of the Moabites, 
Edomites, and other nations), interfered, and were able by 
their skillful representations at the court of Cyrus (making | 
the Jews out to be a rebellious and dangerous people) to | 
procure a royal edict putting a stop to the work (about B. C. 
535). On this the people settled down in their cities, all of | 
them (including, apparently, Zerubbabel and Jeshua) accept- | 
ing the situation, and began to build houses and cultivate the | 
soil, wherein they were much troubled with droughts 
(Haggai, chapter 1). This state of things lasted till the 
second year of King Darius, the successor of Cambyses, soa 
of Cyrus (about B.C. 520), when the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah came forward (nothing is said of them before), 
and by their vigorous denunciations and stirring promises 
roused the drooping spirit of the people, and set them to 
work again on the temple (Ezra 5:1, 2). The principal 
part in this revival was taken by Haggai, all of whose short 
recorded prophecies (and so also all the visions of Zechariah, 
chapters 1-6) were delivered this same year, and were 
intended to inspire the people with enthusiasm by declaring 
the coming greatness and glory of the nation and the temple ; 
Zechariah’s visions had the same end. These stirring 
appeals were successful; the leaders and the people set to 
work again, 


Again the hostile governors interfered, 
demanded their authority for going on with the temple, and 
receiving for reply that the Jews were acting on a decree of 
Cyrus giving them permission to build, at once sent to the 
Persian court and asked whether such a decree had been 
issued (Ezra 5). King Darius thereupon ordered search | 
to be made in the archives, found the decree, and com- 
manded the governors to abstain from interference, and to 
help the Jews in all that they needed for their work 
(chapter 6: 1-13). This edict of Darius secured the builders | 
from further interruption, and the work was happily prose- 

cuted to completion in the sixth year of Darius (about 

B.C. 515). The only notice of events occurring during the 

building is found in Zech. 7, 8, where is described an embassy 

from the people (fourth year of Darius, B.C. 517) to the 

priests and prophets to inquire whether they ought to con- 

tinue to keep certain fasts, those ofthe fourth month (capture 

of Jerusalem), of the fifth (destruction of the temple), of the | 
seventh (death of Gedaliah), and of the tenth (commence- 
ment of the siege of Jerusalem); Zechariah replied that 
these fasts should be converted into joyous feasts, inasmuch 
as, if they walked uprightly, Jehovah would so bless them | 
that the sorrows of their past should be forgotten. He exhorts 
them not to cripple their energies by indulging in lamenta- 
tions over the past, but to receive thankfully God’s present 
goodness, trust in him for all strength and joy, and vigorously 
push forward the new era on which they had entered. The 


| the more prominent; Zechariah is elsewhere (Zech. 1: 1) 


| king of his people, and, under him, by the commandment or 


| Artaxerxes (Longimanus, who reigned B. C. 465-425) is added 
| by the author or editor of the Book of Ezra because he also, 
| at a later date (see Ezra 7: 1, 8, 11), favored the service of 


| Zech. 3, 4). 


| handful that witnessed the ceremony, not as indicating that 


| the rest of the children of the captivity (that is, the captives), the 
| whole non-Levitical body of the people. The joy with which 


also have been in part the eflect of Zechariah’s teaching 


| prayer for forgiveness. Goats are prescribed for sin-offerings 
| in Num. 28: 15 (new moon), and for the passover and the other 
| feasts, and particularly for the great day of atonement (Ley. 


| where other animals; the ground of these differences is not 
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keynote here struck by the prophet is afterwards taken -" 
by Ezra and Nehemiah, and a healthier state of feeling | 
seems to have been established among the people,—less | 
reliance on their past, more fresh vigor of life, born of trust 
in God, who, they saw, could bless them, though their 
national independence and their glorious temple had perished. 
Verse 14.—The work re-begun. The elders of the Jews built | 
(B. C. 520). Nothing is said of new preparations; probably | 
they were able to use the workmen and materials they had | 
' 

} 


already collected (chapter 3). “Jews” is the new name for | 
the nation, which came into use when Israel was compressed 
into the territory of the tribe of Judah; in the earlier times 
it meant merely the members of that tribe, which now, as the 
predominant tribe, gives its nametothe nation. In the book 
of Ezra, the name occurs only in the Aramaic part (to which 
our verse belongs); elsewhere the names “ Judah, Benjamin, 
Israel, ” are used.— And prospered through the prophecy of 
Haggai and Zechariah (see Hag. 1, 2; Zech. 1-8). These 
prophets infused new life into the people (see introductory 
remarks). Haggai is called the prophet, as being the older or 


called the son of Barachiah and grandson of Jddo,—perhaps 
because, on aceount of the early death of his father, he suc- 
ceeded his grandfather in the priestly office; for, like Jere- 
miah, he was priest as well as prophet (Neh. 12: 4,16). The 
building was by the commandment (or edict) of the God of 
Israel as the ruler of all things and the special theocratic 


edict of the kings of Persia, Cyrus, who gave the first per- 
mission, and Darius, who now repeats it. The name of 


the temple; the author, writing, perhaps, in the days of 
Artaxerxes, thought it well to insert his name as a friend of 
the Jews, though he had no part in the building of the tem- 
ple. It is supposed by some, however, that his name was 
inserted here by a later copyist of manuscripts. 

Verse 15.—Completion of the temple. The month Adar 
was the last month of the Jewish year (which began in the 
spring), answering to our March.—Sicth year of Darius: 
about B. C. 515. The building of the temple occupied four 
or five years, during which time the prophets were constantly 
encouraging and urging on the people, especially holding up 
the hands of the two chiefs Joshua and Zerubbabel (see 


Verse 16.—The dedication of the temple. T'he children of 
Israel: that is, all the people, took part in the ceremony ot 
dedication; this name “children of Israel” is given to the 


representatives of all the tribes were found among them, but 
rather as a token that the feeble remnant was still truly the 
old “ Israel,” the chosen covenant people of Jehovah, and 
standing under his special watch-care. Three classes of the 
people are mentioned : the priests, here specially prominent ; 
the Levites, who also had a main part in the ceremony ; and 


the dedication was celebrated was natural on the completion 
of the important work after so many hindrances, and may 


(Zech. 8: 19) ; they rejoiced that the worship of their God was 
re-established, and they put away their grief over the old 
temple to welcome the new. 

Verse 17.—The sacrifice. The bu/locks, rams, and lambs 
were burnt offerings of a general nature (compare Numbers 


28: 11, 19, 27; 29: 2, 8, 13), symbolizing the consecration of 


the offerers to God, and intended to propitiate him. The twele. 


t 
he-goats for the twelve tribes were a special sin-offering,—a sac- 
rifice expréssing in a special way confession of sin and 


16: 9), but bullocks for sins of ignorance (Ley. 4), and else- 


knownto us. The number of animals here offered is insignifi- 








cant alongside of the thousands of Solomon’s sacrifice (1 Kings | 
8: 63), and indicates the poverty of the returned exiles. The | 
number twelve of the goats of the sin-offering is a recogni- | 
tion and assertion of the theocratic unity of the people; 
wherever Israel might be scattered (and probably the greater | 
part of the nation was now living on the banks of the Tigris 
and Euphrates and in Egypt), it was proper and necessary 
that the whole people in its twelve fundamental divisions 
should be represented in the solemn dedication of the house 


where Jehovah the God of Israel was to have his dwelling; 


| there was only one temple as there was only one Israel, and 
the two were not to*be sundered. 


Verse 18.—Installation of the priests and Levites. They 
set ; probably Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the elders ( perhaps 


| also the prophets) were the directors. The division of 


the priests (twenty-four in number) as established by David 
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priests and Levites are set apart for the service of God, and par- 
ticularly to the classes of the Levites therein mentioned 
(Numbers 3), organized more fully by David (1 Chron. 
23, 26) ; the expression which is in Jerusalem is, of course, not 
found in the Pentateuch, but is merely the designation of the 
place chosen at a later time for the worship. Only a few of 
David’s divisions of priests came up to Jerusalem with Zer- 
ubbabel, as we learn from the list of the returned in Ezra 2, 


(=Neh. 7). But the number of priests that returned was very 


| much larger than the number of Levites, 4,289 of the former 


»2 
over against 74 of the latter; while the singers, porters, neth- 
inim and children of Solomon’s servants together amounted to 
only 659 (Ezra 2: 36-58) or 678 (Neh. 7: 44-60). The rea- 
son of this difference is not stated; it would seem probable 
that the theocratic spirit existed to a greater extent among the 
priests than in any other part of the community ; they had 
studied the law more closely, had meditated on the past and 
future of the nation, and entered more warmly into the 
proposed re-establishment of the people and the worship. It 
required, we may suppose, some special patriotic zeal and 
religious faith to leave the snug, contented life in Babylon, 
and enter on the pains and dangers of a new and difficult 
enterprise. It was the enthusiastic kernel of the nation that 
returned, as, indeed, it was best that the foundations of the 
new Jewish state should be laid by the men who were far- 
thest removed from the traditions of the past, and animated 
by the intensest faith in the future. Naturally the priests 
had thought most of the whole question, and it speaks well 
for them that they came up in such numbers. The Leyites 
seem to have been comparatively indifferent; and fifty-seven 
years later Ezra makes a quiet remark on their absence from 
the ranks of those who came up with him (Ezra 8:15). They, 
like the body of the people, were content with the security 
and peace of their adopted country. 

Verse 19.—The children of the captivity, as in verse 16. 
“ The captives,” that is, the returned captives; designation 
of the people, not by their country, or by their covenant 
relation to Jehovah, but by their present condition, or, 
rather, their late condition, of exile; the name has, 
perhaps, something pathetic in it—Aept the passover on 
the fourteenth day of the first month, the month Abib or 
Nisan, our March-April; see Deut. 16: 1-8, Lev. 23: 6-8; 
2 Kings 23:21, 22. This was five or six weeks after 
the completion of the temple (verse 15). Whether the 
people remained in Jerusalem during the interval is not 
said. In any case the passover-festival would give occasion 
to a national re-union, and a formal beginning of the national 
life under the guidance of the temple-worship. It would 
seem to them that they were celebrating a new deliverance 
from Egypt; see the description of the return from Babylon 
in Isa. 35, especially verse 10. In this verse the Hebrew 
language is resumed; the preceding part of Ezra from 
chapter 4-8 is written in Aramaic. 


Verse 20.—The service of the priests and Levites.— The 


priests and the Levites had purified themselves as one man, all of 


them were pure. All Israelites, but especially the priests, were 
liable to ceremonial defilement from contact with ceremo- 
nially unclean things and persons, and frequent ablutions 
and sacrifices were necessary in order that they might 
become ceremonially pure or clean; in this case the priests 
and Levites had taken the necessary steps to prepare 
themselves for the passover worship, in which no unclean 
person could take part.— They (the Levites) killed the passover 
for all the people, and the priests and themselves,— perhaps 
because the priests were otherwise occupied, or simply 
because it had come to be the custom for the Levites to 
officiate in this ceremony. In earlier times the people killed 
the passover lambs, each man for himself; but sometimes a 
man would be ceremonially unclean (2 Chron. 30:17), and 
then the killing would fall on the Levites; and sometimes 
the other sacrifices would be too many for the priests (2 Chron. 
29: 34), and the Levites would help them, and in this way 
the custom grew. This verse may be rendered: “For the 
priests had purified themselves, and the Levites were as one 
man, all of them pure, and killed,” ete., which would be 
giving special commendation to the Levites. The general 


| Sense is the same whichever translation be adopted. 


Verse 21.—The persons who’ate the passover. Two classes 


| are mentioned: 1. The children of Israel who had returned 


from the captivity, as given in Ezra 2; and 2. All who had 


Separated themselves to them from the uncleanness of the nations 
of the land ; that is, those Israelites who had been living with 
the surrounding heathen nations of Canaan (Philistines and 
others), and had thereby contracted ceremonial defilement, 
from which they had now freed themselves. The “ nations 
of the land” are distinguished from the “nations of the 
lands” (a phrase elsewhere occurring), that is, heathen 
nations living outside of Canaan. 

Verse 22.— Unleavened bread ; see Ex. 12:15. Leaven or 
yeast was a symbol of impurity; compare 1 Cor. 5:7, 8.— 
Seven days: the festival is described in Ex. 12; Deut. 16; 
Num. 28; Lev. 23. They kept the feast with joy, for the special 


| are given in 1 Chron. 24: 1-19; nothing is said of such divis- | reason that their temple was built ; for Jehovah had made them 
| ions in the Pentateuch. The statement as it is written in the | joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Asayria to them te 
| book of Moses refers generally to the fact that in the law the | strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God 
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of Israel. In their wonderful success they saw the powerful 
favor of their God, and they looked forward to his protecting 
and blessing presence in the future. The first great step 
is now taken in the building of the temple, and Israel is to 
go on its way not knowing what awaits it, but hoping in 
God. As the territory on the banks of the Tigris still 
retained its name “ Assyria,” the king of Persia, who was 
now lord of that territory (though also of much more), was 
sometimes called from it, as here, king of Assyria (Darius 
Hystaspes). 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


They prospered through the prophesying of Haggai... and 
Zechariah (v.14). Many a good work would have failed but 
for the words of cheer that helped it on. Many a good 
worker would have given up in despair but for the encour- 
aging words which he heard from those who wished him well. 
Many a good work has failed, and many a good worker has 
despaired, from lack of helpful words which ought to have 
been spoken, but were not. Words of blame, and words of 
doubt, are disheartening to those who are straining every 
nerve in a good cause; so also is silence. Soldiers fight 
better, servants serve better, scholars study better, ministers 
preach better, for hearing words of praise and hope from 
those who are over or about them. Everybody who is doing 
anything worth doing needs cheering and approving words, 
to keep him up, and to speed him on. A child needs to be 
often told that he is doing well, and that he may hope to do 
better; that he is likely to finish his task, and to gain what 
he is striving for, in his home-life, and in his school duties. 
The wife needs helpful words from her husband, in her 
trials, little and great; and the husband needs them from 
the wife, in his. Your pastor needs to be thanked for what 
he has done, and to be encouraged to what he ought to under- 
take. Public officials, executive officers, and representatives 
in any political sphere, need to be cheered to continued well- 
doing, and to be stimulated to better doing. Your friend 
needs new words of friendship and sympathy continually, 
that he may the better fill his place and do his work as your 
friend. Nowork for God can go on as it ought to go on, 
without the words of those men and women of God who have 
an interest in that work, and a duty to give expression to 
that interest. 

According to the commandment of .. . God, ... and 
according to the commandment of Cyrus. God’s plans and 
man’s plans often work together, and even seem _inter- 
dependent. At times itis clear that “man proposes, but 
God disposes ;” man having one plan, and God having quite 
another. Again, God proposes and man disposes—in the 
same direction. And there are occasions when God pro- 
poses, and man seems to independently propose, a movement 
which calls for both man’s work and God’s work, for man’s 
service and God’s blessing. God’s part in every movement 
must not be lost sight of. Without it man’s best labor is for 
nought. “ Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it.’ Nor should man’s part in God’s service 
be overlooked or undervalued. Man is—by God’s plan— 
needed in carrying out God’s plans; and a curse, a bitter 
curse, is pronounced against them that “came not to the 

help of the Lord against the mighty.” Man’s plans and 
man’s commandments ought to be in the line of God’s plans 
and God’s commandments. Every movement among men, 


and every law and precept of man, in the family, in the | to work onthetemple. They had been busy building houses 
state, and in the church, ought to run parallel with God’s | for themselves, planting their fields, and keeping or spending 
In this way the progress of | for their own pleasure the money from the sale of their 
family and state and church will be ever according to the | fruits and vineyards and olive-trees. 


laws and God’s precepts. 


commandment of God, and according to the commandment 
of the earthly ruler thereof. 


This house was finished (v.15). There comes atime when | who remembered all the glory of the first temple said, the 
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heathen of the land (v.21). He who would be pure must 
separate himself from the impure. Vile companionships 
are defiling to man, and displeasing to God. He who would 
draw nigh to God must draw away from the godless—even 
though they be nearest neighbors, or of his own household. 
It may be his duty to still live among them, to set a good 
example before them, to strive by loving entreaty and 
earnest endeavor to win them from their way to God’s way; 
but he must be apart from them in his spirit and aim and 
practice. He must not be like them, nor yet unequally 
yoked together withthem. There is no getting near to God 
unless we are willing to give up sin and sinning, and sinful 
associations and intimacies. There can be no true purity 
in consort with “ filthiness.” 


Norre.—A chapter on Ezra’s Heroic Faith, reprinted from 
the Rev. Dr. Alexander Maclaren’s Week-day Addresses, 
and akin to the subject of the present lesson, is given on the 
fifth page.—TueE Epiror. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 

What nation or people was our lesson about last week? 
Where were they? Where had they been before that time ? 
How were they able to return to Jerusalem? What did they 
begin to build? How did they show their gladness as we are 
told in our last week’s golden text? Our lesson to-day is of 
the time when the second temple was dedicated to God. Do 
you know the meaning of dedication? It is setting apart and 
giving to a special use; when aychurch is dedicated, it is 
given to God to be his house and used for his glory. When 
they laid the foundation stone, they praised the Lord, and 
promised the house to be his; but they could not really 
give it to him until it was finished and ready for his wor- 
ship. 

You know, when a church is to be built, many people are 
invited to see the laying of the corner-stone ; they ask a bless- 
ing on the work, and are hopeful and happy in the promise 
of a new church. But when it is finished, and they can ask all 
who will to come and sit down and worship in the beautiful 
house, and they pray again, and ask God to accept it as his 
own, that is called the dedication. If the house has been 
built without accident or trouble, and is all paid for, so they 
can give to God what is honestly their own to give, have they 
not reason to be a happy people? 

The Jews did not build their temple without a great deal 
of trouble, so much that they stopped the work. Some of the 
people who lived around them said “Let us help to build; 
we will worship your God too.” But the Jews knew they 
were not good people, and refused their help. This made 
them angry, and they hired men to write letters to the king 
and say that the people who had come back to Jerusalem 
were building a bad, rebellious city, and that they would not 
pay taxes tohim. They told him to search the books where 
all the records were kept, and see if it had not been a rebel- 
lious city long ago, and for that reason had been destroyed. 
The king found it had sometimes been so; and he sent such 
an answer back that the men went to Jerusalem and made 
the people, after twelve discouraging years, stop all the work 
on the temple building. 

After a while another king reigned in Babylon, and the 
prophets among the Jewstold them they ought to begin again 


There came a time when the fields were bare and the olive 
and the fig tree failed to yield their fruit; and an old prophet 


a work that was all important in its doing is at last done. 
Instantly the duty of every one who had that work to do is 
changed. Old duties have passed away. New ones ought to 
be taken up. When this house of God is finished, there is 
no longer any duty on any one to be its builder. Whatever 
else he has to do, he has not to build thishouse. Itis weil for 
a person to recognize his finished work as finished—and to 
let it alone. There is no further need for worry over that 
task. The only imminent question is, What next? 

The dedication of this house of God (v. 16). That which 
belongs to the Lord ought to be counted as the Lord’s, | 
known as the Lord’s, dedicated to the Lord, and kept and | 
used as the Lord’s. If it is a house of God, its dedication is | 





quite as important as its building and its finishing. If it they asked the king living there to search the books and see 


is a man of God, his dedication should be neither neglected | 
nor forgotten. Time, talents, property, and service, which | 
belong to the Lord, should be dedicated to the Lord and 
used accordingly. Only that on which God has no fair 
claim ought to be without a formal dedication to God 
What ought you to dedicate to the Lord? What have you 
dedicated to him?  “ Ye are the temple of God.” “Ye are 
God’s building.” All that you have belongs, with your- 
selves, to God. Has its dedication been formally made, and 
is this dedication borne in mind by you continually ? 

Such as had separated themselves . . . from the filthliness of the 





time had come that the Lord’s house should be built. He 
told them that God had held back his blessing because they 
had let his house run to waste. They looked at the unfinished 
walls, the gathered dust and rubbish onthe foundation stones, 
the silent, forsaken place ; and they obeyed the voice of the 
prophet, for when he spoke, he said, “ Thus said the Lord of 
hosts.” He brought this message, “ Be strong, all ye people ; 
for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

It was a time of poverty, but they obeyed; in twenty-four 
days they began to build again. Their enemies troubled and 
tried to hinder them, but the Jews said they were building 
the temple by the permission and order of the good Cyrus, 
king of Babylon, who helped them back to Jerusalem, and 


if it were not so. The king’s officers wrote back to the ene- 
mies of the Jews, that in a roll of writing in the king’s pal- 
ace they found this order of Cyrus: “Let the house be 
builded, the place where they offered sdcrifices.” Cyrus had 


and a row of new timber,” and he saidthat money should be 
| given for it out of the king’s house. Do you remember, in 


said how it should be done, “ With three rows of great stones | 


Jerusalem should be given back, and put in the temple they 
were to build again. 
They builded and finished the house, according to the word of 
the Lord, the word of the prophets, and the order of two 
kings, while another king afterwards sent them help and 
gifts. 
What message did the prophet bring? Who moved the 
hearts of the kings? Who put the words in the prophet’s 
mouth? Will he be with all who try to work for him? 
What did some of the old men do when the foundation 
stones were laid? Many of them never lived to see the tem- 
ple finished, but they died believing the promises. Some 
who were children when they saw the broken altars set up 
and the temple begun, were grown men, able to help in the 
building, before it was finished. 
After twenty years it was done, and they dedicated it to God 
with joy. 
Who were in their robes at the laying of the stones? 
Again all the priests were in their places, the Levites ready 
to do their part, and to have all the service of God as it was 
written, and as we have it now in the law of Moses. What 
did the people offer on their altars? How many and what 
offerings did we learn about last week ? 
At the dedication they brought lambs and other animals, 
and gave, with gladness, seven hundred offerings upon the altars. 
That was not so many as Solomon had offered at the dedi- 
cation of the first temple; but he was the richest king in the 
world, and made a great feast for all the nations, and these 
were the returned Jews from seventy years of slavery and 
twenty years of hindrance and trouble and labor. God 
accepted their offerings and their service when they had done, 
with faithful obedience, all they could. They remembered 
how all the nation had sinned and forsaken him, and they 
offered a sin offering. It was twelve goats: one goat for each 
tribe of Israel. That meant that they knew they had sinned, 
and deserved to die, but they gave the life of the animal 
instead, and shed its blood, and prayed that God would 
accept the offering and forgive their sin. Why do we not 
offer such sin offerings now ? 
They kept the feast of the passover. Let the children explain 
this, as many of them can, it has been so often repeated ; but 
use their answers, and make it so plain that, if there is one 
who never heard of it before, that child may understand. 
How many days was the feast of the passover kept? How 
many things can you tell that the Jews had to give thanks 
for in the seven joyful days of the feast? 
It was the same old prophet who told them to build again 
the house of the Lord, who gave them our golden text. 
That house was not so beautiful as the first. God did not 
come down in light, and in fire, and show his presence. 
What made the glory greater? Whose voice spoke in it 
while he was yet a child? Whose feet walked its courts? 
What does the golden text say the Lord will give in this 
place ? 
When the multitude of angels sang over Bethlehem, what 
did they say should be on earth? When Jesus was ready to 
leave his disciples, one of his last promises to them was: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.” He 
the sin offering had been freely offered, and he had made 
peace for us with God; because his presence and his words 
blessed the second temple, the glory was greater than Solo- 
mon’s grand temple. 

What can you dedicate to him where he can abide and give 
you peace ? 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


The chronology of events from the death of Solomon to 
the death of Esarhaddon has received much help and regu- 
lation from the noted Eponym Canon of the Assyrians, 
together with numerous dated historical and contract tables. 
This canon, as is well known, was discovered by Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, and published by the late lamented George 
Smith, who compiled the whole, together with several other 
useful tables, from several copies of the canon extant in baked 
clay, and brought all the light to bear on the subject which 
could be derived from inscriptions then in the British 
Museum and other accessible European collections. 

There still remained, however, a most interesting period, 
extending from the end of the reign of Esarhaddon to the 
end of the reign of Darius Hystaspis, about which very 
little contemporaneous testimony (except the inscription of 
Darius on the rocks at Behistin) was accessible to help 
the chronology. This period covers, of course, the whole 
captivity of Judah. 

But in the year 1876, a series of tablets was discovered 
which give us events and dates from the first year of 
| Nebuchadnezzar to the end of the reign of Darius Hystaspis. 

So full is the series, indeed, that there are only four years 
within the whole period that are not represented by docu- 
ments of baked clay now in the British Museum. Of these 


the great feast when Belshazzar saw the handwriting on the | four years, moreover, two were years of revolutions which 
wall, what holy vessels of gold they used? The order of | disturbed the business of the land. 
Cyrus was that those cups and vessels of gold and silver 


The discovery was made on this wise. During the heavy 








that had been carried away out of the house of the Lord in | rains of the valley of Mesopotamia, in the wet season, the 
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upper surfaces of the heaps which mark the sites of ancient 
cities and palaces are frequently washed away to the depth 
of several feet. It is then the custom of the Arabs and 
Jews from Hillah and Baghdad to employ people to explore 
these mounds, and collect what antiquities may be exposed. 
A party thus engaged in the neighborhood of Hillah (near 
the site of ancient Babylon) discovered a number of earthen 
jars, shaped like common water-jars, covered at the top with 
a tile, cemented with bitumen. On opening the jar it was 
found to contain a number of “contract tablets.” The site 
was then systematically explored, and between three and 
four thousand tablets were thus discovered ; their sizes vary- 


ing from a fraction of an inch in length and breadth to nine 


by twelve inches. The tablets were taken by the finders to 


Baghdad, and sold to a dealer there, who communicated the 


discovery to Sir Henry Rawlinson. 


Just at this time George Smith was preparing to start on | 


his third voyage to the East, and he was at once directed by 
the Museum to go to Baghdad, examine the tablets, and pur- 
chase such as were important. All this he did; and doubt- 


less the excessive labor in the examination of thousands of 


these small and badly written documents contributed to bring | 


about his death. The writer, while in the East, met a 
3aghdad physician who told him that Mr. Smith simply 
killed himself by overwork, and refusing to take needed 
rest and care of himself when sick. 

The tablets reached England in November, 1876 ; and were 


immediately attacked by Mr. W. St. Chad Boscawen, a Very | 


efficient and learned scholar attached to the Museum. The 
tablets are commercial or “contract” tablets, and embrace 
in their matter nearly every possible commercial transaction 


of a money-lending firm, from the loan of a few shekels of | 


Mr. Bos- | 


silver to the sale or mortgage of a large estate. 
“awen considers these tablets to be the records or books of a 
firm whose founder was one Egibi, who left a business that 
continued in the family for generations. They were the 
Rothschild family of Nebuchadnezzar and his successors. 
The following is Mr. Boscawen’s translation of a specimen 
tablet : 

“Two manas of silver a loan of Itti-Merodach-balatu son 


of Nabu-ahi-iddin son of Egibi; to Nergal-ukin son of 


Bel-iddina son of Eneru the overseer in the course of the 
month Tisri he has repaid and to Itti-Merodach-balatu he 
has given (it). Witnesses Merodach-ahu-uzur son of Ibna- 
pal son of Egibi Kuna son of Zabe-pal son of Irani Itti- 
Nebo-balatu son of Um- [tablet here effaced] the archer 
Nebo-zir-ba-sa the scribe son of Bel-pal-iddin son of Egibi. 
Registered at Babylon month Tisri 17th day year of com- 
mencing royalty (of ) Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon.” 
The reader will at once perceive some tangible data, though 
incomplete of themselves, for helping out the chronology. 
But not to make too long a story, the utility of the whole 
may be inferred when we find that in the collection there are 
tablets dated in forty-three different years of Nebuchadnezzar, 
two of Evil-Merodach, four of Neriglassar, seventeen of 
Nabonidus, nine of Cyrus, seven of Cambyses, and thirty- 
five of Darius Hystaspis. How much may be gleaned 
besides, from the mention of incidental names and events, 
the reader can at present conjecture for himself. But not 
only these have we, but also tablets extending over seven 
months of the first year of the false Bardes or Smerdis, tab- 
lets extending over the year of accession and up to the sixth 
month of the first year of Nebuchadnezzar III. (counting the 
biblical Nebuchadnezzar as II.), one tablet bearing date the 
twenty-third day of the month Kislen in the third year of 
Marduk-sar-uzur, and a tablet dated in the year of accession 
of a monarch whose name is written La-a-ba-si-kudur. These 
last two are probably synonyms of kings already known by 
other names. 
they are entirely in harmony with biblical accounts ; but some 
matters about the reigns of Cyrus and Cambyses come to the 
knowledge of the modern historian now for the first time. 
It would seem that the chronology, for events outside the 
Bible at least, and for the chief events inside, during the 
whole of the Jewish Captivity, is in a fair way of being 
settled. Among the results which seem to flow from other 


data as supplemented by these tablets, or possibly without | 


their help, is that the invasion of Judea by Sennacherib, 


and the destruction of his army, took place after Hezekiah’s | 


sickness; as indeed might be gathered from biblical data, 
though the two narratives in 2 Kings are given in an inverted 
order. 


TEACHING HINTS. 
BY JOHN B. SMITH, 

The hints offered on this lesson have reference to teaching 
a class of boys. 

Aim to make the lesson teach the duty and advantages of 
orderly worship. 

1. Show it in the light of the lesson as commanded (see 
verses 14 and 18), and note that each of the sacrifices and 
feasts, of which our lesson tells, was instituted and observed 
because of God’s commandment. 

2. Show it in the light of the lesson as worked for. Call 
out from the class the phrases of the lesson that prove it. 


| They “builded” for it, and “finished” and “ dedicated,” 
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and “offered,” and “set the appointed ministers of religion 


in divisions and courses,” and “kept the passover on the 
fourteenth day,” and “ purified” and “ separated themselves,” 


and “kept the feast,” etc. ; all of these implying sacrifices and 


effort. 
3. Show it rejoiced over. Verse 22. Show on the class 
blackboard, or by your words, this as the lesson picture : 


| 


Commanded. 
Worked for. 
Rejoiced over. 


Orderly Worship. 


And ask, Who now do well to seek the advantages of orderly 
worship? Show how dependent upon the forms of orderly 
worship all are for the habit of worshiping at all. Ask, 
What in the way of orderly worship does God now command ? 
Get in answer, secret prayer, family prayer, blessing at 
table, Sunday observance, etc. Get also proof texts, if time 
allows. 

How may we work for its maintenance? 
points: By our own attendance, inviting others to attend, 
by contributions of money and labor, hands or feet, brain, 
tongue, and heart. 
| To whom does orderly und sincere worship always bring 
| joy ? Illustrate by contrasting individuals, families, and 
nations to-day that practice or neglect orderly worship. 
Joseph Cook says that it does not seem to him accidental 


that the boundaries of Sunday observance, on the map of the 


world, and of free government, so nearly coincide. 


ance of any of these forms of orderly worship, or call it out 
| from any of the class. 
Teach that He who made the worship of these Jews joyful 
| will make glad all who serve him (Rom. 14: 17). 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, 
WHICH TEMPLE YE ARE. 


ISRAEL'S 
REASONABLE 
TO DEDICATE 


THE HOUSE OF GOD 
WITH JOY. 


YOUR 
SERVICE: 
TO PRESENT 


YOUR BODIES 
A LIVING SACRIFICE. 








BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON, 





ISRAEL'S OUR 


DEDICATION : 


H ead, Hands, 


| THE HOUSE E yes, Ears, 
OF A ets, Affections, 
GOD. R iches, Reason, 


T ime, Thoughts. 


WITH JOY. (V. 16.) 


QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


So far as any final results have been reached, | 


Introductory.—How was the rebuilding of the temple 
interrupted? (Ezra 4: 4, 5.) What two kings reigned in Per- 
sia between the reigns of Cyrus and Darius? (Ezra 4: 6, 7.) 
What was the result of the letter sent to Artaxerxes? (Ezra 
4: 28, 24.) By what two prophets were the Israelites 
admonished to resume the work? (Hag. 1: 1-8; Zech. 1: 
1; Ezra 5: 1.) What was the purport of the letter which, 
upon the resumption of the work, was sent to Darius? (Ezra 
| 5: 7-13, 17.) 


Verse 14—What Gentile kings have their names asso- 
ciated with those of prophets, as promoters of the work ? 
Is it the association of name or of interest with the godly 
that commends these kings toour favor? Do Prov. 1Q: 7; 
Psa. 9: 5, etc., mean that the names of the wicked shall 
perish from the memory of man or from the regard of God ? 
Whose name is exalted above all others in this work of tem- 
ple restoration ? 


Whose name is exalted over all in the 
spiritual building ? (Phil. 2: 9-11.) 
duty of the elders ? 


What was the official 
Why is Artaxerxes, who reigned subse- 
quently to the completion of the temple (Ezra 7: 1), named 
| among its builders? (Ezra 7: 12, 13, 23, 27.) 

Verse 15.—When was the temple finished? What place 
did the month Adar occupy in the sacred calendar? 


How 
long had it been since the foundation was laid? For what 
| length of time had the work been interrupted? How was 


| its completion assured from the beginning? (1 Cor. 3: 9.) 


| Why is it impossible for Christian effort to fail of success ? 


(Matt. 28: 20.) Can the sacrifice of Christ fail in saving 
efficacy, either in the case of an individual believer or of 
the church? (Phil. 1: 6.) By whom was the temple fin- 
ished? (Zech. 4: 9.) Why did God finish it by the same 
hand which began it? (Heb. 12: 2, first clause.) Why are 
the names of Jeshua and Zerubbabel prominently associated 
in the work? (Zech. 3: 8, 9; 4: 6, 7; Heb. 10: 21; Matt. 


| 2: 6.) 


| . 6 
| the completion of the house? 


| limitation of the type? (Heb. 10: 1.) 


Verses 16, 17.—In what service did the people unite upon 
Describe the dedication of 
1-5.) 
by the term “dedication By what one offering is every 
believer dedicated ? (Heb. 10: 10,14.) What privilege, not 
typified in the material temple, was thus secured to all 
believers ? (Heb. 10: 19, 20.) 


the former temple. (2 Chron. 7: What is signified 


a“ ”»9 


How do you account for this 
Why was the original 


| number of tribes represented in the dedicatory sacrifice when 


Make these | 


Give personal testimony of joy and profit from the observ- | 








| service? 


only two were present in the congregation? (Rey. 21: 12.) 
Why are the names of twelve apostles found in the founda- 
tion (Rev. 21: 14) when Judas was lost? 
of “temple,” 


Give a definition 
applicable to both the literal and figurative uses 
of the word in Scripture. Is the term used only in respect to 
manifest glory or also to manifest wrath? (Rey. 15: 5-8.) 
When shall the dedication of the spiritual temple be consum- 
mated? (Rev. 21: 1-3, 26, 27.) 

Verse 18.—Who were appointed to minister in the temple 
Into how many orders were the priests divided ? 
(1 Chron. 24: 1-4.) Were these orders preserved through 
the captivity? What were the duties of the priests? What 
distribution of labor did David appoint unto the Levites ? 
(1 Chron. 23: 3-6, 27-32.) What service in the church of 
Christ is most honorable? (1 Cor. 12: 21-31.) 

Verse 19.—Which of the three great festivals fell on the 
month fo'lowing the dedication? What feast shall be cele- 
brated at the dedication of the spiritual temple? (Rev. 
19: 6-9.) 

Verses 20, 21.—What was an essential prerequisite to par- 
ticipation in the feast? Why was ceremonial purification so 
obligatory upon the Jews? (2 Cor. 6: 17, 18.) 

Verse 22.—What condition of heart was consequent upon 
the restoration of the temple service? Is the Christian 
dependent upon circumstance, either past, present, or future, 
for joy of soul? (Gal. 5: 22; Heb. 12: 2; 1 Pet. 1: 8.) 
What is the believer’s source of joy ? (Acts 2: 26-28.) When 
will his joy be full? (Psa. 17: 15; Matt. 5: 8; 1 John 
3: 2, 3.) 





PROPHET HELP IN TEMPLE BUILDING. 
(The Rev, Samuel Cox in The Bible Educator, } 


The first task to which the returned exiles addressed them- 
selves was that of rebuilding the temple. a 

in the second year of Cyrus, then (B. C. 534), they laid 
the foundation of the new temple, and offered freely and 
largely in order that it might soon be complete. But they 
were tew and poor and weak. The conditions of their life 
were hard, almost intolerably hard. The fields had to be 
cleared of the jungle, the land ploughed and sown and 
tended. Their own houses had to be built and furnished. 
And there were many enemies. The barbarous, insolent 
Samaritans often plundered their fields of the scanty harvest 
they had laboriously reared, or rode into their unwalled city 
to plunder and burn and kill. Within a few months of the 
Return, many of them would be disappointed, broken, help- 
less men. Fired by the bright words and promises of their 
seers, they had braved the dangers of the mountains and the 
desert, expecting, no doubt, that when they reached Jeru- 
salem all would go well with them. Cyrus was their friend. 
And had not the prophets assured them that God himself 
would be their friend, and succor and bless them? But 
here they were, poor and helpless, the prey and scorn of an 
insolent foe. 

We cannot greatly wonder that they lost heart, that the 
work dragged heavily, and soon ceased. We may forgive 
men who, in so sore a strait, thought first of themselves, of 
how they were to live, rather than of God, and how they 
might serve him. That their weariness and disappointment 
was the true cause of their flagging zeal for the temple is 
beyond doubt, I think, though it has been commonly at- 
tributed to the edict procured from Smerdis, a successor of 
Cyrus on the Persian throne, which forbade them to carry on 
the work of building either the city or the temple; for this 
edict was not published till twelve years after the foundation 
of the temple had been laid (B. C. 522); and had the Jews 
retained their early zeal, they would have completed the 
temple before it was issued. 

lt was to revive this cooling, if not extinct, zeal, that 
Haggai and Zechariah were raised up. The prophecy of 
Haggai, indeed, is wholly concerned with the sacred structure. 
It is simply a series of expostulations and appeals intended 
to spur the people on to the work, by showing them that 
the calamities under which they groaned were a judgment on 
their remissness, and assuring them that, if they would set 
their heart to the work, they would soon complete it, and 
that, sosoon as the temple was complete, God would come and 
dwell among them, to load them with his benefits and to give 
them peace. The zealous prophet was greatly aided in his 
task by the fact that the impostor and usurper Smerdis, who 
had interdicted the building of the temple, had been suc- 
ceeded on the throne of Persia by Darius Hystaspes (Darius, 
the son of Hystaspes), a just and clement prince, who walked 
in the ways of Cyrus. Darius repealed the edict; the Jews 
were free to build; and, inspired by the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah, they did build, and build with such vigor 
and to such purpose that, within four years from the time at 
which Haggai first spoke, the temple was formally opened 
and dedicated to the service of Jehovah (B.C. 520-516), 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M.,in Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
ing, one month In each church. Conducted by the pastors in turn. 

Beaver Falls, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7 P.M. Conducted by Professor M.S. Knight. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y.M.C. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M.,in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Mere- 
dith. 

Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P, M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 74g P. M., and every 
Thursday at 345 P. M.,inthe Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. rooms. 


Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. Build- 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. KE. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3P.M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 3.45 P. M.,in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev, Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Halifax, N.S., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y, M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr, ©. P. Jacobs. 


Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening, at 8o’clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A, Rooms. 


Manchester, N. H., Union Meeting (Bethany Normal Class) for Lesson 
Study, on the second and fourth Monday evenings of the month, at the 
Y. M.C. A. rooms. Conducted by John G. Lane. 


Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4 P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 


New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 325 Chapel Street. 


New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
in the Y. M.C. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rey. Dr. Howard 
Crosby's church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 
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‘tion in sympathetic and loving style. 


| the first day’s session ended. 


| moved up beautifully through the streets of Berlin to the 
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of welcome and thanksgiving, and introduced the itine- | to hear that the Germans were agitating the subject of a 
rant deacon, Ostermeyer, “the pilgrim of the German |common course of lesson-study, similar to our own 
Sunday-school cause.” Deacon Ostermeyer followed | “International lessons.” The Sunday-schools in Wiir- 
with an eloquent address, which is doubly interesting to | temberg, already have in possible prospect a four years’ 
those who have had the privilege of reading his remark- | course of lessons in the Bible, which is so constructed that 
able, and often touching, experiences in his travels and | it may be enlarged to eight. 

efforts as a Sunday-school missionary propagator. After 
singing “I pray the Power of love,” Herr Ober-consisto- 
rialrath Propst, Baron von Goltz, addressed the conven- 
Pastor Wachs- 


mann then communicated to the convention the greetings Feat 
; Sa ew Sunday School Union writes: “I attended - 
of Consistorialrath Dr. Dibelius of Dresden, Pastor | ~ te ~ en eee ae 


; eral Sunday-school convention in N« Jarolins 
Zauleck of Bremen, and Pastor Firer of Stettin, who ee een area en ee 
ae er? at Raleigh, attended by one hundred delegates, connected 
deeply regretted their inability to be present. After| ..) . %. han nd 
re ie Mee ce ot Oe ne a a f with six different denominations and the Union schools, It 
g ne 8: ; pray me *ower 0" | was in session three days; and the exercises were inter- 
love,” Pastor Vorberg uttered a heartfelt concluding 


p sig ‘ esting, and attracted great congregations. College - 
prayer. With singing, “ Let me be thine forever,” the f 6 E ee ee ee 
essors, pastors of churches, and country teachers, were 


there. Responsive Bible readings, introduced by the 
missionary, were a new feature, receiving such approval 
that they were called for each day. One old minister 
said: ‘I have been preaching for nearly forty years, but 
never before seen a whole congregation turned into a 
Bible class.’ Another, having charge of four country 
congregations, said: ‘I have now discovered why I have 
never seen a copy of the Bible in any of my congre- 
gations. We have made them hymn-book meetings instead 
of Bible meetings.’ I propose to hold similar conventions 
in many counties. I have ascertained that about two- 
thirds of the schools organized by me will be kept up 
during the winter.” 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
—Concerning the first North Carolina Sunday-school 
convention, lately held, a missionary of the American 


The second day was made memorable by a festal divine 
service of all the Berlin Sunday-schools and “ children 
services.” It was an immense procession of children that 


Garnison Kirche. The smaller Sunday-schools came 
together in one body, the larger in separate processions. 
Most of them had distinguishing ribbons or scarfs, while 
some had flags and banners. As they passed along, many 
questions were asked by passers by about what was going 
on, which questions were answered by the children with 
happy voices; many a one by repeating the third com- 
mandment. Places were reserved for the children; but 
the great church was by no means large enough to fur- 
nish room for the grown people, many of whom had been : . : 
waiting for half an hour toget in. Altogether there were Island was held in the Beneficent Church, Providence, 
five thousand and seventy-seven children, with their | °” Friday, December 6. The Rev. . David N. Beach, 
teachers, that took part in the service. The space within of Westerly, addressed the convention _ the devel- 
the altar-rail was set apart for the friends from abroad. opment of Sunday-school work by organization, illus- 
The special festal services commenced at a quarter past trating the subject by references to the success of the 
two. The fresh and strong children’s voices quite work of the hha nie. ag oe — es — 
drowned the peal of the organ. The children choirs, day-school Association. Mr. John E. Searles, Jr., of New 
filling the immense church, made so wonderful an im- Haven, Connecticut, spoke in explanation of the nature 
pression, that the grown people were forced to confess to and plan sah — ered rere: and of county and town- 
the Lord that “a day in thy courts is better than a thou- ship organizations, and described the organization of 
sand.” The following were the services: (1.) Singing, Sunday-school work in Connecticut. The Rt. Rev. 
“To God alone be praise on high;” (2.) Liturgy, after Thomas M. Clark, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
the “ Children’s Harp,” conducted by Pastor Vorberg; (3.) Church in Rhode Island, said that he knew of large 
Singing, “Great God, we praise thee;” (4.) Address | Tegions in Rhode Island, destitute of any religious organ- 
by Pastor Kraft, from the text Matt. 18 : 20—a very happy ization, and urged that Sunday-school agents should go 
and feeling discourse, and listened to with great interest ; | UP and down these regions, find teachers, and instruct 
(5.) Singing : “T hold thee in my heart : ” (6.) Address them in the work. The Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor, of Provi- 
of Hofprediger Baur, from the text Matt, 21: 15, 16; dence, discussed the magnitude and importance of Bible 
(7.) “I want to be an angel;” (8.) Closing liturgy, school work. The Rev. A. F, Schauffler, of New York, 
prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer recited by all; (9.) Sing- conducted a lesson, delivered an address on the possibili- 
ing: “Let me go.” Most of the pieces sung were fine ties of the work, and answered many questions. Other 
old German hymns, which speak as loudly and deeply to speakers were the Rey. au A. J. F. Behrends (Congrega- 
the German soul as any English hymns do tous. The tones) anergy 7 ne apr nyhahal sapaal 
first one, “To God alone,” etc., is sung every Sunday in stitution was adopted, and officers for the ensuing year 
very many, if not most, of the German churches in were chosen: the Rey. Dr. E. G. Taylor, of Providence, 


—The first state Sunday-school convention of Rhode 


America. 

In the evening of the second day was held the festival 
service for teachers (male and female), and all friends of 
the Sunday-school, in the St. Peter’s Church. The 

address was delivered by Ober-consistorialrath Propst, 
nese. tate ane bagged for Lesson Study, every Monday, | Baron von Goltz. The music was furnished by the new 
St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the | church choir, among whom a fine male quartette ren- 

Y. M. C, A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers. | dered ‘The Lord is my shepherd,” with appropriateness 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study | and effect. 


every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. | r : : — : 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Friday he free evening meeting on that day was chiefly 


evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. | marked by a recital of experiences by Deacon Uster- 
St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- | meyer. Pastor Prochnow also made some statements 

tional Lessons, every Tuesday evening, at 7.30 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. 7 ° ~ . “ 
Rooms. Conducted by Samuel Conn,D.D, concerning the Sunday-school journal, Der Sonntags- 
schulfreund,” which he has had in charge for fifteen 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 


being elected president, and Mr, Thomas P. Barnefield, 
of Pawtucket, statistical and corresponding secretary. 
A correspondent writes concerning the convention : “It 
was a great success in its numbers, and in the participa- 
tion in its proceedings of prominent men of different 
evangelical denominations. One of the largest churches 
in the city was full in the afternoon, and two thousand 
people attended the evening session in Music Hall.” 
—aAn interesting account of twelve county Sunday- 
school conventions in Minnesota is given by Mr. D. H. 
Mason, missionary of the American Sunday School Union. 
He was greatly assisted in them by such pastors and 
workers as the Rey. Drs. Dana, of St. Paul, and Noyes, 
of Evanston, Illinois, the Rev. L. H. Cobb, and Mr. 


4P.M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Tuesday evening in 


the State Street Methodist Episcopal Church. Conducted by the Rev 
George J. Brown. 


years, mainly because Messrs. Woodruff and Brockelmann 
would not find another. 


Henry Plant, of Minneapolis. The following are some 
The name of the paper will not | of the incidents noted by Mr. Mason: “In Mor- 


be changed—in any of the various ways desired by differ- 
ent people; especially it will not be named “ Friend of 


Washington, D. C., Sunday-school Teachers’ Normal class every Mon- 
day, at 6 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, 


rison County the convention was in a vicinity where, 
several years ago, I planted six schools, within a radius 





the Children’s Church,” till the Sunday-school itself is 
named “ Children’s Church.” 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION AT BERLIN, | phe third day of the convention was taken up by the 
PRUSSIA. | principal meeting, in which reports and business were 

The Sunday-school Convention announced as to be | attended to. The reports that have reached us are n 

held in Berlin, October 12-15, was duly held on the | full, but, on the contrary, quite meager. Enough apps 

appointed days, and proved a pleasing success. Space | to show that this convention has not only greatly « 

can hardly be afforded for a fall report in these columns: | vened old interest, but in very great measure creat« 

the report in the Sonntagsschulfreund, exclusive of the | and that throughout all Germany. The Sunday-schoo 

long addresses, occupies nearly ten pages. |idea is progressing among the Germans, and meeting 
The convention opened on Saturday evening, October | with great favor wherever it is understood. 

12, Pastor 


united,” prayer, and reading of the Thirty-sixth Psalm. 
Then followed the address of welcome, by the chairman. | are found every day, to wish rather that all their congrega- 
After singing “To me speaks Christ our hero,” Mr. | tion were prophets, than that the mouths of any lay 
Bréckelman, of Heidelberg, followed with a short address | teachers should be stopped. It would not be surprising 


It is not the | 
Prochnow, of the Sonntagsschulfreund, in | fashion of the Germans to despise hearty fellowship in | 
the chair, with singing the hymn “Heart to heart | that which appears to them calculated to promote social | 
virtue and happiness. And more and more German pastors 


of eight miles, which grew into two churches, each with 
|a minister, supplying twelve different stations with 
preaching. Hither came a superintendent converted 
i To the 
nyention came a teacher from a school 
-now having fifty or sixty 
n miles to get this help; 


after the plea of his little girl of five years. 


winter 


who, her husband being 
away from h ind after doing her house- 
work, milked thé seventeen head of stock, 
hitched up the horse, and drove in, four miles, on a cold, 


blustering day, in time ! morning session. To the 
Douglass County convention came a devoted woman, 
fourteen miles, who has had to contend with great oppo- 


| sition in her Sunday-school. When a fence was built 
across her road, she made a long circuit about it with an 
ox-team, carrying her little children. When the stove- 
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pipe was removed from the school-house to annoy her, 
she carried her own from her kitchen, put it up, built a 
fire, and went on with her school; and when her perse- 
cutors took away and hid the door and windows, she 
removed her school to the shanty of a ‘homesteader,’ 
which was opened to her, and went on triumphantly. To 
this convention came also a young lady superintendent, 
both of whose parents are invalids. She was the only 
child at home to take care of them, and had to do house- 
work and barn-chores, and then walks two and a half 
miles to Sunday-school, always in time, and with a lesson 
well prepared by keeping it before her, pinned against 
the wall, at her work.” County conventions composed 
of such material, animated by such a spirit, and conducted 
by such wise and trained experts, must accomplish the 
best results. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 
—The Rev. F. M. Jordan writes to the Biblical Recorder, 
of Raleigh, that he does not know of a single Baptist church 


within the bounds of the Western Baptist Convention of 


North Carolina, which has not a Sunday-school. 


—The Southern Workman says that almost all graduates 
of Hampton Institute, (colored,) Virginia, who teach at 
all, also are Sunday-school teachers. One lately wrote: 
“T have got up four Sunday-schgols, and organized a Sun- 
day-school convention. A large number turned out. It 
was very hard to get the people interested, but after they 


were with me a day they were awakened to the sense of 


it. Our next convention will be in the early part of next 
year.” Another regularly walks seven miles to conduct 
his Sunday-school. 

-—Mr. John E. Ray says in the Raleigh Biblical Recorder: 
“ Among the 360 Sunday-schools reported to us during 
the past year, there are 124 evergreen. This is more than 
one-third of the whole number. Out of the 14 schools 
reported from the Central Association, 13 are evergreen. 
This accounts, in some degree, for the efficient work done 
by this Association in other directions. The Chowan 
Association reports 23 outof 37 schools; and the Eastern, 19 
out of 32 schools. We are sure that a much larger num- 
ber would be reported if we could get full returns.” 

—The new “Pilgrim Chapel” of the Church of the 
Pilgrims, Brooklyn, New York, (Dr. Storrs’s,) was opened 
for religious services on Sunday, December 15, Drs. Storrs 
and Vincent being among the speakers. The chapel is 
at the corner of Henry and Degraw Streets, and is in 
Italian Gothic style, the architect being Mr. J. Cleaveland 
Cady, of New York, who personally superintended the 
construction. The main central room seats 460, the 
nine small class rooms 135, the two adult rooms 200, and 
the infant room 300: total, 1,095. Mr. George A. Bell is 
superintendent of the entire work in connection with Pil- 
grim Chapel. The Sunday-school has about nine hundred 
teachers and scholars, of whom three hundred are in the 
infant class. A Sunday-night service, a Wednesday even- 
ing prayer-meeting, a women’s meeting, and a sewing- 
school, are also held inthe building, The chapel library 
contains five hundred volumes. 

—The International Lesson Plan bids fair, at last, to 
have something like its counterpart among the Sunday- 
schools of Germany. The existence itself of the modern 
Sunday-school in Germany is a mark of progress, since 
clerical toleration of lay teaching is not at all universal 
there. In Wurtemberg permission was obtained for the 
Sunday-schools to be instructed in the gospel lessons of 
the church year, for one year; and in the corresponding 
lessons from the Epistles for the second year; and so on 
in alternation. But a movement is on foot to expand the 
plan of lessons, and adapt it better for the use and 
instruction of the children, in a four years’ course of 
lessons in the Bible, which, for the Sundays after Trinity, 
may be enlarged so as to covereight years. For the first 
year, the church lessons in the Gospels will be mostly used ; 


for the second year a course in Luke and Genesis ; for the | 
third year, Luke and the Acts of the Apostles; and for | 


the fourth year, lessons in John, Mark, Exodus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, and 1 Samuel. For the 
supplementary course to the end of the eighth year, on 
the Sundays after Trinity, lessons in 1 and 2 Samuel, 
1 and 2 Kings, Chronicles, the Psalms, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and the Prophets. 


GENERAL. 

—The Young Women’s Bible College at Binghamton, 
New York, which offers free board and tuition to daughters 
of invalid ministers and missionaries, is now full; and 
the students represent all the states, as well as Germany, 
Russia, Syria, Australia, Cuba, and Peru. 


—At a meeting of the executive committee of the Ohio 
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| dred dollars was ordered paid to the International Sunday- 
school Committee, and the amounthas been forwarded by 

|treasurer Reid, who reports that the Union now owes but 
$200, and has pledges from good sources for $300. Scarcely 
two years ago its indebtedness reached nearly $2,000. 


—<A recent communication from a revered American 
resident at Beirdit reports that the number of students in 
the Syrian Protestant College, both in the literary and in 
the medical departments, is larger than ever; and amuch 
larger proportion than formerly are paying pupils. The 

| same letter also says: “Our political horizon continues 
| dark, because we are still under the Turk ; but the prox- 
| imity of English rule in Cyprus has had a wonderful effect 
|in cooling down the manifestation of Mohammedan 
| fanaticism in all Syria. ‘The darkest night is just before 
day.’” 
| —At the regular monthly meeting of the Normal Insti- 
| tute of the Brooklyn Sunday-school Union, held on Mon- 
| day evening, December 9, at the Hanson Place Methodist 
Episcopal Church, was delivered by the Rev. Dr. J. F. 
| Elder, on “Colossians and Philemon.” Two hundred 
| teachers have thus far been enrolled on the lists of the 
| Normal Institute of the Brooklyn Sunday-school Union. 
In January a department in infant class teaching will be 
formed. On the third Monday evening of each month 
the superintendents meet, and on the second Monday 
evening of each month lectures are delivered. These 
are illustrated with object teaching as far as possible. 
Practicing classes are formed, and the active and practical 
work of the Sunday-school is illustrated. 


| PERSONAL. 
Mr. Sankey lately held largely attended meetings in 
Zurich and Basle. 





—Mr. A. O. Van Lennep’s popular lectures on oriental 
and biblical subjects now number five. 


—Mr. Henry Varley has been working in Melbourne 
and Sydney, Australia, whence he was to go to New 
Zealand in December, and England in January, then 
returning to Melbourne for two years. 


—Mr. ©. M. Nichols, who is secretary of the Ohio 
Sunday-school Union, has transferred The Christian 
Worker to the Chautauqua Assembly Herald, of Fair 
Point, New York, the business office of which is at James- 
town, New York, and he will edit the Ohio department 
of that paper. 

—Mr. John B. Gough lately said in London that he 
had now delivered nearly eight thousand temperance 
addresses. He has for the present closed his work in 
England, having spoken, during two months, thirty-seven 
times. 
after a period of rest. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


From Dark to Day. By E. F. Burr, D.D. 4to, cloth, illustrated, pp. 84. 
Boston: Noyes, Snow, & Co. Price, $3.50. 


Twelve Thousand Miles over Land and Sea; or, Wanderings in Europe. 
By the Rev, William Hutton. Illustrated. Ii6mo, cloth, Pp. 372. 
Philadelphia: Printed by Grant, Faires, & Rodgers; for sale by the 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 





| Vick’s Monthly ‘Magazine. Lllustrated. 


Vol. I.: January—December, 
1878. 8vo, Cloth, pp. viii, 376. 


Rochester: James Vick. 


Life at Home; or, The Family and its Members. 
D. (New edition revised. 
8S. R. Wells & Co. Price, $1.50. 
Life of Jesus Christ, for the Young. 
trated. Parts 25 and 26, together. 
Gebbie & Barrie. Price, 0 cents. 


By William Aikman, 
12mo, cloth, pp. 2449. New York: 


_ 


By Richard Newton, D.D. 
4to, paper, pp. 40. 


Illus- 
Philadelphia: 


Grandmother Dear: A book for boys and girls. By Mrs. Molesworth 
Illustrated by Walter Crane. l6mo, cloth, pp. x, 262. New York: 
Macmillan & Co. Price, $1.50. 


| Caught and Fettered. By Mrs. J. P. Ballard. 
pp. 267. 


Illustrated. 


L 16mo, cloth, 
New York: National Temperance Society. 


Price, $1.00. 


The Emerald Spray: A Chapter of Life Experience. fpy Julia McNair | 


Wright. 16mo, cloth, pp. 385. Thesame. Price, 40 cents. 


~~— 


A Popular Commentary on the New Testament. 
Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D. Vol. I. 
| Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
Scribner’s Sons.—This portion of the new commentary is by 
Professor Philip Schaff, D.D., New York, and Professor 
Matthew B. Riddle, D.D., Hartford. Itis on beautiful paper, 
finely printed with clear type, and furnished with an 
| exceedingly valuable and good set of illustrations. Of these, 
| the present volume contains eleven full-page illustrations, all 
from photographs, except the hypothetical one of Ancient 
Jerusalem, which is from the well-known painting by Selous. 
The woodcut illustrations in the text are more than seventy 
in number, and, as well as the full-page ones, were selected 
| by the Rev. W. M. Thomson, author of “ The Land and the 
| Book.” There are also five maps and plans, all good, com- 
| pleted with the supervision of Professor A. Guyot, of Prince- 


Edited by 


ton, among which it is good to see a plan of Ancient Jeru- | 


Introduction and the | 
New York: Charles | 








| 


It is likely that he will resume labor in England | 
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(as late as 1876) with reference to the Agrippine wall. Fac- 
similes of the five great uncial manuscripts of the New Tes- 
tament, with some later uncials, and three cursives, complete 
the illustration matter. With reference to the commentary 
itself, the matter is good, luminous, and well expressed. In 
respect to disputed matters, both sides are -usually stated so 
far as more important questions are concerned ; but in minor 
points the opinion of the editors alone is stated, with no refer- 
ence to another opinion: The 
statements whose record appears in the last tweive verses in 


all which is judicious. 


Mark, are styled as “ undoubtedly authentic,” a view to which 
it is to be noticed the doubti ‘g critics are gradually swinging, 
even though they deny the authorship by Mark. The date 
of the Lord’s death is argued to have been on the 15th Nisan, 
instead of the 14th; a conclusion to which American schol- 
ars generally adhere, though in England and Germany the 
reverse is held. The commentary is popular, as its title indi- 
sates; but itis far better than the mass of old-fashioned popu- 
lar commentaries. Its aim is inthe main to facilitate the 
understanding of the text ; and to this end its brief introduc- 
tions, marginal emendations, and explanatory notes on all 
difficult passages, are a wonderful help. It should not be 
forgotten that this work bears the distinctive mark of the 
peculiar phase of the Christian spirit of our own age; it 
strives to present in an evangelical, catholic, Christological 
way the best results of the latest biblical scholarship for the 
instruction of the English reader. In the preface and intro- 
duction, even more than in the notes, one is struck with the 
lively perception and full knowledge of what God’s people 
are doing and thinking, all over the world. The work bids 
fair to have a character like that of its corps of editors: 
international and interdenominational. Like the last and 
best volume of the Speakers’ Commentary, lately issued by 
the same publishers on the same part of the Bible, it isa 
great help and a great blessing to the general Christian stu- 
dent or reader; yet the two books are very different in their 
tone, and exhibit in contrast the calm stateliness of the fin- 
ished English scholar, and the lively force of the American 
worker. Any Bible-lover is fortunate to possess either; but 
doubly so to possess both. Neither cover the ground of 
Lange’s Commentary, which is rather for the scholar who 
can read the original than for the common reader. (8vo, 
cloth, pp. 508. Price, $6.00.) 


Hobart’s Map of Ancient Jerusalem. St. Louis: E. R. 
Hobart & Co.—This map is of convenient size, but not equal 
in merit to the rest of Hobart’s series, though professing to be 
“compiled from the surveys of the officers of the English 
Palestine Exploration Fund and other best authorities.” It 
would be difficult to find anything new about Ancient Jeru- 
salem in the whole map. Apparently the Ancient Jerusalem 
intended to be portrayed is that of the time of Christ. The 
wall-line follows the general theory of those who locate Cal- 
vary above the so-called Grotto of Jeremiah, or at least out- 
side the present wall, though the letter-press of the map 
seems equally to favor the traditional site. Nothing in the 
map indicates a knowledge of the recent discoveries of Con- 
rad Schick. Instating it to be the opinion of “recent explor- 
ers” that “Calvary was situated north of the city,” the letter 
of the statement is true, but its spirit is a mistake. Doubt- 
less there are recent explorers who think so; but they are 
neither in the majority of their class, nor coincident in judg- 
ment with the majority of the better scholarly investigators. 
Nor is there anything new in that opinion: it has been held 
by a few, for generations. Apparently it is intended on the 
map to show by adiflerence in type the distinction between 
things ancient and modern ; but if so, it is a mistake to desig- 
nate the Pool of Hezekiah as ancient, or the well-known 


quarries as “ Royal Caverns.” A few clerical errors should 


| also be corrected, as “ Where Stephen took up the cross (?) ;” 


which should read “ Where Simon of Cyrene,” etc. What 
is really owing to recent exploration and survey is the very 
good hypsometric representation of the elevations and 
depressions of the present surface of the ground. (30 by 46 
inches, printed on cloth, colored. Price, $1.50.) 


Lange’s Commentary on the Holy Scriptures. Volume XI.: 
Isaiah. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons.—This volume ap- 
pears rather promptly after the appearance of the original Ger- 
man; and is translated, with additions, by Samuel T. Lowrie, 
p.D., of Philadelphia, and Dunlop Moore, D.D., of New 
Brighton, Pennsylvania. Like other commentaries on the 
great prophet, it is rather a mine for exploration than a path to 
tread; and, like the other volumes of this series, rather more 
of a help to the divine and the scholar than to the popular 
reader. Except for the homiletical and practical portion, 
which is indeed valuable, and enriched by selections from 
such annotators and expositors as Henry, Barnes, and 
Alexander, one needs to have the original Hebrew with him 
all the time. It is, however, a very great work, in both 
senses: of well-applied labor, and of accumulated amount of 
matter ; and a boon to English-speaking scholars. Here and 
there the work is enriched with the newly available Assyrian 
lore. It is refreshing, too, to see that with reference to the 


Sunday-school Union, recently held, the sum of one hun- | salem by Conrad Schick, embodying the new discoveries | latter part of the Book of Isaiah, the great prophecy on the 
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ward, the commentary discards the idea of 
so maay modern commentators, who assume a 
second prophet, prophesying at the time of 


Me, ied said 


pup Oe as am A 





—_— 





Cyrus, from internal evidence alone; and 
holds to the old and natural view that Isaiah 
really did predict Cyrus by name several 
generations before his birth. At the end is 
a table comparing the vocabulary of the two 
portions of the book, in order to show that 
part of the internal evidence to the scholar. 
(8vo, cloth, pp. 741. Price, $5.00.) 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this week is 27,500 copies. 
A large extra edition is also printed. Adver- 
tisers are free to examine the subscription list 
at any time. 


words and music) for each lesson. 


Present TrRuTH by James H. Brookes, paper cover. 
Being Testimony of the Holy Ghost on the 
Coming of The Lord, the Divinity of 
Christ, and the Personality of the Holy 
Ghost. Nearly 250 pages. Cloth, 75 cents. 
Paper, 25 cents. Address E. A. Wilson, 
Publisher, Springfield, Il. 


matter. AU for 64 cents a number. 


under 10 copies three months, seven 





The Food for Lambs is the paper you 
want for your primary class. Simple story 
of the lesson in each number. Weekly, 
4 pages, and finely illustrated. Specimen 
copies of above, and Labor of Love, from 
Edward A. Wilson, Springfield, Ills, 


Lesson LEAF sent free. 


Bad books and papers for children are 
dear at any price, but when we can get for 
almost nothing such beautiful and excel- 
lent papers as the four illustrated monthlies 
issued by The Christian at Work Publish- 
ing Company, 216 Broadway, New York, 
no young person ought to be deprived of 
wholesome reading. Sunday-schools will 
do well to send for samples to E. -W. 
Hawley, Secretary. 

A ParerR FoR YouNG PEOPLE.—The 
Youth’s Companion of Boston employs the 
same writers as the best English and 





select from their books the choicest of the well-known copyrighted hymns. 


mail without cost of postage to subscribers. 


$1.25; three months, 35 cents: for te 


THe SunpAy Scuoo. Times will be better than ever for 1879. 
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Tui. ScHoLars’ QuARTERLY published at the office of Tae Sunpay Scnoor Tres, has been so popular, 
during the past three years, that its quarterly circulation has reached 140,000 copies. A new feature is to be 


added to it for 1879, which will make it even more highly valued, as it furnishes an appropriate closing hymn 


It is not proposed to furnish new music; for that must be practiced 


lhe price of Thr ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY is 25 cents a year, or $25 for a hundred copies a year. 


cents each. 


n scholars, one year, $2.50 ; 





three months, 63 cents. 


thoroughly before it can be sung well. But it is arranged with the leading publishers of Sunday-school music to 
In this selection, the editors of Thr 
SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY have been aided by some of the best judges of Sunday-school music in the country. 

Pie ScHOLARS’ QUARTERLY for 1879 will contain forty large pages (besides the maps), bound in a strong 
In addition to the lesson notes and questions, it will contain colored maps, chronological tables, 


review exercises, opening and closing exercises, choice familiar hymns, Bible dictionary pages, and other helpful 


Sent by 


Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate: 


To supply a class would cost :—For five scholars, one year, 


The number for the 


first quarter of 1879 is ready for delivery. Send seven cents for a specimen copy.j Specimens of the WEEKLY 


More than 27,000 teachers are now using 
. r ‘ | . ae r 3 : 

it. Would you not like to try it? The three months’ plan gives you an opportunity to do so at avery small 
cost. Ihe regular price is $2.15 a year; but if you have never been a subscriber, you can have it mailed to you 


every week for three months for twenty-five cents. This offer is only for new subscribers. Address, 


: Pumice, fictive ker 
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American magazines, and no other publica- 
tion for the family furnishes so much | 
entertainment and instruction of a superior 
order for so low a price. Among its con- | 

tributors are Dinah Muloch Craik, Miss | ' ' 

Yonge, J.T. Trowbridge, Louisa M. Alcott, | NEXDENSIVE | 00 Si 
Henry W. Longfellow, James T. Fields, | 


John G. Whittier, and nearly fifty of the | 
best story-writers | Mrs. H. B. Stowe’s Illustrated Tales. 





CHOICE 


AND 








| 
| POGANUC PEOPLE (her latest) ...........--. $1.50 
| WE AND OUR NEIGHBORS .............--- 1.50 
CoUGHS AND COLDS ARE OFTEN OVER-| MY WIFE AND L..............--.2--.---+-+--- 1.50 
LOOKED, A continuance for any lengthof| BETTY BRIGHT IDEA and Other Christ 


ime causes irritation of the Lungs or some : : 
me causes Irritat g Mrs. H. B. Stowe’s Illustrated Relig- 


chronic Throat Disease. ious Books. 


. . } 
chial Troches” are an effectual Cough | roorsTEPs OF THE MASTER: 
| Illuminated Titles, Vignettes, Carols, Hymns, 
} 


“ Brown’s Bron- | 


Remedy. | CR SEINE a. in nuitdendacetddceatnncachimieeced $1.50 
| BIBLE HEROINES: Narrative Biographies ot 
Eminent Female Scriptural Characters. .....-- 2.00 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 





} 
| 
| Sir Philip Sidney: His Life and Times. 
8 Stoo > . > ing i - 

GovERNOR Hoyt’s GRAND MarcH. By E. Mack | dong wishes, Eaquae Pristing end a 50 
With fine picture of Governor-elect. Price, 4 centa. | —= © “~~~°°rrnencns*semenenenncnnonsnnnsecseececceoee : 
LEE & WALKER, 1113 Chestnut Street, Philadel- | *,* For sale by all Booksellers, or will be sent, post- 
phia. | paid, on receipt of price, by 


DAIsyBANK. By Joanna H. Mathews, A story of | FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT, 
country life and adventure, and how boyish character 
27 Park Place, New York. 


bore the testsit encountered. Four outline cuts, 90c. 
PREMIUMS! 


THOUGHTS FOR THK Day. A new wall roll with 
scriptural and poetical selections, and a Bible reading 

Send 10c. for Premium List and Sample Copy ot 

THE CHILDREN’S FRIEND, 


for every day. Walnut roller,75c. Both by Ameri- | 
can Tract Society, New York, Depository 1512 Chestnut 
street, Philadelphia. | 
READ THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. An Illustrated Monthly Magazine, devoted to the best 
SEE PAINE’S CHURCH FURNITURE. interests of the youth of allages. Terms, ¢*..56 per year, 
= SE Ee ee »ostage included. Address M. Y¥. HOUGH, P. O. Box 
BUY FAIRBANKS & CO.’S. TYPE WRITER. — 706 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
Charlies Scribner's Sons, 743 Broadway, N. Y. 
Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” 
11 Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. AUTOBIOGRA PH Y AND MEMORIA LS OF ICHA- 
Rob't Carter & Bros., Publishers, 50 Broadway, N.Y, | BOD WASHBURN By HENRy T. CHEEVER, D.D 
WORCESTER’'S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. Showing how agreat business was developed and 
PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. | large wealth acquired for the use of benevolence, 
USE WALTER BAKER & ©O.’S CHOCOLATE. ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES FREE,SEND FOR ONE 
U. D. Ward, Publisher, 150 Nassau St., up stairs, N.Y. | 
Library numbers, Van Everen, 191 Fulton St., N. : . 2 : : . 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. | In ordering anything advertised in this paper, 
_ SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. _| you will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y. | tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in 


The Sunday School Times. 


Worp MAKING AND Worp TakINne. The best 
ame. Sent by mail for 27 cents, and Dealers supplied 









BOSTON: OLOTHROP & CO. PUBLISHERS. 


, MOST BEAUTIFUL CARDS I ever sold, no2 
alike, 10c. postpaid. J. B. Husted, Nassau, N.Y. | 


-ROCK OF ACES. 


By Augustus Montague Toplady. Rightly esteemed | 
“one of the brightest gems of Christian harmony.” | 
Illustrated by Miss L. B. Humphrey, and issued uni- | 
form with the other books of this successful series, viz. : | 
0, WHY SHOULD THE SPIRIT OF MORTAL | 

BE PROUD? NEARER, MY GOD, TO 
THEE. ABIDE WITH ME. | 


Small 4to, English cloth, full gilt. Price reduced to 
$1.50 each. 


“The pictures breathe a spirit of prayer, and cause 
the beholder to feel lifted to a higher plane of life while 
contemplating them. Asa holiday gift nothing could 
be more appropriate, and the recipient cannot but be 
made the better for its possession.”—{New Bedford 
Standard. ’ 

Sold by all booksellers, and sent by mail, post-paid, 
upon receipt of price. Our illustrated holiday cata- 
logue, 32 pages, sent free to any address on application. 


LEE & SHEPARD, Publishers, 


BOSTON, MASS. 





WANTED AGENTS FOR THE 
ERRORS OF KOMANISM 


The best book ever published, being a complete expo- 
sition of the most base system, which enslaves, degrades, 
and corrupts, and by its insidious influences is trying to 
destroy our glorious Republic, Free schools, and every- 
thing that Priesthood cannot control, edited by the 
most eminent Protestant Bishops and other Divines. 
Profusely illustrated with portraits of contributors. 
Every person who values freedom should have this 
work. Address for circulars, 

J. H. CHAMBERS, 8t. Louis, Mo. 


MRS. HENRY WARD BEECHER’S NEW BOOK. 


All Around the House; 


OR HOW TO MAKE HOMES HAPPY. 

By Mrs. H. W. Beecher, author of ** Motherly Talks,” 
ete. One handsome 12mo volume. Price, $1.50. 

Agents wanted for this fast-selling book in every 
town in the United States. Send for circular. 

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
549 and 551 Broadway, New York. 

Latest, cheapest, best. 
saves time and labor. Ask 
your Bookseller for it, or 


Say ieee tae send price and have it 
O55 1010) ae Mailed to you. 


=te10)-jem WV. G. HOLMES, 


fm Publisher, 77 Madison St., 
PRICE 7S CHICAGO. 


HEAD'S 


PRACTICAL 





SEND FOR CATALOGUES to 
Cassell, Petter, & Galpin, New York. 





. of the Prettiest Curds you ever saw, with name, | ¢ 
2 10c., post-paid. Go. I. Rump & Co., Nassau, N.Y. (By Bia MAMMOETT st Broadway, New York. 


BOOK AGENTS WANTED for the NEW 


Comprehensive 


nan. Commentary 


Tus GREAT WORK combines in a single volume the 
Commentaries of JAMIESON, FAUSSET, BROWN, 
HENRY, and Scort, with the entire Text of the Bible. 
The full Bible Text is printed on the left-hand pages 
throughout the entire work; while on the opposite 
pages, that is, facing the Text, are given the combined 
comments by the several authors named, thus en- 
abling the reader to know instantly the exaci meaning 
of any passage. It contains over 50,000 PARALLEL Pas- 
SAGES of the Bible printed in full at the side of relative 
subjects in the adjacent Text, also a great amount of 


, Introductory matter, Explanatory Tables, etc. The 


whole work is magnificently illustrated with fine 
Engravings, and a complete series of new Maps and 
Plans based on the latest biblical researches. The 
accuracy and fullness of detail of these elegant Maps 


| are not even approached by any other. 


This great work is now completed, and it is sold 
either in Parts or in bound copies. Itis highly en- 
dorsed by the clergy of all evangelical denominations 
as “THE Best Commentary extant for family use. 
The Sunday School Times of June 15, 1878, in an ‘edito- 
rial, pronounces it ‘ THE BEsT. 

Send for circulars giving full information, etc. 

Address, 
A. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., Publishers, 
Hartford, Conn, 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. 


Wanted, Local Agents for every principal town 
to solicit orders for the 


BIBLE READER’S COMMENTARY. 
By Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, D.D, 


In one volume, embracing the Gospels. 


It is, without doubt, one of the best, most attractive 
and desirable books offered to the public in many 
years. It will be wanted by all intelligent Christian 






























persons, Sunday -school teachers, ministers,and others, | 


and should become a household book in every family. 
Gentlemen of age, culture and address, or ladies of 

experience, will find this a genial employment, with 

permanent relations and satisfactory compensation. 


It is strongly recommended by prominent clergy- 
‘ ; 


men in all denominations. 
For full particulars address 


D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, N. Y. 


r) TRT TWh 
THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE iN-sURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,280,723.46. 

THE PENN isa purely Mutual Company. AU of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members every 
year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possible 
rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their value. 
Endowment licies issued at life rates) AGENTS 
WANTED. pply to H. 8S. STEPHENS, Vice-Presi- 
dent, 921 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















a ne SORE 





— 





/ 


e the 
yw, 
Bible. 
pages 
yosSite 
bined 
s en- 
aning 
L Pas- 
lative 
int of 
The 
1 fine 
psand | 
The 
Maps 








is sold 
ily en- 
rations 
ly use. 
edito- 


i, Conn. 
Y. 


wn 


‘ARY. 
ae 


ittractive 
in many 
Christian 


id others, | 
‘y family. | 


r ladies of 
rent, with 
nsation. 

nt clergy- 


Ba & 


? 


AL 


iphia. 


All of its 
ibers every 
at possib e 
heir value. 

AGENTS 
Vice-Presi- 


ie 





December 28, 1878.] 
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| 
FRANK LESLIE'S | 
| 


SUNDAY MAGAZINE. 


EDITED BY 


REV. DR. DEEMS. 





“It certainly excels in value the Sunday magazines 
of the old country.”—New Covenant, Chicago. } 


“This splendid magazine is crowded with 


good 
things.”’—Presbyterian Weekly. 


“ This magazine, which began well, is gaining ground 
with each successive number.”’—Christian Union. 


“The fact is, this magazine has from the start dis 
tanced all competitors, and is now trying to outdo its 
own self.”’—Central Protestant. 


The intention of the Editor is to inculcate Christian 
morals in the most pleasing way ; tomake a magazine 
which shall be instructive and interesting to cle y- 
men and laymen, to mothers and children, to the old- 
est and to the youngest readers. He seeks to make 
each number of fresh interest and all the numbers of | 
permanent value. It has | 
SERIALS, BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 

SHORT STORIES, EXEG ESIS, 

SKETCHES OF TRAVEL, SERMONS, 
POETRY, TIMELY EDITORIALS, 
MUSIC, MISCELLANY. 

Each number contains 128 pages royal 8vo. The 
articles are profusely illustrated. and new engravings 
will be made both in this country and in Europe. 

The following are among the distinguishing writers 
who have made contributions: 

Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, 

Rev. William M. Baker, 

Rev. N. Bjerring, 

Prof. Wim. E. Griffis, 

Col. Paul H. Hayne, 

Rev, Dr. Hurst, 

Rev. Dr. Leyburn, 

Rev. Bishop McTyeire, 


Rev. Dr. Ray Palmer, 
Josephine Pollard, 
Rev. Dr. Potter, 
Margaret J. Preston, 
Margaret E. Sangster, 
Rev. Dr. Schaff, 
Rev. Bishop Wightman, 
Prof. William Wells. 

ae The fifth Volume commences with the number 
for January, 1879. Itis furnished by mail, free of any 
postage, for THREE DOLLARS A YEAR; to clergy- 
men, $2.50. 

Bay” $1.50 will be received for six months. 

aa $1 for four months. 


B@ Any minister sending nine dollars for three 
subscribers will have his own copy free for one year. 
Any club of three subscribers sending $9 may order a 
free copy to their pastor or any other clergyman. 

All remittances must te made by check, or postal 
order, or express, to 


Frank Leslie’s Publishing House, 
53, 55 & 57 Place, New York, 


NELSON; or, How a Country Boy made 
His Way in the City. 

By Rev. W. M. THAYER, author of ‘“ The Poor Boy 
and the Merchant Prince,” “The Good Girl and 
the True Woman,” etc., etc. 16mo, cloth, $1.25. 

A story of the life of a well-known and successful 
Boston merchant, distinguished not only as an intelli- 
gent man of business, but as interested in the philan- 
thropic enterprises of the day; presented as an exam- 
ple for young men. 

“Tt is shown that good principles and the character 
which is developed by their growth and the putting of 
them in practice amid verse and trying circum- 
stances, are the true secrets of success and the Keys to 
prosperity.’”’—Apis. Messenger. 

“ A good temperance and moral story for boys, and 
many not boys will find it entertaining.” —Chr. Secre- 
tary. 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL, Publisher, 
744 Broadway, New York. 
NEW AND VALUABLE 


PUBLICATIONS 


OF THE 


CONG’L PUBLISHING SOCIETY. 








ST PUBLISHED. 
THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


By Frof. AUSTIN PHELPS. A very valuable and 
practical book. A suitable companion for that popu- 
lar work by the same author, “The Still Hour.” 
Price, $1.40. 


JU 
STUDIES OF 


The popular verdict all around the globe, 


ce 

, 7 val Y | 

THE LIGHT: IS IT WANING ? 
WHY? HOW MUCH? AND WHAT SHALL WE 
DO? Being the Fletcher Prize Essay for 1879. A | 


very suggestive book on an important subject. | 
Price, $1.00, | 


GEO. P. SMITH, AGENT. 
TWO MOST APPROPRIATE PRESENTS 


For Distribution in Sunday-schools. 


A NEW YEAR’S ADDRESS 
TO THE 
Sunday-School Teachers of America, 
By the Rev. JOHN HALL, D. D., of New York. 


In fancy covers. Square 18mo. } 


And uniform with the above, | 
A NEW YEAR’S ADDRESS 
TO THE } 


Sunday-school Scholars of America. 
By the Rev. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
Price of each, $3.00 per 100, postage paid. 
JUST PUBLISHED BY 
The American Sunday School Union, | 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. | 
8 & 10 Bible House, New York. 
73 Randolph St., Chicago. 


For Sale by Sunday-school Bookstores generally, 


-— | ae 





The lesson plans of The Sunday School Times for 1879 include a fuller 
variety than ever of practical helps to the understanding and use of the 


nternational lessons. 


One new feature is a series of “ Teaching Hints,” to 


aid the teacher in emphasizing and applying the lesson truths best suited to 


his class. 


An experienced superintendent or teacher is to take the lessons 


for a month, and say what truth or truths from its text he would press home 
to the scholars—of different ages and grades—and how he would do this. 
This is in addition to all the lesson helps hitherto given in our columns. 


Already arrangements have 


from Mr. Dwight L. Moody, 


been made for these hints—for a month each— 
Mr. John Wanamaker, Mr. John E, Searles, Jr., 


Mr. John B. Smith, Mr. Henry Plant,the Rev. W. F. Crafts, the Rev. J.C. W. 
Coxe, Mr. Alexandér G. Tyng, and other skilled instructors. It is believed that 
this plan will give aid in a line where least help has been commonly furnished 
by the lesson periodicals, and that it will meet the want of very many teach- 


ers. 


Yet another new feature is a series of homiletical papers on the lessons, 
by well-known clergymen throughout the country. 


The Rev. Drs. Howard 


Crosby, William M. Taylor. George Dana Boardman, William Ormiston, 


Charles S. Robinson, John 


included in those who are to render this service to the teachers. 


E. DeWitt, and others of like reputation, are 
“ Critical 


Notes” will be continued by Professor Toy on lessons of the Old Testament, 


and by Professor Kendrick on those of the New. 
week by week, his “Orientalisms of the Lesson.” 


the “‘ Lesson Framework.” 
cations.” 


Professor Hall will give, 
Mr. Peltz will supply 
Mr. Trumbull will add his “Illustrative Appli- 


The “ Hints for the Primary Teacher,” by Faith Latimer, and the 


“ Suggestive Questions,” by Miss Pearce, will not be lacking ; nor will “Bible 
Lights,” “ Blackboard Hints,” and “ Eclectie Side Lights.” 


For subscription prices see “Terms of Subscription” on another page. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AAA 
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FOR YOUR 


SUPERINTENDENT. 


A Revolving Blackboard would be an appropriate 
One of this 
style, size 3 x 4} feet, giving on both sides a surface of 
27 square feet, costs $14. A very large board of this 
style, 4x 6 feet, giving on both sides a surface of 27 
square feet, costs $17. Sent by express or freight, as 
directed, at the expense of the purchaser. 
for boxing and shipping. 


Christmas present for your superintendent. 


No charge 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





NEW STYLE ESTEY ORGAN. 


wherever organs are known, is 
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The above cut is a fac-simile of our new style ESTEY ORGAN, for which there is already an Unprecedented 
i e al 


Demand, owing to the very low 


y t which we can sell them. 
hand. which we are selling lower than ever before, at the old stand, 


We have an immense stock of Organs on 


18 North Seventh Street, 


E. M. BRUCE & CO., General Managers. 


If you call or write in answer te this advertisement,‘please mention the fact of having seen it in this paper. | 


PHILADELPHIA, 





THE NEW YORK SUN FOR 1879. 


THE Sun will be printed every day during the year 
tocome. Its purpose and method will be the same as 
in the past: To present all the newsin a readable 
shape, and to tell the truth though the heavens fall, 

THE SuN has been, is, and will continue to be inde- 
pendent of everybody and everything save the Truth 
and its own convictions of duty. That is the only pol- 
icy which an honest newspaper need have. That is 
the policy which has won for this newspaper the con- 
fidence and friendship of a wider constituency than 
was ever enjoyed by any other American journal. 

THE SUN is the newspaper of the people. It is not 
for the rich man against the poor man, or for the poor 
man against the rich man, but it seeks to do equal jus- 
tice to all interests in the community. It is not the 
organ of any person, Class, sect, or party. There need 
be no mystery about its loves and hates. It is for the 
honest man against the rogues every time. It is for 
the honest Democrat as against the dishonest Republi- 
can, and forthe honest Republican as against the dis- 
honest Democrat. It does not take its cue from the 
utterances of any politician or political organization. 
It gives its support unreservedly when men or meas- 
ures are in agreement with the Constitution and with 
the priaciples upon which the republic was founded 
for the people. henever the Constitution and con- 
stitutional principles are violated—as in the outra- 
geous eer of 1876, by which a man not elected was 
placed in the President's office, where he still remains 
—it speaks out forthe right. Thatis THe Sun's idea 
of independence. In this respect there will be no 
change in its programme for 1879. 

THE Sww has fairly earned the hearty hatred of ras- 
cals, frauds, and humbugs of all sorts and sizes. It 
hopes to deserve that hatred not less in the year 1879 
than in 1878, 1877, or any year gone by. THE SuN is 
printed for the men and women of to-day, whose con- 
cern is chiefly with the affairs of to-day. It has both 
the disposition and the ability to afford its readers the 
promptest, fullest, and most accurate intelligence of 
whatever in the wide world is worth attention. To 
this end the resources belonging to well-established 
prosperity will be liberally employed. 

The present disjointed condition of rties in this 
country, and the uncertainty of the future, lend an 
extraordinary significance to the events of the coming 
year. To present with accuracy and Glearness the ex- 
act situation in each of its varying phases, and to ex- 
pound, according to its well-known methods, the prin- 
ciples that should guide us through the labyrinth, will 
be an important part of THE SUN's work for 1879. 

We have the means of making THE SwuN, as a politi- 
cal, a literary, and a general newspaper, more enter- 
taining and more useful than ever before; and we 
mean to apply them freely. 

Our rates of subscription remain unchanged. For 
the DaILy SUN, a a sheet of twenty-eight 
columns, the ay by mail, postpaid, is 565 cents a 
month, or $6.50 a year; or, including the Sunday 
paper, an eight-page sheet of fifty-six columns, the 
price is 65 cents a month, or $7.70 a year, postage 


paid. 

The Sunday edition of THe Suw is also furnished 
separately at $1.20 a year, postage paid. The Sun- 
DAY Sun, in addition to the current news, presents a 
most entertaining and instructive body of literary and 
miscellaneous matter,in bulk twice as great and in 
value not inferior to that of the best monthly maga- 
zines of the day, at one-tenth of their cost. 

The WEEKLY SuN is especially adapted for those 
who do not take a New York daily paper. The news 
of the week is fully presented, its market reports are 
furnished to the latest moment, and its agricultural 
department, edited with great care and ability, is 
unsurpassed. The WEEKLY SwN is probably read to- 
day by more farmers than -_ other paper published. 
A_ choice story, with other carefully prepared 
miscellany, appears in each issue. "Phe Weekly 
protects its readers by barring its advertising columns 
against frauds and humbugs, and furnishes more good 
matter for less money than can be obtained from any 
other source, 

The price of the WEEKLY Sun, eight es, fifty-six 
columns, $1 a year, postage paid. Por cuke of ten 
sending $10 we will send a extra copy free. Address 


I. W. ENGLAND, 
Publisher of THE Sun, New York City 


THE 


RURAL NEW-YORKER, 


The Largest, Handsomest, and Cheapest 
Rural Paper in the World! 


TERMS REDUCED TO $2.00 to ALL. 


The mon pores combination of Practical Writers 
ever secured by any other Rural Journal. 





$25,000 Worth of Farm, Garden, and Flower Seeds, fro: 
the Rural Experimental Farm and Horticultural 
Grounds of 82 Acres 
DISTRIBUTED FREE 
to every subscriber who applies. The Seeds are saved 
from rare, hardy, NEW Varieties, and most of them 
ANNOT BE PRODUCED ELSEWHERE, 
and equal in value the yearly subscription price. 


That all may judge of the truth of our statements, copies 
will be sent free to Applicants, 
No Progressive Farmer, Fruit-grower, or Gardener CAN 
AFFORD to do without the RURAL for 1879. 
Honestly devoted to the needs of all who love 
Plant life, whether of the Farm, Garden, Orchard, or 
the Household. 


Dairy, Stock, Poultry, Bees! The 
Best Methods. Markets, Literature, 
News. 


Elegantly Illustrated from Life Drawings. 
Send for it. Compare it with others, and Sus- 
SCRIBE FOR THE BEsT. 
THE HEAD OF THE RURAL PRESS. 
So acknowledged by our best authorities. 


aa)” Premium Lists, Posters, etc., sent free to all who 
| wish to act as agents. 


78 DUANE ST., NEW YORK. 


HRISTMAS_ CAROLS. 











HURCH sss ar. 
hristmas Selections) 0» 


FOR 1878. 


= Beautiful Songs for Sunday- 
SI 4 schools, Home and 


$4 Per 100 


ALL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS. (Send forSample 


| s@- Better even than last Year. om 


A Christmas Garland of Song and Story. 
| THE HOLIDAY NUMBER OF 


CHURCH’S MUSICAL VISITOR 
Will make the best Christmas gift for musical 
| friends. Beautifully Illustrated!!! Stories, 
\"Sketches, News, Autograph Letter of Liszt and 
fac-simile music by Chopin, with portraits and 
TWELVE PIECES OF MUSIC! 
DouBLE NUMBER! SEND FOR IT. Price, 2% cents, 
and particulars free. 
IT WILL DELIGHT YOU! 


| JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
| 805 Broadway, N. Y.,fand Cincinnati, O. 
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PU BLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, - - - - $2 15 each. 
, 1608” occ e £8 * | 
80 Copies and upwards,- - - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The yellow label on each paper shows up to what date 
a@ subecriber has paid. If publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber Uvat the paper 
be discontinued, he will continue to Soma The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time here ler, U the 
subscriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it. 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents has 
been discontinued. The — to all single subscribers 
is now §2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded, 

Subacripts ons will be received for any portion of a 

year at rly rates, 

Addit rae may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, a ee Sormed, would be 
authorized to subscribe ane Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the cme time with the club as 
originally ordered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for th. time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
oftice to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
— county and state. 

y person writing to renew either a single or club 





subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the mare whom the paper or 


papers have heretofore n sent, 
wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies; sent free from this 
flice to any address. 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50, 


This paper is designed to superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their's tm work, to which 
teachers and scholars have not access. It is p' ublished 
monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of its ‘iice, oy 
to subscribers of The Times who are Pastors or 
tendents (including in the latter class assistant superin 
tendents, and heads of departments meeting in se 
rate rooms), and who, when ordering it, state 


are such. 

“Tn sending your renewalto The Superintendents’ 
Paper, DP please mention the date to which you have 
F for The Sunday School Times, as given on the 
yellow address label on The Times. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF, 
100 Copies, one month, - - $ .60. 
100 “ one year, - - - 7.20. 

Less than 100 coptes & at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS? QUARTERLY, 
100 Copies, three months, - 
100 one year, - - 4 0. 

Less than 100 copies at the same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any 
of these publications, can make payment for the same 
by a money order, payable at Philadelphia, to John D. 

attles, as follows: 
The Sunday School Times, one year, - - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendents’ Paper, one yo, - : ~~ 
The Scholars’ Seeney. one yea 
rn rates include postage, which is eéedat a at this 
office. 


Letters concern’ ane Subscriptions or Advertisements 


should be addr 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


A CREAT OFFER FOR 


HOLIDAYS!!! 


We will during the HOLIDAYS dispose of 100 
PIANOS & ORGANS, at EXTRAORDINARY 
LOW prices for cash. SPLENDID ORGANS 2 3- 
; sects of reeds $65, 3 sets with Sub Bass and 
Coupler $80, 2 sets 850, L set $40, I set ew 
7 Octave all ROSEWOOD PIANOS $130,7 1-3 
do $140, warranted for SIX years. AGENTS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
Music at half price, HORACE WATERS & 
SONS, Manfrs.and Dealers,40 #, L4th.,5t..N.¥ 


The Soul’s Inquiries Answered 


IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 
A Year Book of Scripture Texts, arraneed by G. W. 
Moon. With an introduction by;Rev.,T. L. Cuyler, DD, 
No more useful book could be placed in the hands of 
inguirers or young converts, 

Price, complete, with blank!pageés for diary, gilt edge, 
$1.00; red edge, 75 cents; edition without diary, 50cents. 
THOMAS Y. CROWELL, Publisher, 

744 Broadway, New York 


Sold by all booksellers, or sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. 

Tells without the writ. 
ing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what 
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5O |Xind|s for 1879. 
Que]stio|n Boloks, 
Le}sson Papefrs, 
Tea}cher ['s Heflps, 
Pic|ture | Paplers, 
Scholfar’s Ouartlerlies, 
Pelloubetfs Noftes, 
Todd {& Ridjdle’s —_ [Notes. 
Send} for |Price List. 
Sejnd for} Samfples. 
-(— SHUT, 

52 Bromfield] St., ston. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
oF Mois we Sgr 
ert nied ED 1 
Capit 1 $410,000. - Assets, $1,704,481.36. 
TORN DEVEREUX, 7 ame 
M. CROWELL, 
JOH? L. THOMSON, hry ae 


EWARD 
CARDS, 


Fy New, bright, beautiful 
No sham high retail price 
Send 50 cents for 20 Perfect 


For Day and Sunda: 
and cheap, at net price 
and tempting discount, 
Samples that can be used. 
M. A. COUDY, Publisher, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


CONCERT EXERCISE 


For Sunday-school Entertainments. Embracing the 
Twelve Lessons of last quarter '78, arranged for as many 
classes of allsizes. Has 30 pages, containing Salutatory 
and Programme. 


Single copies, 15 cents; 10 copies, $1; 20 copies, $1.75. 


Address, 
E. J. HART, 


ILLIOPOLIS, SANGAMON Co., ILLINOIS. 


PULPIT HELPS, ween" 
the very best and cheapest. Send1 cent stamp to Rev. 
8. T. BUCK, Milton, Pa. 


Quy for Caseheges ot Sunday-school Books and 
Papers published by the American Sunday School 
Union, No. 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


ARGAINS.—Re 
Drawers, $1, 25; 
chiefs for 25c.; 3 


lar made white Merino Shirt or 
Men’s Hemmed Linen Handker- 
Ladies Hemmed Handkerchiefs, 25c.; 
2 China Silk’ Handkerchiefs, 25c.; 21 in. Fancy Silk, 


75e.; Plain, 60c. 
. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa 


Address 


AY. 


TEACHERS’ LESSON HELPS. 





Samples free. 
LESSON LEAVES & QUARTERLIES. 


Samples free. 





ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 





Sample free. 


BAGSTER'S POLYGLOT BIBLES; 


IN BAGSTER’S OWN BINDING. 
THE FAC-SIMILE SERIES. 


THE MIBIATUR® 47 ve 16mo. 
No.5, Levant Morgoes, ‘Divinity eireutt, kid lined, 
silk sewed 





number it was, and who 
took it out. Anthusias- 
tically endorsed by Libra- 
rians who are using it 
Price, only $1.50. Send 


Time SAVING ol Descriptive Circular 
pes § EBEN. SHUTE, 


8 Bromfield St., Boston, 


SUNDAY 
CHOOL 








adies’ Lined Gloves, 25c.; 2-button kid gloves, 75c 

4 %button, ¢1.00; Ladies’ white merino hose, lic; 
linen front, finished, unlaundried shirt; 
suspenders, 30c., by mail, = 
JI » CARLISLE, Pittsburg. 


A CHRISTMAS PRESENT EVERY MONTH. St. Nich- 
olas, the handsomest children’s magazine in the 
world, Subscribe now and make the children happy 
for a year. Priee, $3.00 a year. 2 cents a number, 
Scribner & Co., 743 Broadway, New York. 


C YUSTER’S “ BON MARCHE” for Millinery & Fan 
Goods, 43 N. 8th Street, Phila. Goods sent by mai 


(Gj Asser™ BROs,, Phila., Pa., 8. S. Supplies. 
New Catalogue | free. 


HARPER'S CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
enclosing 9 cents for postage. 


men’s extra 


EVELL’S classified refere:.ce catalogue of 8. 8. | 


e " Revell. Chicago. 


snnpites tree tn any oAdvena. 


APPLETONS’ JOURNAL — Art Journal.— Pepular 
Science Monthiy. The Best Advertising Mediwns. 


THE MEDIUM EDITION, Small 8vo. 
Size, 6% In. x 44% In. 







| No. 12. Turkey Morocco, plain.................... $6 25 | 

| * 13. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance... - 750] 

|} “ 44, Turkey Morocco, circuit...........-. - 875) 
* 15. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance. . 10 ¢ 


eB. > Russia, circuit, red under gold edges..... 
. . Do., with Cruden’s Concordance, net.... 
© ’. “Lev. Mor., Divin’ y cir., kid lined, silk sewed 9 
= Do., with Cruden’s ¢ ioncordance bineedediva 10 50 


THE LARGE EDITION, 8vo. 
Size, 844 In. x 544 Jn. 
No. 6. Turkey Morocco, beveled . $8 

“ 7. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance . 100 
“ 8. Turkey Morocco, circuit....... 
“ 9. Do., with Cruden’s Concordar 
“>? Russia, GPE ccessnenstensinp seco 
“11, Do., with Cruden's Concordance 
“ 1, Levant Morocco, Divinity circu 
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THE SUNDAY BOHOOL * TIMES. 


The National Sunday- -school Library 
NO. 1. 


00 volumes 18mo, aggregates 13,140 pages, hand 
somely illustrated. Net price to Sunday-schools, 
$25.00, Address 


AMERICAN &. 8. UNION, 
73 Randolph St., Chicago. 


‘TREASURY OF ‘WISDOM, WIT, HU- 
MOR, ODD COMPARISONS, AND 
PROVERBS. 


Authors, 931; subjects, 1393; quotations, 10,299. Com- 
piled by Adam Woolever. Royal 8vo, 1014 pages, 
vroth, ».50; sheep, library style, $3.50. 
he above book can be had at any bookstore, or 
will be sent by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 
price. by the pnblishers. 
Y AXTON , REMSEN, & HAFFELFINGER, 


624, 626, and 628 Market St., Phila 
xew GIF T-BOOK mF 





In prose and poetry, by apeesd of 800 Distinguished 
Authors, with introduction 


By Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D.D. 


If you area parent, get it; if you have a home, getit 
if you are bound for Heaven, get it—it will cheer and 
perk youon the way. In elegant binding. Lllustrated, 

2.75; full morocco, $4.50. f there is no agentin your 
coality .c or be be sent — on receipt of price. 
AT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, New York. 


A NEW EXCITING BOOK 


Bristling with Wild Adventures. The 
Deeds of the Daring Explorer 
ONLY 


STANLEY go%5. 


The only authentic and copyrighted cheap edition. 

Gives 'a full Aistory of his wonderful discoveries in 

Africa and marvelous journey down the Congo. It is 

fascinating as romance. Wy iliustraved, and 

highly endorsed by the c iorgy on Press. Agents are 
rs 


se hing 10 to 25 . {o‘o00 80. More 
AGENTS WANTED Srcictec = 


HUBBARD BROS., 733, TEL St., Philadelphia. 


WANTED “" THE PICTORIAL 


BIBLE commnnra Ton. 


Contains 1,018 Pages, 475 Illustrations and Maps. 
Pronounced by scholars ‘‘ The most complete and com- 
prehensive Commentary on the entire Scriptures (in 
one vol.) ever published.” There is nothing like it; 
and but few Commentators in popular use. Price, 
$3.75. This is a FAMILY book. It answers every 
objection of the skeptic. Extra Terms. Send for 
| aherigg = BRADLEY, GARRETSON @& CO., 66 N. 4th 

treet, Philadelphia, Pa. 


eo DARK a.m 


for Dr. aan _ a” 

— a 

In Bg new volume the Popular Author ot Night 
Scenes in the Bible portrays with vivid and thrillin, 
force and eloquence the events of Sacred Truth, an 
adds fresh testimony to the beauty, pathos, and sub- 
ot the Stories ‘a the Bible. Agents will find 
this k with its sparkling thoughts, glowing style, 
beautiful engravings, and rich bin ings, he best in the 
market. Terms liberal. Circulars free. Addr 

J.C. McCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 


UCCESSFUL FOLKS. 


Matthew Hale Smith’s new book. 


1000 Prominent persons, men and TE W “* 
STEEL PORTRAITS OF A. T. STE T. 
VANDERBILT, BENNETT, etc. 


The sensation I's the season. ) A. : 
\ to secure territory. Address for 
AGEN S agency, circulars and terms, 
AMERICAN PUBL ISHING CO., Hartford, Conn. 
Chicago, Ill. 


Wonderful, But True!!! ‘What? 


Why, the fact that agents are doing better on the 
sale of Rev. 8S. T. Buck’s “ ILLUSTRATED LORD'S 
PRAYER,” Sad other works < => than they can 
possibly do elsewhere. An sends for 100, 
August 5, and writes, “ The oy ire Going like hot cakes.” 
Another one in Albany, } York, orders 1000 on 
= t 9. Can give Les ¥..¥: pamnes of many who are 

ing from #2 to $15 per day. Send two-cent Y med 
ond be com vineed. EV. 8. T. BUCK 
Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa. 


ABBOTT’S LARGE TYPE (Illustrated) NEW 
TESTAMENT, 


Now is Le: time for 


by 
WITH NOTES, isa hae for ——. * Metping 
like it. All want Price, H. 
GOODSPEED & CO.. New Yor ot Cincinnati. Ohio. 


PAY.—With Stencil Outfits. What costs 4 cts. 
sells rapidly for 50 cts. Catalogue free. 8S. M. 
12 Washington S8t., Boston, Mass, 


ADY AGENTS WANTED tor the most popular 
Corset ever made. 
Sold only 7 agents. Addre 
ARNER BROS. cs Broadway, N. Y. 


SPENCER, 





Ve are finishing up every day 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


THE DUOMO. 
[By Maud Wilder. ] 


In the busiest haunts of Florence, 
In the center of the mart, 

Worn as rarest of her jewels, 
Closest to her throbbing heart, 











The cathedral lies, and o’er it 
Springs its light aerial dome, 

As the sod breaks into blossom, 
Or the wave climbs into foam. 


Thus the mighty master planned it; - 
But his life’s declining sun 

Set, and saw it still unfinished, 
Saw his glory still unwon. 


Yet, to-day, in the broad plaza, 
Brunelleschi, carved in stone, 

Sits before the great Duomo, 
Keeping watch upon his own. 


Dead, he speaks through all the ages, 
Speaks as Moses spoke of old, 

From the mighty marble tablets, 
Unto them of faith grown cold: 


‘Planned in doubt and reared in darkness 
In thy soul’s cathedral here ; 

Left unfinished every fresco, 
Left unpolished every pier. 


“ Yet, in the eternal Florence, 
City of thy spirit’s home, 
Shall thy life’s completed purpose 
Rise, like Brunelleschi’s dome.” 


HOW TO SECURE A REVIVAL. 
{From the Christian Standard and Home Journal. ] 


There are thousands of earnest ministers 
and godly members of the church, who are 
casting about them, to learn, if they can, 
how to secure a revival of religion. A 
revival, in the true and proper sense, is 
mainly the work of God. Hence we are 
taught to pray, “‘O Lord, revive thy work,” 
and to say reverently and believingly, “ It 
is high time for the Lord to work.” 
Nevertheless, there is a human side of this 
question, and this we are deeply concerned 
to understand. There may be much of 
inexplicable mystery connected with the 
divine element of a revival, and this we 
may in no sense be able to comprehend. 
God’s ways are far above our capacity to 
understand and in regard to what he’ 
does, and his manner of doing it, we must 
obediently and believingly defer to his 
infinite wisdom and power. But as to 
man’s relations and duty in regard to the 
subject, we may each and all of us be 
abundantly instructed. Perhaps in no 
matter connected with religious life do 
Christians more frequently err, than in 
determining the thing necessary to be done 
to secure a revival. Many at once deter- 
mine it is best to send for some noted and 
successful evangelist, whose fame and 
ability will attract a crowd. Moreover, he 
may be able to say and do some things, in 
the way of removing obstacles, which it 
would be embarrassing for the pastor to 
interfere with. Then by his presence and 
labors, a goodly number of the lukewarm 
members of the church may be induced 
to take advanced ground, and enter into the 
work. Others will propose to invite a 
“Praying Band,” who by their unusual 
and somewhat eccentric methods, may 
awaken public attention, and multitudes 
may thus have their minds directed to the 
subject of religion. 

We do not wish to express any dissent 
from the practice of employing either of 
the agencies named. Properly used, they 
are valuable auxiliaries, which the pastor 
and the church may call to their aid, when 
they conjointly agree todo so. But when 
they are so employed as to set aside the 
pastor, or substitute the church, for any 





SEAL SKIN SACQUES | 


| For Ladies and Misses, made in the newest shapes, 
| from pattern sacques selected by Mr. Blynn, while in 
London and Paris, from the best makers of those cities. 
The skins are carefully selected, London dyed, and 
made up in a manner to make a fine fitting Sacque, 
very light in weight. 
Our fit is a specialty, for which we have a reputation 
well known. 


u® BLAYLOCK & CO., 


-12580 | L. BLAYLocK, 


824 CHESTNU 7 ST., 


HaRRY BLYNN. Philadelphia, 


lined, silk sewed.............---.-- cance OS Oe 
“a 2. ‘4 » y ° 
Do., wah Creden's Comcerdanes........-- adi Robes, Ladies’ Furs, Fine-lined Wraps, etc. 
THE WIDE MARGIN SESSION, 4to. Seal skin caps, turbans, gloves, etc., etc. 
For MSS, Note. 
Size, "0% In. x 7% hs. 
No. 18, Turkey Morocco, EEE TE TOE ae U N PARALLELED REDUCTION. 
“2. Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid A Fine Morecco Covered Edge Teacher’s Bible (Bag- 
lined, silk 00 | ster’s References, Index, Concordance, Maps, etc.) 
“ 21. Do., with Cruden’s Concordance. ........-. 7 50 | formerly $5, now $2; a Complete Illustrated Bible 


The above for sale by all Booksellers, or by 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


42 BLEECKER Sr., New YORK. 


Dicti.nary, formerly $1, now 40c.; a Superb Morocco 

Edition of ‘‘ Heman and Browning,”’ or ‘Tennyson and 
ordsworth,’’ with Steel ow geno formerly $3 per 

vol., now $1: sent oy mail, postpaid, on receipt of 
ce. B LOCK co. 


. Philadelphia. 


O., Publishers, 306 Chestnut 


| permanent good, they are a most pernicious 
| failure. In such a case, they do more 
harm than good, and their influence is 
evil and almost only evil. To secure a 
revival, we would recommend that our 
personal relations thereto be first candidly 
examined. Each person should propound 
to himself the inquiry, Am I now fully 
ready for the work? If there be the least 
doubt at this point, settle that without 
delay. Be clear and well assured in regard 
to this question. Then give yourself to 
earnest invocation and patient waiting 

| before the Lord. Whatever opportunity 
to speak or do anything for Jesus may be 
at command, improve it. Do not wait for 
a chance to do some great thing, but attend 
to whatever can first be done. Speak to 
the first person you meet, in regard to 
his soul’s salvation. Whatever service 
| a are called upon to perform, whether it 
e to preach or to hear, to sing or to pray, 
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to work or to give, do it cheerfully, ear- 


nestly and trustingly. Whoever does this, * . a 
F whether preacher or layman, will at once | 
FOR 7 YY 
For Conventions, Sunday-schools, Institutes,&c 
7 H F H () | | [) AY S I have reduced my terms for 
x 


solve the question, What shall be done to 

secure a revival? The revival needed, 

will indeed have commenced in the heart | 

of each individual, and the whole body of 

believers will be anointed with unction = ' 

and power. Would to God we could per- ORIENTAL AND BrsiicaL ILLUSTRATED 
suade all our friends to try our plan! LECTURES AND EXuIsirions. 
Let the revival, reader, begin in your own A. 0. VAN LENNEP. Méntclair. N. 7 
$2 FOR A N.Y. SINGER SEWma 
MACHINE, with drop-leaf tabie, 
cover, and case of two drawers, as shown in 
eut. Warranted New, Latest Improved and 
Perfect. N»> pay asked till seen and tried. 


heart. 
Send for circular and save monet, Address 
bet ONOMY EMPORIUM, loe 

















We are again making especially 
fine Mixtures for Sunday-schools at 
prices ranging from 12 cents a 
pound upward. We have also an 
elegant assortment of Picture 
Boxes, Bags and Cornucopias, suit- 
able for the Holiday season. If 


CROWELL’S 


CHEAP §, S$, LIBRARIES: 


Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
T. Y. CROWELL, 744 Broadway, N. Y. 








Dearbore St.. CHICAGO, 


Great Reduction in Price. 
“7 CAXTON PRESS. 
Sur Taking, only $13. 


EDUCATIONAL. 





, Ong, from $35 to $80; will do the 
AMERICAN?& FOREIGN your Sunday-school is planning for Inking 0 Prem brresses trom 
Teachers’ Agency. 





a Christmas or New-Year’s Festival, — ~ Stal Ris rata 
we are confident that you cannot do 15 Federal as datablished 19 
better than to place your order for TY R ’ ' 
confectionery in our hands. Orders TH RST PRICES. Catalogue, 6c. 
by mail promptly attended to. 


23 Union Square, New York. 


Supplies Families, Schools, and Colleges with compe- 
tent Instructors. Call on oraddress Miss M. J. YouNe. 


| > heme SCHOOL pay YOUNG LADIES. 
135 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages ons a thorough education. Refers by 
= to H. Clay — Editor of The Sun- 
ay School Times, and Rev. 8. W. Dana, 4001 Pine 
Street, Philadelphia. For circulars, address 


, INITURE. 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. C R ) F T W I LB U R & C 0. “E BELL FOUNDRY. 
DAMS ACADEMY, QUINCY, MASS., , 





aC Us pare Copper und Tin 
Oi ¢ na agin, Rg = 

3 mem, Ll Alarms, Farg™ - Ls 
= "eat ie oe — i, ies 1226 M A RKET ST. "hom AR Raa wr JD. Catalogue 


nett Free, VANDUZEN & nati, 
"Ter catalogues and WILLIAM PER ke to the Sateeter, - —_—————————O oer m MENEELY & KIMBE! RLY, 
















































h be e Bell Founders, Troy, New ay 
Eve ome may be adornea and pote rh pace cheerful and attractive by the use o { lity 8. 
Agency for Schools & Teachers, a Me Pictures, Such an one is the n ew motto just published, entitled J ath, special attention given to CHU ity of FRELLS. 
‘f lope a .? si ne and prin n il color: > words 
F ‘ osama yore a Y. pam v yf x of this beautiful foto are entwined with Calla Lillies; Forget-me-nots r @@ lllustrated Catalogues sent free. 
upplies teachers with positions. ication T illies o c fat le ansie: neal ads, Grasses, e all art ar- 8 an £ 
form for stamp. Supplies Schools and Fan: Fam ties with ranged acd pri - in beantitel qnors, in all ~ ay 4 the na agree Lsowers. J &R. LAMB, Church Furnitu re, 
m mt Instructors WITH CH. o one can fully appreciate 3s Motto re] 
_ T, COTESWORTH ROKENY, sessit. Itis giv ven away, postpaid, to all A sond atwenty: ~ 00 MMUNION TABLES,  PULPITS. | ETC. 
pa A =. Re A currency or stamps Lg FA for S three 
— bd coo ot LEISURE PP PURA classe tree cous one italy mat Silk and Gold §. S. Banners, $5.00) each 
INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE quarto, 40 LE HOURS, 2 i the hotgest arti- cot ogy ae Bocciee Send tor or Cireula ar,59 Carmine St: N.Y. 
Contines Waeilian —~ ) ~~ en Languages pad on oe aces, Travels, Blograph sales —. con 7m a very cone 
Pain ood: 8, - ra 
REV, DAVID MOORE, D.D., President. whe sepaniane Who reads it. Wo wish ail to iry it 


We have made the lighting 
of churches a study the 
last 30 years. We <ndeayor 
to keep up with allthe new ™ 
improvements, and in our 
show-room will be found the 
largest variety of lamp chan- 
deliers in the ror “need 
trated Catalogue F # 

A PRESEN‘ . “POR 
EVERY ONE. 
GREATEST VARIETY OF 
FANCY GOODS 
In one store that can be found in Philadelphia. We 
have imported a large stock of Bobemlan Fane: 

pa Sh Glassware, consisting of Toilet Sets, Vases, Matc 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds a Safes, Card Baskets, etc. Mrench Bronze Ornaments 
and Gonigne comm rising Motto Cards—Reward Cards } for the Mantel, compris@y Figures of — and 
—Scripture Text Cards—Sent | Cards—Bible Verse Modern Characters, Card! pskets, Vases, Uren A Ani- 
Cards—Good | Desire Cards— nd Hymnal Cards. mals, etc. ; Solid Silverw mre ad Triple-Plated are 
SENT Hunn, U'chauarem Sue AUPRORS INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1879 Ser See oe 
i © any address. J. H. : : 

SONS, Publishers of Sovelties in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 \ id. We invite you to exami 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 


ece 
NOW READY. PRICE, $1.25 Sr ARCA ae WEIDENER, 0 


reet, — q 
a oy j The demand for this valuable HELP TO THE STUDY OF THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS has steadily oe 
increased, the sales of the issue for 1878 being largely in excess over the previous year. The 8. 8. TIMES says of 
the volume Sor last year: 


’ ‘No single work with which we are acquainted is of like value with this for scholarly, fresh and trust- 
| 


cents per copy_ fhe Publish hers, J. L. PatTren & Co., 
Barciay Street. New York, want Agents in every place. Pianos 


Hours Musical Instruction Organs, Watches. fering Machines, Silver Ware, ete., ' 

New England . a Music amount of $3,000 given re to Agents. Complete L 4 

Hall, Boston. E. Tourjée. Director. outfit 25 cents. News dealers all sell LEISURE HOURS. ; 
Canada subscribers must send five cents € —%.. for postage. 


wide re ion. Without BB Ou 
doubt this "te oa eel t-1: 2 gan A ae the motto as a 
CH LOCUTIO’ AND — © $1.00 per year, 3 ' 
N “Oratory, Pai ad? —s ean maker, A. x, .y Pres. est pL 4 \sU cents six months, 25 — for three months, 10 : 


lee —Mdlle. Dumagny’s Finishing School, ‘Bou- 
logne, Seine, near Paris. Highly recommended 
by Parents of former Pupils. text term totes Jan. 8. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL. |. Congregational Publishing Society. 


REWARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
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: y cLEXIBY , 

IS THE BEST LOCK-STITCH a ete ere a Lt ag No se aims 
S : Machi National Question and Hand Book. ea YY , , Pe ees 
- ewi n aC I n e By the Authors of the Commentary. Price, 15 Cents. WEREST . dress Fiex ibe Veather Stri 
; P.O. Box 2945. “7 Dey Su-N.X. 
1 EVER MANUFACTURED. IT ExcELs IN; UIT TLE PILGRIM QUESTION BOOK | MAGIC L 
e EVERY PARTICULAR. By Mrs. WILLIAM BARROWS. Price, 15 cents. + ANTERNS 
n : The volume for 1879 is a decided advance over previous years. The ADVANCE, Chicago, says: 

t Pe Ce a runaing and very ant mgsows can mobo a notiee Question Book than any we have ever yet seen. AND STEREOPTICONS. 
2 e, a device for win end for Circulars an mples to 
ing bobbins without turning the machine, Ind For Public, Sunday-schooh, and Home Exin., 
4 Dial for pues stitch to any siven tadncome GEO. r. SMITH, Agent, Boston. 120 page Catalogue free. Views illustrating all supjocte. 
a8 Other no es. 
m —_—— C. T. MILLIGAN, 728 Chestnut St., Philag’a, 
d EXTRAORDINARY INDUCEMENTS ARE 


crretzo wo hon | PELOUBET NOTES, sm vear. srs. HOW READY. pATreian Reteay fas en wih anatrephy 
2 ‘Chena Stee Phin MAGIC LANTERNS 


: D 5 ear. 15c. ea. | 
1 1127 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. LD Peloubet Quest. Books. « bedi e 
| © / HENRY HOYT, | Ana srergorricons, all prices. VIEWS illustrating 
| — “MONDAY CLUB SERMONS. 4th Year. $1.50. | every subject, for PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, etc. aay A 


h No. 1. Adults. No. 2. Youth. No. 3. Little Learners’ Questions. 
ne 
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ofit- 
BOSTON able business for aman eee eno aes on 
| * aN. LANTERNS for CHURCH and Y SCHO: Ente n- 
ent | a. New Improved and Careful The best Helps on the International 8. 8. Lessons. ments and Home Atusement. 74 page catalogue 
of MAGIC LANTERN SLIDE’ 8. free. McALLISTER, M'f'g Optician, 49 Nassau Bt., N.Y 
J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. - — —— 

ney \ 4 conveaience and efficiency, for private or 
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nen LED = F.& A MASONS, § 
hen | # Circulars free. Cataiogues 10 cts. 
the } ~* jonticon Manual.6th Ed 75cts. 
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= See |THE YOUNG REAPER 
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, address, wila stamp, MTA SON Wie 8 
oon 4G NOY, < Cor. Broadway and Warren St., N. 
e is **Boldhers’ Lambe 0 op gow onder SPRee : AS A SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPER HAS NO SUPERIOR. 
anuf’r, . -  aeT 
‘tae 100 N. Fitth Strect,, “ ENCEN ATS 0. H R d d { MonTHLy, 15 to 13 cents ) P st P ms era dissanntes 20 er ta 
ree MO? 4Y¥, Le ‘ 6 . 
. . 2 , ” 6 » | BRACKET PLANES, 2% cents each. 
lidly L TES! Price Reduce | SEMI-MONTHLY, 30 to 26 cents. | ostage repaid BRACKET SAWS, 10 be nts per dosen. 
2 DY MA 
iy AD us " SEND ST iM P "FOR Sew. sx CIRCULAR 
u 1 AT or > la . > PRIC Ss 
least ( UST THIN K OF l] ] A MERIC AN BA PTIS r I U BLIC A T I¢ YN S( ¢ TE r ; 2 Sorrento Woods ean a wee sn. 

' SOPNTIT @ > . u x . Con? 
thout oe 1420 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. ARTFORD. CONN 
egard FOR ONE DOLLAR : ICH KINCG 
lf to You can buy one of those Beautiful Water Splasher and | 7, 8, 9 Tremont Temple, Boston ; 71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
ating fave ouiv tooce them to agree In sil that has’ been | 76 East Ninth Street, New York ; 209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 
unity said of them. They are made in ali shades and colors, Te aes ee es vIS 

be and have only to be wiped off with a damp cloth or N 
ay sponge to have them look as bright as when new. a ‘5 = — —? = % 
uit for For sale by all furniture and Honse-furnishing stores, | | | Are you needing ‘ 
attend or by oe every city. me UR Sunday-school has tried a new plan. The Best Skate Ev er Invented. 
eee ny Ay more mone No contributions solicited, no entertain whe yt ~ 
“TT — , "ry | } p Ss , nite , t i, Dexter, 

bak to EUREKA WALL PROTECTOR CO., | . y , ; Soom SC ROLL SAW Lester ios Lao +A 

d to z | ments given. Information sent on receipt of eere. . 
ied MicHIGAN CiTy, Ind. in your . 3 Wood, Designs, > Saws. OL CH ‘ 
service as a three-cent stamp. Eben. Shute, 52 Brom- | with Best Tools. west weteee guaranteed: 
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I wish you alla Merry Christmas and a Ha New ¥ 
A $300 Piano Upright Parlor Organ, for only $65. 


BEATTY ORGAN. 


Sew Style, No. 1465. Two [2] 

Sets Reeds, with Vox Celeste Stop. 

me {9} {91 Stop. {1] Vox Celeste ; (2} 

ason Vibtina, (4) Dulciana; 

(3 scho; [6] Hz sutboy ; {7 | Duleet; 

Principal; (9] Vox umana,; in | 
antiful Walnut case; all the 
modern improvements; ’ Beatty’s 
Celebrated Knee Swell. This beau 
tiful style is one of the best ever 
made for the price, and I chal- 
lenge comparison. *Dimensions- 
Height 49 in. ; Length 45in,; Width 
22in. Five [5] Octaves. Weight, 
boxed, ready for shipment s101bs. 


| 
== 


By J. H. VINCENT, D. D. 


Arranged with Seripture Selections, Music, ete. 
FOR FIVE SUNDAYS. 


Send Ten Cents for Une Copy by Mail, post- 


Paid, $7.50 per 100 Copies. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publis’ 


76 Kast Ninth Street, a (a This beautiful Organ fills a want 
¢ — w yt RK | ” mn long felt for a first-class Parlor | 
4 . ‘ j Organ, at a price so exceedingly 
: - oa —_ , cow as te place oe eae reach 
, 4 ; ’ Se i ofa e case isof Walnut ofa | 
t ot NG FOLK »  . \ i & on } handsome and neat design, highly 
a’ a - - } 


finished, with handles at each end. 
Neat a stands, out of sight 
when not in use; whilst the action 
which consists of Two 5-Octave 
Sets of Reeds, is one of the latest 
and most improved, and isso con 
structed as to render it almost 
impossible for it get out of order 
e tone is remarkable for its 
sweetness and purity and Istrong 
y recommend this Organ to all 
who desire a first-classinstrument 
atalow price. Over 1,000 Testi 
monials received from this organ 


Whata Magnificent Gift. 


This Superb Piano Upright Cabi 
net Parlor Organ will make a dear 
friend of yours a Merry Christ 
. | { t } = Beautiful ge aa or Hap 
.L : i} 4 hy ) f ew Year’s Gift. In orderthat 
ork. a | H ERis 


Ss may be placed within the 
i% “ 
an 
Nebias%e ‘and Avent) 


Two Wor ihe 
ot .Far ‘ 
Teweniy-8t., gp40” 

An Illusisajed er con: | 
taining *« raphy, | 
Histe «’ Aw ts, Puz- 

giion Diale- ‘1, ete. 
Peating | ruct! 

river & Copy; . 
HPUGENE R. 8’ 





| 

Mil As | reach of all, I will sell, boxed and 

ii ) | delivered on cars, this magnitfi- 
cM cent Parlor Organ—Two full set 
sell Reeds, with the charming beauti- 
ful Vox Celests, Nine Stops, high- 
ly finished Walnut case, esar 
tail Price asked by the aoa 
olists Agents, about 800.90. 
My Price Gusiog ¢ the olidays 


$GS.00 


Sz 
- 


fH. & J. 8. MILL 


























. on hand choice s : © 

, a an be shipped on an Hour’s 

, gern) a farins for —_ i a ” comes. Please send your order 

ie . by letter or telegraph, no money 

reaunl experience in this count . . = satisfied. ‘Pay forthe ine mate 

roe col y 3 ~ satistiec *ay forthe instrument 

uy! wiedge of i ane 3 only penta fully tested it at 

' ‘in ormation, ress aa = yourown home. The cut is acor- 

dantneetsae “rect picture of this beautiful in- 

R. H. & J. 8. MILLER, mg _—— ted for thi and ate warran- 

ie : - ‘ Y = ted for the term of six long years 

eoraska City, Otoe County, Ne b ee teem de : . six Merry Christmas’ and Hap- 

_— — _ — 3 By New Years. Sent on 5 to 15 

: ~ee 2m —. a = = Gays’ test tr ial to any pe urt of the 

Cpipeprees - ae > = = Jnited States or Canada, fer 

gies THE MODEL PRess = o 3 only $65,00, Money refun- 

Qe is the simplest, easiest running = . = de = and freight charges paid by 

‘ fastest a’ most fect y me both ways if the instrument 

s per, oy any way prove unsatisfactory ry afterthe Sta 1S daye’ fort (rial You can order direct from this advertisement 

= invented, and — w dic ‘ll not appear again, nothing can be save rument by correspondence. Orderat once! If you do 

a Thoroug ly Reliabic yne yourself, order one and make your friend a handsome present. It is about the actual cost of manufac. 

D y smurt Ooy can manage it, ana fery Organ when introduced into a new locality sells others, asitisa standing advertisement. Please re- 

° do hundred. a vorth aralileled offer is — good for the Holiday Season, and is made solely with a view of introducing 
lo hundreds of f. J wort work a . It ear ne 

: a < ‘ 
= business men all their printing bills. eases as le ; a ‘ Trusting that b: ering it at this very low price Tshall induce ve ry many to select it f or their 


8, side sby building up a sandal that will eventually repay me for this sacrifice. New Rosewood 
$14 LF as and rr ards, Large Illustrated Newspaper about cost of Pianos and Organs sent free, 


4 aid. 
A i. FRIicA'DTTY, Washington. New .J = Ys RL A. 
= and a Prize Medel @werccn ot the Paris Exposition. 3 PLEASE SHOW THIS OFFER TO YOUR NEICHBORS, ~ 

he Les iir ed Press of the world. 


A handsoi iftustrated 1294 e book, entitled a ate P ‘ 5 _— a 
HOW TO PR. Man ac +, the PRI TER’ S GUIDE, — . ae eee ee . 


Ready for Delivery! 


the Seholars’ Quarterly for the first quarter of 1879 is now ready for delivery. It has been enlarged by 
eight pages of music, furnishing an appropriate and familiar closing hymn for each lesson. This popular les- 
son help has a circulation of 140,000 copies among schools of all denominations. It iswidely used in place of the 
ordinary Question Books and Lesson Leaves. The price of The Scholars’ Quarterly is 25 cents a year, or $25 for 
a hundred copies ayear. Sent by mail without cost of postage to subscribers. Subscriptions are taken for 
three or six months at the yearly rate: under ten copies three months, seven cents each. Send seven cents for 
a specimen copy. Specimens of the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Success 


The 
NEW DEPARTMENT 


GRAND DEPOT, 


To Send Goods and Samples to adjacent towns 
and country has been 


TRULY WONDERFUL. 


Having almost everything used for LADIES’, GENTLEMEN, and CHILDREN’S WEAR, 


as $3. For business printing, $10 to $35. Rotary aes) 
fal foot power, $100 to $160. Over 6,000 now in use ‘ 


¥ 





No. 728 © 


4 
& with full pari aied for 10 cents. Address 
d. W Ddve ‘ “4¥ Me ). Iaventors and Man’frs. |, 
4 etter bus PRiladelphia, Pa. 








mi . 
| 
50 BEAUTIFUL EM*"™® LES | 
OU for decorating pottery - dusting of | 
birds, bugs, beetles, butterfiles, voug ferns, figures, | 
babies, reptiles, turties, allicators, mottoes, Cupids, 
fruits, leaves, Japanese, Chinese, ladies, etc., 10 cents. 


7 K DECALCOMANIA or TRANSFER PICTURES, 
9) consisting of animals, soldiers, policemen, flowers, 
landscapes, comic figures, horses, dogs, females, heads, 


insects, etc., 0 cents, 
10 Morte” cnromo, CARDS 


° 
® Beautiful designs. No two alike. 10c.; both for lic. 


ryXO introduce our goods we will send, postpaid, in a 
neat sample box, ALL of the above on receipt of 

2% cents, silver or postage stamps. Full directions and | 

catalogue with each box, Address CURTIS & HENRY, 











Philadelphie, Pa, 


GREAT REDUCTION! 


“The Chicago Witness,’’ gospel weekly ; 
cheap, choice, cheering, comforting; advocatesa present 
salvation, a joyful religion, a living faith, a loving life. 
Only 75 cents ayear, On trial till January 1 (six num- 
bers) for TEN CENTS, Address, 

T. J. LAMONT, 


Merchants’ Building, Chicago, Illinois 


as well as many goods used in every house, orders are filled much more quickly and satisfactorily 
than when a dozen different places must be sent to. 


All orders are filled with exactness, and precisely the same as for the customer who stands 
at the counter. 

Besides the immense stock of DRY GOODS, ELEGANT COATS and COSTUMES, 
HOUSEKEEPING LINENS, TOWELINGS, BLANKETS and QUILTS, we have several 


new departments, such as 


Millinery, Mats, Druggets, Oil Cloths, etc., China, Glass and 
Silver Ware, Fine Furs and Seal Skin Sacks. 


TWO PARTICULAR ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THE 


GREAT BARGAINS, °° "$ibo a" 


$i. 00 Black Sacks. 
A set of Chambers’s Encyclopedia, 10 vols, library 


25 Cent British Dress Goods. 
binding, made by J. B. Lippincott & Co., worth $60, will 


$8.00 Heavy Diagonal Coats for Ladies. 
be sold for $29.50. Also a set of Scott's Waverly Nov- 
els, 48 vols, cloth, 2000 illustrations, published at §72 OHN W 


will be sold for $26.50. Address, 
GRAND DEPOT, THIRTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


REV. J. HENRY SMYTHE, 
1028 Chestnut Street, I *hiladelphia. 
The Largest Dry Goods and Outfitting House. 


erars? LATEST Complete Work. 
Address, Fords, Howard, & Hulbert, N, Y. 


BEATTY'S HOLIDAY GREETING! Tu NUMEROUS TO MENTIO 


The Many Beautiful and Suitable 


Holiday Present 


IN OUR STOCK. 


B.—The Prices are very low 


McKELWAY, 


APOTHECARY. 
410 Chestnut Street, and 
Walnut and Twentieth Stre 


The Little Brow 


MONEY JUG 


The best plan ever devised for ra 
money for your Church or School. | 
what THe METHODIST says : 

‘The Church, in these hard times, is laying its 
on the Money Jug. It has thus secured thousar 
dollars, and we hope will secure tens of thor 
within the next few years. It is the latest and « 
the best ways of filling a depleted treasury. This 
method of operation: Purchase alarge number of 
clay jugs. istribute one or more to each family 
congre gation. Place the jugs, properly labeled, in 
conspic uous place ehurch. Let 
in the house, shop be music and 
and office. Curi- ant address 
ous strangers will church wor 
‘innocently ask on Christia 
what the jug is ng. Appo 
for, and will re naster cf ci 
ward your expla ies, and a 
nation with a con a attractiv 
tribution. After sraime. § 
six weeks or so let hammer whi 
the fugs be bro’t break the j 
to some great pub- the highest | 
lic. gathering of and let him 
the work 


the friends of the 

struction. Count the mone y, and you will find 
amounts to somewhere between a hundred and : 
sand dollars. Then you will go away happy. 
have done good, and without much trouble. 
has been no gambling, or feasting, or quarrelin; 
some church fairs. Everybody is delighted, a 
face ofthe Church Treasurer is rosy with joy.” 


Price of Jugs, $4 per 100; $2.50 fo 
$1.50 for 25: Each Jug is ae and a 
inches high, and will hold from $3 t 
We furnish free, blanks, with place for 
of Chureh or School, to whom issuec 
also name of Pastor or Superintendent 

Address orders to the nearest office. 


CURTIS & CO., 
134 South 4th Street, Phila., Pa., 
or 













295 Broadway, New York. 


PORTFOLIO OF 


BIBLE PICTURE 


Sent by mail for 25 cents. Each picture 10x12 
in size. A marvel of cheapness. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
Sunday-school Supply Store 
52 Bromitield St., I 


<8 
Mtb Vay Naie 


f 


J, 





Goods forwarded to any part of the lL 
by Mail. Samples'sent free, if desit 





- 

Possessing superior facilities by close connection 
our wholesale department with American manuf 
and by direct importation of foreign goods, we are 
to offer a large variety at the lowest prices. TI 
HATS and BONNETS, STRAW and FELT GOODS, RI 
FLOWERS, FEATHERS, BLACK and COLORED DRES! 
WHITE GOODS, LACES, and EMBROIDERIES, HA 
CHIEFS, GLOVES, LEATHER GOODS, etc. In fac 
article a lady requires in MILLINERY and FANCY 
Ladies residing outside of Philadelphia can order 
as we will forward goods by mail on receipt of m 
by express C. 0. D., to any part of the United 
Specimen copies CUSTER’S JOURNAL OF FASHI 
taining fashion articles, choice literature, ete. 
mailed free on application. 


TSEFUL PRESENT. 4 shirts, 4 collars, cuf 
l and screw buttons, 1 pair suspenders, an¢ 
i ikerchiefs for %. 
ee ee _ D. CARLISLE. Pittsbu 


TOMLINSON’S 
| LIBRARY CARDS AT §1.0 
| JOHN H. TOMLINSO 
Publisher, Chic 


28, 1878. 
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ry low. 
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for raising 
hool. Read 


aying its hand 
| thousands of 
| of thousanda 
st and one of 
ry. This is the 
umber of cheap 
ch family in the 
beled, in some 
rch. Let there 
nusic and pleas- 
addresses on 
reh work, and 
Christian giv 
. Appoint 
ster cf ceremo 
8s, and arrange 
attractive pro- 
imme. Sell the 
nmer which will 
ak the jugs te 
‘highest bidder, 

let him begin 
» work of de 
will find that it 
ilred and a thow 
y happy. _ You 
rouble. Ttlere 
juarreling, as at 
ghted, and the 
joy.” 


2.50 for 50; 
‘and a half 
1 $3 to $5. 
ace for name 
| issued, and 


tenden® 


ila., Pa., 
ork. 


sit 


ly Store, 
eld St., Boston 


f the U. S., 
if desired. 





nnection through 
‘n manufactures, 
Ss, we are enabled 
ices. TRIMMED 
OODS, RIBBONS, 
ED DRESS SILKS, 
IES, HANDEKER- 
. Im fact, every 
d FANCY GOODS. 
an order by mail, 
peipt of money, or 
e United States. 
F FASHION, con- 
ure, ete., will be 


lars, cuff, collar, 
lers, and 2 linen 


Pittsburg, Pa. 
AT $1.00 per 100, 


{LINSON, 
yer, Chicago, Tl, 








